Brigham Young University

BYU ScholarsArchive

Theses and Dissertations

1967
An Analysis of the 1964 Idaho Second Congressional District
Election Campaign

Dean Maurice Hansen
Brigham Young University - Provo

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd

b Part of the Mormon Studies Commons, and the Political Science Commons

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation

Hansen, Dean Maurice, "An Analysis of the 1964 Idaho Second Congressional District Election Campaign”
(1967). Theses and Dissertations. 4752.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd/4752

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Theses and Dlssertatlons by an authorized administrator of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please
c@ ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

www.manharaa.com


http://home.byu.edu/home/
http://home.byu.edu/home/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fetd%2F4752&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1360?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fetd%2F4752&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/386?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fetd%2F4752&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd/4752?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fetd%2F4752&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarsarchive@byu.edu,%20ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu

AN ANALYSTS O TIR
196+ IDAXC SECQHD CONGRESSIONUAL DISTRICT ELECTION CAMPATGY

A Thesis Preseuted o the
Bopartoent of Politleal Selence

Brigham Youaz Udversity

Ty Fartial Fulfiliment of the
Requiremants f'or the Dezroo

lastor of Apbs

By
Desn Moupiee Hajsen

Aapnsh 1067



Aeknorledpanants

I Would like to express my apprecistion to the many persons
without whoss eid this study could hardly have besn coaplatsd. T am
indebted to Dr, J. Keiith Melville for halping ne selsct the thasis
topie, to Dn. David X Hart for guiding much ef my rescarch and to
Dr. Stewart L. Groer for his very helnful, eritiecal efiorts in bringing
the thesis to complotion. I am wvery grateful fo» ry years ab Brigham
Young University, and for tha faeulties of tha Politleal Seisncs and
Psyelolopy Devariserts which bave provided Inewledge, undarsianding
and exverience in these maisr ard rinor fields of ny ehoicw,

Beyond the University, I have been alded direstly in this thesls
by seoras of poople who responded ldndly and invalusbly to quesbiog-
vaires, lelters, telephona calls end porsorzl finmadries. T nezd {o
poy tribate to wmy typist, Mos, lucills Sheell, whe spert lcong and
tedions houwvs jrepering the first and faal ecopdes for presontation.
Finally, ry wife cuntribobed a tolerance and pntlent support wivish
were nething short of astonishing,

T can only hope thal this wast condlitwnt of time, elfort snf
faith hag Ficlded soma dosper understanding of a rasl-life politleal
episede. I alene mest accepl responsibility for any dmnceuracies,
errord antl conclusinns.

LiiH



TABLE OF CONTENIS

AGCEFT.Q;}ISEFAGE-----t'll.a-l.lq

Au c KTGG‘I’HJEJ m Emjﬁ TS‘ - - - - - - - - - - - - " ] -

LIET DF Tlﬂl BI"ES - - - - - L] L . L3 L] L] L] L] - - L]

LIST CF

al ILIn'ri':'u-i T:‘I-JIL'I-IIDT“IS - - L] L] - - - L] - - L L] L]

INTR-E'E.}U:ILIGH - % & & ®w w & & & & & & & # W & @

Chaplen

I1.

IIL,

1v,

Va

The Froblem
fesezr¢h Approash
Befinitions

POLITICAL HISTORY OF 1IDAHO'S SECORD
D.-[ETP»I{:T - P L] " = = e & ® ¢ = w

Seecnd Congrescional Distriet
Sumiary

CONGIESSTURAL

PROPULATION CEARACTERISTICS, SHOGND CONGRESGTOLAL

EIS Tal[‘;"l‘ L - & L] ¥ L L - L] L] L L]

Urbian Aroas

Fumal Apans

fopelatiop Patierns and Soubces
The Mormon Influasod

THD 1964 CONGRIGITIONAL CANDIDATES .

Ralph Farding, Deuoczab
Ceorge Hansen, Repuulican

TS PRIMARY WOMIGATION o o o & o s
FParty Numlnating Conventlons

Frimary Campaien
Prlivary Elscticn

L) - L] L L w L)

TS POLITICAL SETIING FOR THE 19564 CONGRESSIONAL

ELEUTI{:‘:I [ ] - [l [ L] L] L] L] L - L (]

The Congwessinual Election of 1960

Relision
Faclonation

iw

13

22

28



Papa
The Congressional Election of 1962
Religion
Heclamalion
Bonneville Fawer Administration
The Campaign
Backeround for the 1900 Conzressional Campaign
‘Religicons Politiecal Setting
Religicon
The Johi: Bireh Socioty
The Mormon Church, Commmism and the Bireh Sceiety
Harding's Speech in Congress
Harding's Correspondenca
The Idaho Second Distriet Farm Situaticn
The Farm Buresu Fedevation
Hardine's Aszociations with the Farm Bireau
Farm Problems and Prozrams
Harding's Approsch to Second Disirict Famm Problems
Hansen's Approsch to Second District Farm Probleus

VI. THE CAMPATGH AVID ITS JSSUES: 4 o o o o o & s 4 & # & % a 72

Reapportionmont
Tabor Uniens
Teton-Fremont Dam
The Eircher Episole
Birch~Benson, Seniority, Campaign Finonces, and
Council for a Livable World
B.P.A. and Buyrns Creck Dam
Faxrm
Liberal-Conservetive Issues
Deit
Forelgn Policy
Civil Rights
Hedicare
Campaizn Develcpment and Creenisalions
Hardling
Haneen
Campairn Develorsients

VII, STATRUERTS OF THE DETERMINING ISSUES I THY 1064
CAMPAIGN AS SEEN EY CANDIDATES AMD MAMAGERS. o o v « « 1%

Ralrli Parding, Deuceratic Candidate
iyrn Broadhesad, Harding's Campsien Manager
Georze Hansen, Ropubliecan Candidats
fichard Handricky, Hansen's Campeisn Manager
VIIT, CRASS-EOUTS QUESTICONHATEE. « v o 5 ¢ o 5 & = 5 & 5 5 = » B

Vetor Analysis



Page
TX. QUESTIONMNATIRES TO STAKE PRESIDENTS AND BISHOPS. . « & 149

Stake Fresidents
Bishops

X, THTERVIENS WITH STAKE FRESTDENTS. o « o o # s » & & 162

Mormon Church Pelitical Invelvement
Farm

Fducation

Liberal-Conservative

Dabt

Labor

Tetor Dham

Campaipn

B. Fl.|:|'.|.

Fircherts Latters
Demosratic-Republican Partly Preferciuce
Campaien Finances

Swrmmaiy

XI. FELECTICH RESTLTS AND COHCLUGTICNS. o o o o s o o o s » 167

The Eleetion Hesulis

Conelusions and Analyses
General
Rurzal and Urban
Hormon Church

Firal Conclusions

Appendix
Y. TDAMO POLTTIOAL STATTTION. ¢ oom e = sowmim sue e 195
IT, ENDGREEMENTS TN BEMALF OF RATEY HATDING o v v v o o o 201
IIT. STATENENTS BY CANDIDATES AND CAMPAION MANAGERGZ. + 4 205
IV, HARDING-BENSON-BIRCE CONTRUVEPSY. « s o o o s s o o o 218
V. FARM BUREAU-HARDING CONTROVERSY ¢ v v o o o s o o o & 226
VI. TRTON DAM CONTROVERSY AND BiPille 4 v 4 o ¢ o o o o s 235
VII. KTRCHER-HAHDING CONTROVERST o o o o o » o o o o 5 ¢ s 210
VIIT. HANSEN ELOOTTON MATERIATS o o o 4 0 = o v o o o v o s 251
IX, TABOR CONTRIBOTTONS & o % o 's o o s % ' o 45 4 % s s 257



Fapgs
X. REAFPPORTIONMENT . o o o v o & o 0 v 06 » ¢ ¢ & s o & o 261

XI. COUNCIL FOR A LIVAEBIE WORID. & « o o o s s o s = & & 265
IH- QMTIDmJAmEQI‘IFFI"‘l‘l.‘-l"ili 2?-3

BEIEI mm PIEI - - L] - - - - - L] - L] - L L3 - L] - - - ] - - - - 28 1

il



Table
1.

2.
3
b
5.

6.
?l

B.

9.
10,

13.
W,
15,
16.
17.
18,

LIST OF TABLES

Pago
Political Party Listings of State Officers. + « » 6
Presidentizl Elections in Jdaho v o o o o & & » & &
Recernt Second District Vobing Potternse « » o « o
Seﬂﬂnﬂ District EGIIE_—;I‘\EIEBiDnal "-'DtEE LR T I I 11
1960 Population and Potential Voting Ponulation
of Urban Areas of 10,000 or Hore in Second
Congressional Distrdct. o o« v & a4 o 4 4 & & & 14
Prinary Election Totals, 198% & & o 2 s 2 o & » & 35

Farm Pureau Membership Percentage of Rursl Households, 59
l}ycmnt:’.---pniilt-ilbti--‘

Comparison of 1962 and 1984 Vets in Counties with A1l
Time Highs in Farm Bureau Mevbership. « o« o « o

Congressional Election Expenses and Contributions 133
Conparison of Statemsnts on Isstes..e- ¢+ & & & & 139
Heeall of Issues and Parsonzl Voling Ressons in "8lind--

Recall" Grass-Rools Questlonnaire, compared to

Recall on "Cuo-Sheet" Questionmairs, by Buher

ﬂfPEDPlBtttvttt---------o-- 142
Correlation of Grasa-Roots Questliommaires + .+ . 144
Conzrassional Vole by Parby AfFildalion « ¢ o o & s
Fﬂl‘lty ﬂnffil]‘ﬂtiﬂﬂ !W Hﬂlif:iﬂ:’] - - " [] [ - - - - - 1-45
Percoitage of Party Affiliation by Religion . . & 16
Congressionsl Vola by Relizgion « « « o « o s o 6
Porty ATTiliation by Oconpation « « « « o o » o « b7

Percentage of Farty Affiliation by Oceupation . . Wy

viii



Table
1%,
20.

21.

23,

2.
25,
26.
27.
28.
292,
30,
31.
32.

33

Par'bjﬁffiliﬂl«iunhyﬂaxu " §F B 8 8 ® ®E ® A % % =

Questiomalro Rosponsoes « s = s o o o 4 5 = & s &

Resulis of Questionnaires Lo 22 Stake Presidents.

Anplysis of Stake Areas by Stske Fresidents « . .

Counties Vobting an Inecrease and Deersase for Hard-

dng in 106% over 1962 .+ « ¢ ¢ s s 8 & & 5 .
Comparison of Party Affiliation, by Perccotage
Farty Affiliation of Bishops, by Ags. « v «
Votss by Political PhllosoDhyr « o o o o o o
Vote for Candidates, by Favty Nambors . « ¢ »
Bishop's Reasons for Voting for Candidates. .
Ward Heasons for Veoting for Candidates. . . »

196”' Gen{.’-ml Elﬂ'ﬂtim'l ?ﬂtﬂ- & & ® & ® W W ® 8

1964 Presidential end Congressional Vobta. « o

Conzressional Voting FPatterns, 1920.1956. . .

L]

Votes by Coanties, Upper Sna'te River Valley, 1994

Bannock Comby Vobte Pattern, 1950-1965. « & « + &

Central Maric Valley Vote FPattern, 1664 . . . & &

Rurzl and Urban Population Pereentazes. « « &« + &

Couanties Voting a Majority for Hardingz in 19&%, by

Huf'd.l Perﬁmlfaf,"e.  F &% ® ® ® ® ® & & #® = @ @

Counties Voting 2 Majority for Harding in 1962, by

Roval Poroonbapte « o« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 4. o 8 o o 8 o o

Comparisen of 1942 ard 1954 Votes for Harding, by

Bural Peroenteze, 4 o o v o o o 4 6 2 5 5 0 % »

Cempardison of 1958-196% County Demoeratic Voie
By Bural Percentae « o« o o o o o o o » »

i

Page
18
150
151
153

160
16y
168
171
175
176
176
177

178

179

180

181



Tablae

W1,

b2,

3.

b5,

L6,

b7,

b8,
49,
B0

L

52.
53.

55+

56,
57s
58.
59.

Page

Comparison of 1958-195% County Vote for Republican
Candidates, by Rural PercentaZe « o o v o o o s 5 « 181

Percentaze of Second Distriet Votes by Party
SinﬂﬂlgSﬂ-n-t-i¢&c-ttooailtnil183

Mormon Population and Harding's Vote, 1960-1964 . . . 18%
County Vote for Harding in 196 as Compared to 1962 . 185
Counties Voting for Harding Consecutively, 1960-198%. 186

Counties Voting for Herdinz Censesutlvely, 1950-
1962, by Percentage of Morcon Population. « « » « o 187

Counties Voting for Harding Consecubively, 1562-
196‘““ b:pr I’ﬂrﬂantﬂgﬁ ':-‘f HDI"ﬁan Pa}ﬁllﬂtiﬂn- o 8 § oW W 1%

Counties with Ho Harding Fajority at Aoy Time . « « + 189
County Vote by Number, 1960 to 1964 + « i o o & « ¢ « 189

Countins Mot Giving Consistent Majorities for Harding,
196(}-1954'- - - L . - - - - Ll Ll - - - - L] L3 L " L w L 15‘0

Population of Counties in Seaond Congressional
Distriet During 1940 Showing Muber of Pobential
vﬂt-ETEu - . Ll - L] L] - - - Ll L] - L - L) - - - L3 - - - 19&
Jdaho GOUeIfOrs v « o s o o o o o s o s s « o o « = = 197
United States Senators From Tdaho « o v o « v o o o« » 168

Idsko Second District Pepresentatives in Congress . . 199

Contressicnal Vote by Party, 1020.1956, Znd Distriet,
Iﬂ-a?-i-lulllll‘l‘ll'lllI'ltiiili.q.i-qzna

55
b
53

Unions Contributing to Harding 108L Caipaisne « « « « 240

i}

Geoorze Hansen Campadion Schedulo o o « o ¢ o ¢ 8 ¢ 0 0

-

]

1050 Carpadien Contribution Reports, Ralph Hardine

L]

b R

Unicis Contributing to Haxding 1962 Campaishe o « o



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIOHS

Figure Page
1. Congressional District Boundaries in 1964 . . . . . 5

2, Greph of Second Distriet Voting, 1920-1966. « + . » 170

o |



INTRODUCTION

The 1964 rational election pattern saw the Damocratic preosidentizl
and vicg-presidential candidates swept lnto office along with a two-thivds
majority of DNomecrats in both houses of Congress. The Idohoe elscticen
patiern saw the state vote Demcoratis on the presidsntial level and dn
the First Conzressiornal Dlstrdet. However, in the Sazcond Tongresslional
Disirdet, the volews replaced a two-term Democrat, Ralph Harding, wlth
a Republican, George Mansen., Herding was the exly incumbent congresspzn
cutside of ths “Dowp South" to be defeated. The object of this thesis
is o analyve the Hardlog-tHansen pontest ard atlemut to ddeniify the
factors which produced tha lanzen vicstory,

In 1250, Havding von the Second Distrdot centreszlonal seat by
unseating 2 five-term Hemiblican, FPausr Pudgs, At the ssns line the
Bistriot votod for the Republliean prosidenticl candidate, Harding -wes
ro-slected in 1532, In 194k, however, the Distriet mot only unsoatnd
Harding. but zlise volad szpainst the natiorsl Damcoratie landsllide by

again favordng tke Republican vresidsnvlal cendidate,

Rasearch Abp:opeh
Ths ehoden of the thesis ard Jts setting was mads ou the grounds
of theiyr implications Tov sovlal actlon, cheoretical dntevest aw

appertunitles for reszareh, with the hope that somo eontribution mighi

to made to an wnderstandinz of politieal behawvior patisrns, particulasrly



in the Idaho Second Congressional Distrlet.
The research approach to this thizals was made by several avenues
of efforts A llsting of them would be,

1. Iibrary research on information relevant to the thsesis
problam,

2, An intonsive analysis of newspaper columms, 1960.1956,
regarding the 1964 Harding-Hansen congressional racse,

3s Correspondence wlth eandidatss, tholr campeign menagers,
and other pertinent individasls and groups.

k. @astionnuire approach
8. by mail to a selected povulation sampla: lMormon blshops
end steke presidonts in the Sezond Cunziessional Distirict,
b. by personal contact with a random pupalation snmpla:
votars at tho "grass-rogbs™ level threughout ths Distrlet.

5. Intervisws with six Mormon stake prusidonts in ths Ddstrdet,

Dafinitions

In this thesls, roferences to Republican and Demcepet refuer to
oerganizod political parties in the Amerdesn poiitical structuve. Othar
parties of lesszor nationnl prominense are slso briefly corsidered in
clear contert with the two pertles already nentionad. An Indepsndant
voter would be ene wko had not identified wiwself with si estsblished
polltical pariy.

The tecus Literal, Moderats, Conserwative, as tsed in this

thesis, relate o the opinjons and political philosophies in the
Ameriosn seciety rapardinz the role of goverrmont in that sogiety, with
this role incroasing in foree end size in this order: Corservativs,
Modersta, Libernl,

Specilfic word deflnitions are as follews:

Chureh ef wqus Chriﬂt af Iﬂttermﬂ'v Sainte. -.An of*iﬂinl ¢Hu*c“

-uu.

il e A il L



Mormons-=.A term referring to mambers cf the Mormon Church.
Stake-w, A specifle geopraphical aves designated by the Movmon
Chureh for the purpose of administering its ecclesiastical
affairs emong Mormons in that area,

Stake Praesident--.The ecclesidstical leader of a stake.

Worde~ A peographical divislon of a stake for the purpose of
administering mora elnsely the ecclesiastienl conesins of the
Mormon Church amonz Mormons in that division.

Bishop~-.The ecclesiastical leader cof & ward.



CHAPTER I
POLITICAL HISTORY OF IDAHO'S
SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

On July 3, 1890, Idaho became the forty-third state in the Uniond
with a ponulaticn of 88,543, which inereased by 1950 to £47,991.2 Tdahoe
was alletted ons United States Representatlve at statehcod, amd a second
reprasentative in 1912, Both representatives ran at-lerge uniil 1920,
when congraessional distyrict bourdaries were desipnatad. 2

Of Tdaho's Torty~four counties, twenty-five of then were in tha
Seoond Congressional Distriel in 1964, inecluding the most apd least
populous countlies, Ads with 93,460 ard Clark with 915 pnﬂplu.u A5 shown
by the map on pame 5, the First Distriect esbiraced ilha northern counties

and the Second District was comprised of ihe southiern sounties,?

1Tha Council of 2fate Goverrmenis, The Eook of the Siales, IQJﬁn
1967 (Chicago, Illinodls), XVI, p. 528,

zH.S: Pureau of the Census, The Firhtesrnth Docsnrdal Censuz of the
United Statss, Census of Popul ations 1:;"*:1; . nc.h:'lrdﬂhﬂr.LEu Sge of T,‘w
Popalstion, T, . iﬂ idaho (Vasnington, D.C.i U,5. Govorngent Printing
Offica, 19G3), p. 1b.

Jstate of Tdato, The 26%h Biennlal Repsrt of the Jscretary of State
196 lleGE, published by Arnold Willinws, cecretery of oiats (boise, Tdata,
19¢ _j_.l, PD. JJ—:LLF

41'1&1:.101‘.!*11 Ropublican Concressicnal Commities, Oreandzational
Anatysis ard Vote Hlstory, Tﬂhﬂu Seeord Couzyessitnal Djuu*_ﬁt_@ [’*Eﬂiﬁﬂtﬁn.
DvCey 1950),

5n 1265, %ha Idaho State Lepislature re-aligusd conpressional
district boundaries to gecord wlth population balence in the state, The
ra-alipnment is presently mere cf an easb-west divisien than north-
souths There are twenty-four countles in the Ssecond Distriet sines the
1965 adjustmant,
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Idzho grow up in her pre-staichood pericd under the tutelags of
the Republiecan party. Twenty-five of the twenty-six territorial governors
from 1863 te 1320 wors Rapuhliaans.é From statehood to 1964, Idaho
eontinued to lean Hepublican, BShe has had twenly-thyee governors, four
teen of whom wsre Republicans and nine Democratls, with fifty of the
seventy-four years spanned by the Republican governors. Of the twenty-one
U.S, Senators, elaven have been Republicans, In only three of the seveniy-
four years of ststeheod wore two Democratic Senators in office simultans-
ously, during 1901-1903 ard 1945.1946,7

Despite this Republican parentape and tendency, Tdahe has pretainzd
a political indaspendence Lhat asserts itsolf in split.ticket voting
end political reversal, For example, ontside of the governor's offies
nost of the state sovernment positions in recent years have beon held
by Democrats, as shown in Table 1.

Table le=,Politleal Party Listings of State Officss

A mams o oE s T w m —— —

Cffice 1950 1658 1952

Govarnor
Lt. Govorner
Sec'y of State
Auditor
Treassurer
Atty. Genoral
Supt. of Fublie
Instruekion
Tnspee. of Mines R

A=
2 ocogogoogox
oDhoooox™

3

SEUHCE:  Tdaho, Ssoratary of Stata, fpostract of Votes
Cost ab the Gopsral Elegtions, 1950.1506, oy Arnold Williacs
[Eoise, 1daho).

GFYEQ W. Blase, Politieal History of Tdaho Tereiltovy, 1863-1530

(Borieley, California: University of Cslifornia, H.A. Thesis, 1926), pp. 1=81.

?Thn J6th Piennisl Report of the Sseretary of State; 1961-1962,
FPs 12-13, 1o. See Appendix T.
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In 1950, the Second District votad a Republican majority for all
eight state offices. In 1953, it cast a majority vote for six of the
sevan Democratie candidates, and in 1962, it voted a plurality for all
five of the successful Democratic nandidatas.a

In presidential elections Tdahko has favored ths successful
presidential candidates in fourtesn consecutive presidential elections,
from 1904 te 1960, thus indicating Idaho's tendercy to follew national
voting patterns. Howaever, as indicated by Table 2, Idrhosns voted heavily
for James B, Weaver's People's Farty in 1892, Theodore Roosavelti's Euli
Moose Party in 1912, Robart M, laFolletie's Progrossive Party in 1920,
and chose Richard Nixon in 1960, thus indicating an indsperdent tendency.

Daviatlng from the state patterii, the Sacond Plsiryict has given
a majority vote to every Republican presidential candidate since 1948,
whsn it nesrly bslarced its votes for Thomas E. Dewey (R) and Havey S.
Truman (D). The 1944 presidential eleciion waz alsc very close:

60,513 (D) to 58,627 (R).? However, Table 3 shows a definite tvend
since 1952 toward declinirg Republican voiing ard inorecced Domocratic
voting on the presidential level by Secord District voters. The Trerd
is not so definite con the senate and comgressional levels., Hepublican
and Democrutic sernate vetes both show a gradual increase in numbers wlth
increasing population, However, ihe number of Damocratle cengreusional
votas is consisiently atove the mumber of Dsmouratic presidentisl votes
with the excoptleon of 1956%, while the number of Republican copgressional
votes is lowsr than the number of presidential voltes in each elscilon

From 1952 1o 1904,

®aa.

gldahu, Abstrach of Voles Cast at the Gensral Electlions 1944.1945,

i e




TABLE 2Z==,Prosidential Elections in Idaho

Republican Demoeratis  Other

Yaar Winnear Total Vota Vole Vote Vote

1964  Johnsan (D) 293,000 143, 557 148,920

1960% Kennady (D) 300,000 162,000 139,000

1956  Eisenhower (R; 273,000 167,000 106,000

1952 Eisenhowsr (R) 276,000 181,000 Gk, 000

1948  Truman (D) 215,000 102,000 107,000

1944 Roosevelt Eng 208,000 100,000 107,000

1940  Roosevelt (D 235,000 107,000 128,000

1935  Roousevelt (D) 200,000 66,000 126,000

1932 Roosevelt (D) 187,000 71,000 109,000

1928  Hoover (R) 154,000 100,000 53,060

1924 Ceolidge (R) 148,000 70,000 2l 000 54,0004
1920  Harding (R) 136,000 89,000 47,000

15916 Wilson (D) 135,000 55,000 70,000

1912 Wilson () 106,000 33,000 34, 000 26, 0000
1908  Taft (&) 98,000 53,000 36,000

19&4 Ronsevelt (R) 73,000 43,000 18,000

lgﬂﬂ MeXinley (R) 58,000 27,000 29,000

1856% Mekinley (R) 30,000 6,000 23,000 .
1892  Cleveland (D) 19,000 9,000 11, 0c0%

2ldaho favored Nixon over Kennedy in 1960.
PIdaho favered Bryan over MeKinley in 1900
®1daho favored Bryan cver MeKinley in 1596
dﬂubart M. laFollette, Prograssive Parly
EThoodore Hoosewvalt, Bull Mpose Party
£3ames B, Woaver, Pavple's Party

SOURCE: Historical Statistics of the United Stetes, Colonial Timas
to 1957, p. £93: Historiecal Statisties, C0n11nmaflon to 1962
and R:mi iong 1965, p. 9%; Idaho, Abstraot mF Vobas Cast at the

Ganala‘ Elaction, November 3, 1994 (Bolse, idaha),




TAFLE Fwm-,Rocent Second Distriet Veltling Patterns

Fepublican Vote Democratic Vole Non=Voters
Year Prezident Senate Congreszs President Senate Congress  (Conzress)
19660 65,093 79,02% 49,849 33,348
1064 O, 684 1,938 4,768 84,022 abt.b9,000
1962 83,L0g 7,203 68,979 83,152 abt.65,000
Tl o L Ble, 519
1960 102,705 95.026 86,100 79,350 79,871 90,161 k5,933
1958 76,553 64, 214 79,4l
1055 103,698 62,716 90,735 57,737 8,332 60,552 63,220
1950 87,656 81,82k 48,365 52,681 a0, 075
1052 111,760 105,647 51,092 52,692 51,057
1850 77877 €6,566 4,b52 50,255
2,503 56,873
1948 £0,308 62,222 61,690 61,082 50,737 59,006
1946 &4,876 53,692 4,205 41,231
19 58,627 61,173 61,751 60,513 58,758 56,249
E3sapomd Distriet was reduced over 100,000 in popuiaticn number due to reapporiienment. ef
1965, If arplied to 1964 congressional results, there would have been 65,103 Republican

vetes and 65,048 Demeeratic voles, less than ,08 per esnt difference.

SOURCE:

Tdaho, Sesrstary of Stete. Abstraet of Voles Cast at the General Flecticns. 194:-1966
by Arneld Williams (Boise, Idaho: 1957): National Revublican Congressionsl Committse,
Croanizational Analysis and Vole Histery, 7nd Consressicnal Digtrict, Idahs,
iWasiington, D.C., 1920), p. 1.
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These statistics indlcate a considerable amount of split tickst voting
and show the Republican presidential candidates have bsea more popular
than congressional candidates, with ths reverss being trus of the
Damoerats,

Sewond Uonzressional Distedct

Moving from the natienal and state-wide voting implications, the
voting statisties for congressmen from the Second Distriet show that
Republicans bhave bsen selected with a consistency of 77.3 per cent of
the time from 1920 to 1964, Table 4 shows that the Second Conpressional
District hes elected Demosratie comgrossmen for only two brief pariods
gince 1920, The first was 1932-1938 during the height of the Democratic
Now Deal and the sweond was from 1960-1964 when Ralph Harding was
vietoricus. The congressional pattern from 1920 to 1962 has given 54.3
per cent of the votss to the Republican candidats and 42,2 per coent to
the Democratic candidste,

The Second Tdstrict also has a history of political conservatism
among both Hapuhliean ami Demoecratic congrassisnal candlidates. Republicans
Henry Dworshak (1938-1945), John Sanborn (1946-1950) and Hamer Pudge (1950~
1360) were known and recornized a3 political conservatives who representsd

& conservativa district.lﬁ

Regarding the Damocrats cne author wrotes that,
Tdahe nade a sensation in 1938 by retiring James Fops (D),

ona of the fey dependable Hew Deal Senalors from the Far West

at the time, in faver of Hepresentative D, Worth Clask (D), a

conservative,’

Wrnterview with Jokn Sarborn, Hagerman, Liaho, COotobsr 2, 196M4:
Idaho Daily Statesman (Boise), John Corlett, "Politically Speaking,®
Novenber 15, 1954, p. .

gy Pomeroy, The Pacific 3lopa, A History of California, Orepon,
Washington, Idaho, Utah and Nevada, (New York: Aifred A, Xnopf, 1955].
P 251,
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Table 4uw,Sacord Distriet Congressional Votes

Year Repablican Demoeratic Progressive

19562 70.3 2947
1564 E2.2 47.8
1062 L7.2 52.8
19460 L3.8 51.2
1958 55,0 45.0
1956 60.0 40,0
1954 60.8 9.2
1952 66,2 33.8
1950 57.1 2.9
1948 51.1 48.9
1946 60.7 393
1954 823 47,5
1942 64,8 Ls5,2
1940 53.1 Lt .9
1933 53.6 ha 4
1536 3945 60.5
1934 39.3 60,7
1932 L3 55 eT
1530 61,6 35 .4
1928 640 35.6
1926 60.4% 15.8 22,8
1924 el 6 15,6 28.8
1922 : 28,5 23.7
1920 63.0 37.0
Average 54,3 k2,2 (25.1)

———

BSacond District was reapportisred in 3965, An
interpelation of ths 1955 realigrment of votes
applied to the 1G04 election wonld have given the
Repubilican candidate 50,4 per cent insiesd of
£2.2 per ceont,

SOURCE: Statisties of the Coneresslionz] Elections
3920-1950, cempiled by the Clerk of the House
ot Represontatives., (See Appendix I.)
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Clark had besn the Second District Congressman from 1934.1938, before
he ran successfully for the senata.12

The election of Ralph Harding as Second District Congressman
in 1960 brought a Democrat into office withoui the corservative views

of his predacessars.lj

Sumuazy

Since its inception in 1920, the Idaho Second Congressicnal
District has retained & basic Republican voting pattsen, although
rscent elections heve sesn a deelins in Rapublican voting strength,
Political conservetives of both partiss shared the congressional office,

until the election of Ralph Harding in 1960,

IESBB Appendix I.

13The Intermountain (Pocatello), Perry Swisher, "How Could He
Lose 3™ Novenber 5, 1904, pp. l=2.




CHAPTER II
POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

The distribation of Idaho's population corrssponds to the
preductivity of the land, in farming, lunberdng, grazing and mining.
The state is essentially a rural commorwsalth, with €1.4 por cent
of the population residing in the southern Second Congressioral

District in 1960 {409,949 of 66?.991}.1

Urban Araas

In 1960, Idaho had enly four citiess with populations over
25,000, all four being located in the Second Distrliet, Thay contaln
.3 por cent of the Distrial population and 35.3 per ceni of the
elipible Plstrict veters. These cliles and thelr potential voling
populations are given in Table 5,

The losation cf thess lavgor clties in the southern district
contributes to the shifl in 1ural psreentage of popuiation from
52,5 per cent state-wide to 48,6 per cent in the Second District,
These major urban arsas are the marketing and distribution centers.
Tor their surrourding raral arsas,. The mountainous contyel region
e&nd the lack of trarsportation facilities (there is no comnseting
railway 1livk and only ono highwsy bstweon north and south) have

encouragsd the cities in southern Idaho to develop closer economic

leE_Eighteenth NDagennial Census, p. 16.
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Table 5.=,1960 Population and Potsntial Voting Population of Urban
Areas of 10,000 or More in Sscond Congresslonal Distriet

B -
il ti— etie

City Fopulation No, Over 21 Years
Boise 34, 481 21, 588
Whitney (Suburb) %%f%%% E%f%%%
Pocatello 28, 534 15,682
Alameda (Suburb) %gf%gg nggg%
Idaho Falls 33,161 17,659
Twin Falls 20,126 11,760
TOTAL 140, 565 79,072
Second District Total Log, 949 222,254

SOURCE: The Highteenth Decannial Census, p. 14237,

and cultural ties with Utah, especially Salt lake City as the center
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints aznd Czden as the
center of the intermsuntaln railroad and shipping cumplex.z

Boise City and suburbs, (48,084} in Ada County in southwest
Idaho is the state capital and a commercial and manufacturing
center, Founrad in 1863 after the diseovary of gold in the
vieinity, it serves as the trade, processinz acnd shipping eenter
for the surrounding irrigated agriculiural, dairy and livestock
arsa, licarby VMountain Heme Alr Foree dase contributes signifi-
eantly to the avaa economy as does Epise Collepe.

e e

a redlread routing point and a transportation and shipping
canter for southoastern Idahe, I[ald out as 2 rallroad town at
the turn of the eentury, it hos seen an Avmy Alr Forcs PBasa
gnd a Naval Dedinance Plant come and go with World War 11,

zﬁhutchﬂs of Tdaho History 1847-1809 (Salt lske City: Sali laks
Triburs Precs, 1900); Po. O=0, 2227, 40, 2B83.297, 307. See also
Cornelius J. Bosnan, History of the Stats of Idaho, Lih ed. rev.
(New York, 1948), pp. 47-121,




large phosphate and chemical factorias are proecessing and producing
increasing amounts of marketable products that contribute to
the economy. It is alsc the home of Idaho State University.

Idaho Falls (33,161) in Bonnevills County is the hub of the upper
Snake Eiver Valley in seastern Idaho, and is g csnter for potato,
wheat, suzar beet and livestock growing, foed processing, metal
working and lumbering. It is the only large urban area without a
college or university, but is served by Ricks College at Rexburg,
25 milee northeazt, The Atomle Energy Commission has its headquarters
offices here for multi-million dollar research projects baing
conducted at the Atomic Site on the desert west of the city. First
settled in the 1R50's as Eaple Rock and chartered under its present
nams in 1890-18391, it has one of the largest municipally owned
hydroslectric plants in the Unlted States.

Twin Falls (20,175}, the largest city in south.central Idaho,

was laid out in 1903 as a trading point for a large private
irrigation project, incorporated as a eity in 1907, and is today
a processing and shipping center for the surrounding Magie Valley
and Hagerpan Velley sreas in dairying, agriculturs and stock
raising. Southern Idaho Junior College is an important new
developmant to this area, T"Roek-ribhed® Rapublicans from Kansas
apd Nebraska helpedsettle the area.J

Of the 4,200 tons daily processing capucity of the Utah-Tdaho
Sugar Coupany in 1909, 2,600 tons wers harndled in the Idaho Falls,
Sugar City, Blackfoot and Nampa sugar factories, Zion's Merchantile

Cooperative Institnticn (ZCMI) had branches in Idaho Falls and Boise.

The Szlt Lake Tvibune and Telogram, Salt lake Hewald and ths Deserst

News servicsd the area in news and distribution. The Harriman Rail
Roads end the Rle Grand radlrezds jolned othar cross-country rail

lines at Fbcatalln.u

Raral Avsas
The rural charscteristies of the Second Congressional Distriet

revolve around the exploitation eof tha abundant water, grasses,

Jinformation raceived from the Chambors of Commercs in Poisa,
Focatello, Idaho Falls and Twin Falls.

H3ketohes of Tdaho History 1B47-1900,
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forasts, minerals and rich soll of ths mountain wvalleys and the fertile
decomposing lava and voleanic ash of southern Idaho. ILight rainfall
is supplemented by extenslve irrigation to produce heavy yields in
diversified farming. Some of the major irrigation systems are the
Northside Irrigation Project (located on the north side of the Snake
River in the Jerome area) which comprises 700,000 acraes; the Twin

Falls Project which totals nearly 1,000,000 acres; and the Boise Valley
Projeet which involves nsarly 500,000 acres. Smaller systems are

found in various eastern Idaho aveas,d

The princlipal sourcss of farm income are from wheat, eattle, and
potatoss, Fruit production in the Bolse Vglley is extensive and
profitable., COthor principal field crops are sugar besats, field pezs,
hay and varicus grains,

The leading animal industries esre those zssociatad with the
raising of cattle, sheep and swine. Cattle is segond only to wheat
as & major sourcs of farm income in the Distriet and state.

Primayrily an exporter of raw materials, in exchange for imported
mamifactured gocds, mich of the Distriet's soft winter wheat is shipped
ebroad, particularly to the Ordent; potstoecs, esttile, sheep and swine
erc shipped to ths eities of the sastern Uniled States; California
gets spring lambs, and dalry produets; and Anaconda in Momtana
procosses large volumes of the vast phosphate rock depesits in southern

Idato.®

ﬁ#ardlu Fishor, The Tdaho Encyelopadia {Caldwsll: Caxton Printers,
1938), pp. 35-423: Dorothy U, Jonansen and Charles M, Gates, Empira of
The Coluubia; a History of the Paeifie Northwest {Mew York: Shaw and
Melionald, l“SfTT Bp. 77-95; Skeuches of ldaho History 1847-1909, pp. 283-293.

&
Tdahn ®

Infermation received from the Idaho Farm Buresu, Focatello,


http://cit3.es
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The history of the rural areas of the Second Disirict through
two world wars and almoest twenly yeavs af agricultural depressions
betwaen tham is typieal of other wesiern rural arsas. The demands of
World War I brought prosperity through the high prices pald for
ggricultural, mineral and forest produsts. The decade of the 1920's,
preperous for everyone but farpers, brovght a dreary depression to
the rural popunlailon, and the great depression of tha 1930's was added
misery. The ysars of World Wer II and the Korcan War caused an upturn
in prosperity for 2 period, bul tool many of the younger gensration

of f the farms to ssrve overseas or to work in wer plants, never to return,’

Popnlation Pathtarns and Sourcesn

Idahe has been innoculated, washed over ard settled by many
incoming and outgoing population patterns, particularly ths southorn
district. The Trontier Gold Rush from 1850-1870 aitracted thousands
of prospeotors, speculaters,and attendani boom-town followers. Scoma
romained as permanent residents, bml the remota ¥instant geld towms”
patereod out with the dwindling availability of the precious ores and
the ®"eress-roads" became the accepled sites for cities such as Boica.B

Idaho was part of the Washington Terrcitory formed in 1859
from the Oreagon Territory, but the thousands of foriune seskers
birought agitation fer separastion. The need for law and order impelled
the ereation of the Idaho Territory on Mareh 3, 1863, Originally
larger than Texas, the eastern-most secteor was withdrawn in 1864 to

form Montana Territory, and in 1858 snother segment was given to

?Fishsr, pr. 213=319, ard Johansen and Catss, pp. §8-338,

BFiEI'L‘EI‘. pe 35%.
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Wyoming.? A constitutional convention was held in 1889, and Idaho
became a state in 1830,

In the Second District immigrants from the mid-west came to
tame the Mapgic and Hagerman Valle].rﬁ.ln Mormon dimmigrants from abroad
and from Utah wers sent te settle the fertile walleys of ths Snake
River and its tributeries. Some of thelir ssttlements such as the
1imhi expedition in 1855 failed and were relocated, but most of them
flourished in their chosen lucation.ll Railroad towns such as
Pocatello and Glenns' Ferry have drawn in people of considerable
variety. Military bases such as Mountain Home Alr Force PBase and
Phillips Army Air Force Field at Focatello (phased out in late 15L0's),
have btrought fresh blood and idsas. In industry phosphate plants,
lumbsr and wood procassing mills, food processing plants, Atomle Energy
Commission contractors and tourism have spawnsd new economic, pelitical

and popnlation davnlﬂpmants.lz

The Mormon Influsnca

fne of the most controversial ard puzzling aspects cof Idaho's
political history, and perhaps an enlgrma in itself involves the

meuborship of the Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints (Mormons)

Itubert H. Baneroft, A Mistoryef the Pacific States of MNorth
America, ¥XVI (San Francisce: History Compatiy, 1890), Dp. 3PL=325.
Ses also Irank C. Hobartson, Fort Hall: Q(ateway to the Orseon Country
(New York: Hastinzs Howse, 1953), pp. 100=-100.

10

Jchansen anud Cates, p. 79.

Myarrill D, Beal, A Histery of Southeastern Tdaho (Caldwells
Caxton Printars, 1942}, Ops 136<153, See alsc J, B, Rawlins, Exolering
Idaho's Pash {qal* Izke City: Deserat News Press, 1963), pp. 75-78,
J05-128, 137150

127

mnsan and Gates, pp. 79-83,
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residing in the state, Their entry into Idaho was begun under the

direction of President Brigham Young before the territory was incor-

13

porated, Barly ecivil governmant among them was similer to that of

the central body in Utah,l¥

As the Mormon pionsars entered Utah in 1847, they brousht to

a elosa tha first, or foundation, peried of Ulah politics during
which tha Mormons had developed a patiern of volting as a bloc,
usually for the Democratic ticket. The second psricd extends from
1847 to 1870 and is characterized by a close union bestween Church
and state and the absence of opposing political parties, DMNomina=
tions were frequently made through Church groups and candidates

then were unanimously elscted. However, a= the non=Mormon population
increasad in Utah, dissatisfaction with ths Mormoen monopoly of
politics also increased and in 1670 the Liberal Party vas organized
by non~Mormons. The Mormons promptly responded with the orgenization
of the People's Farty and two=-party politics arrived in Utah.
However, it was two-party polities based on the religious Mormon-
Eon-ﬁbrmmn split and used local rather than national names and

ssues,

The incorporation of Idaho into the Washington Terrdtery in
1859 and eventual establishment of the Territory of Tdaho in 1863
brought attandant pressures and influences upon the lMormen comrunities
and their pattern of eivil and Church 1ntarralatinnahips.lﬁ The
growing hostility in Conzress toward polygamy found expression in
several laws designod to eliminate the practlcee which were enforced
by federal and territorial officlals. Idahe Mormons adopted the
political party prec®dent of the Utah membsrs and endesavored o

defend thelir religlous position in the territory and before Cﬂngrﬂﬁﬁ.l?

135&31. pp. 93.153, 168-227.

Norman K. Ricks, Mormon Settlsment of Snaks River Fork
Conntry, 1883-18973 (Prove, Utah: Brigham Youns University, M.S.
Thasis, 1950), 190 pou, See also Beal, p. 297-319.

Lgtewart L. Grow, "The Davelopment of Political Parties in Utzh,"
The Western Pelitical Quarterly, XVI (Septembar, 1961), p. 39.

161daho Territory, Bevised Statutes (1887) Sections 1.6,
1?“The Fights of Citlzenship,” a brlefl in re H, R, bills ios.
1478, €153, and the petition of the Bear Iake County, Idaho Tery.. n,d.,n.n.
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The progressive Constitution of Idaho adopted in 1887 contained
a controversial seetlon disenfranchising Mormons becauss of pnlygamylg
ard at that time nearly every lMormon wes suspact. This clause, with
its test oath, has sinco been neglected, and the Idaho Iagislature
withdrew restrictions on Mormems after 1H93: but protlems with veting
rights of Mormons persisted for many years,1?

The actual Idahe Mormon population in 1890 was not knowm and
the First Fresidency of the Church was endeavoring to determine it
by peisonally commissioning A. Milton Musser, a prominent Mormon

leader, to gather the statizties.?? In 1852, there were six stakes

(geographical subdivisions of the Church) in southern Jdaho: 2L

Bannook Stake: Embracing all members from the Porataello-Bannock
County area north to the Montana border.

Bear Lake Stake: Including Mormons in the Bear lake Valley on
the Utah slde as wsll as on the Jdaho side.

Cache Stake: Frinelpally located in Logan, Utah, some membars
in tha Cache Valley on tha Idaho beorder were ineluded.

Cassia Stake: TIneludad members of south central Tdahe and
across the border in Utah.

Malad Stake: Tneludsd both Jdaho and Utah members in the Malad
Valley.

Oneida Stake: Inmeluded nenbers in the Praston area and nerth to
tha Bannock Stake,

- —

8y.5. Congrass, Houss, Commities on the Territories, pnti-
Mormon Te\t Cath, Avzumants of Fonorable J. M., Nelson, Honorable A,
B, Carlion. and Eh:.rp Willizm Eudoe, in Cpoesition to the Cunatighjégﬂ
to the P“uuosﬁd h* *E of T”ﬂhﬂ Adopted 2t Poise CLLy, AQCUSt 5 M8,
F“da pﬂla“ﬁ u‘g EL.W;iLDﬂ on *F: Territories of the House of Rﬂrr *rntrq
tives, Janvary 21 ard Feorusary 6, 1890, S0th Cong., 2nd Sess. (Washington,
D.C.: U. 5, Goveranent Printing Offiece, 1890). Ses Also James R,
Clark, Massarss of tha First Prosidsney (Salt Iake City: Bookerafti
Publishers, 19087, 11T, ps 153a

19, Herrill C. Hancen, Ths Role of Fhetoric in the Meownon Sufffraee
Debate in ldaho 1880.1906 (Stanford, Califormia: Staniord University,
Unpublished FPa.l. Dissertation, 1958}. pp. 317-358, Sez also Beal, p. 317.

20C1afk, pp. 200-201. An spproximation of 25,000, which is
about Z& per cent of the 1890 census population of 88, 543, was mads by
Beal, p. 315,

21C1avk, pp. 236238,
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By 106h, the Meormon Church membership in the Second Congressional
Distriet had grown to approximately 150,000 and was divided among 39
stakes averaging 5,850 meambers eanh.zz This amounted to approximately
37 per cent of the total Second District population (409,949 in 1960).%3

Idaho Mormons have never compiletely overcome the misunder-
standing and rdstrust shown them by non-Mormons, and linecaring suspicinns

have caused many diffieulties between 'i,hem.m

2epean Hansen, Questionnzire {o Stake Presidents and Bishops in
the Second Conzressional Distriet,compiled in Decembsr, 1965, and
January, 1966, Provo, Utah.

23The Fighteenth Docernial Csnsus, p. 1416,

‘?'Ll‘ﬂf intercst is an interview between a representative of the
Salt Iake Times, a non-Mormon Republiean paper, and Presidents Wilford
Woodruff and George Q. Czwmon, upon the attitude of the Church with
regard to politics, Juns 23, 1891, as feund in James R, Clark,
Mossages of the First Presidency, pp. £11-217,




CHAPTER III
THE 1964 CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATES

Palph Harding, Democratl

Ralph Ray Harding was born September 9, 1929, in Malad City,
Idaho, the eoldest of seven children of Ralph W. Yarding, a Tarmer
and high school athletic coach and who is presently a member of the
Malad Mormon Staks High Council, His grandfather, Ralph J. Harding,
Was an early resident of Malad Valley and served several terms as the
State Senator from Cnedda County prior to and durding the 1920's. He
was also a Domoeratic National Committeemsn in 1928 and ran unsuecessfully
for Conzress in that yoar (See Appendix I).

Harding spent his boyheood days on the family farm and atiended
school at Malad and gt 3t. Anthony where his father movsd to teach.
Ho has 2 bachaler's degree in political sclence Trom Bripham Young
University, and has taken graduats work in aceounting. He fllled an
L.D.&. (Mormon) mission in the central states ard served as an officer
in tha Avmy during the Korean War,

In 195%, Hardine was elected as State Representative from Oneida
County for 19551956 while s5till attending college, and commuted from
Prove, Utah, to Malad on weekends to campaign, Ha served in the Idaho
House of Ropresentatlives as 2 member of the Reclamation and Trrdigation,

Publie Health, Flish and Game, and Judlcinry Commitisas,

i Falls Times-Nous, "Your Cerdidates for United States
Representative,” Gensrzl Elscilon Supplemant, Novumber 1, 1964, p. 9;
Idaho Stats Jearnal (Pocatello), "Hirding Vows Not to Aveid Controversy
in Election Eid," April 23, 196k, p. 16.
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Harding is married to Willa Conrad, a formsr school teacher from
Iona. They are the parent: of four children: Ralph David, Cherie,
Charlene and John Kennedy. Harding and his family are active members
of the Mormon Church.

He worked as o staff auditor with the national C.P.A. firm of
Touchse, Niven, Balley and Smart for abeut 2 year. Immediately prier
to his 1960 election to Congress, he was employed at the Ameriecan
Potzto Company in Blackfoot as comptroller. Harding 3s a member of ithe
dmerican Legion, Reserve O[ficers Association, Air Force Association
and past membor of the Hlackfoot Chamber of Commerce and iions Club,

Recoiving 51.2 per cent of the votes, Harding's elsction to
Congress in 1900 over incumbent Republican Hawer Budege made him the
younzest menmber of the 87th Congress at 31 years of age. He was re-
elected by a 52.8 per cent majority in 1962. Harding was the first
Demoerat slected from the Second Distriet sines 1935, Upon his electisn
to Cougress in 1960, Hardinz was nased to the House Agricouliure Commitise,
and its subcommitiees on Wheat, Fowests, Domestio Farketineg, amd
Foreign Apricnl*ure. He was later nam=d to the Demporatic Ceongresaional
Campaign Committes.

After his defeat in the 1964 eleection, Harding was nared spacial
assistant to the Sscretary of the Alir Fores, serving in that capacity
until Mareh 18, 1966. When he resigned to entor the Idaho Senate race
in 1966, hs was givon the hichest award the Air Force can bestow upon
a ni?ilian.z His bid for the Senate againsl incunbent Republleun

Sernator Len B. Jordan was wnsuccessful. Harding is presently workirg

2Tdato State Jowrnal (Pocatella), "Jovdan, Harding Unopposed
in Priuary," July 20, 1966, Primary Flection Supplement, p. 5.
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in an execulive position with the headquarters ¢ffice of the American

Potato Company in California.

George Hanson, quublican3

George Verncn Hanser was born September 14, 1930, in Tetonia,
Idaho, the oldest of three children of Dean E. Hansen, a grzin buyer
and elavator manazer for Farmer's Grain Cooperative (headquartered
in Ogden, Utah). His father also operated a service station, cafe,
and seven-unit apartmente.motel complex and was a village trustee and
served 2s a Damceratic precinet committesman during several years of
Franklin D, Roosevell's tenure. His paternal grandfather was a
pioneer and Rapuhlican County Commissioner in Tetom County and Bishop
of Clawson L.D.S. Ward there for twenty=three years. His maternal
grandfzther was a Republican precinet commitieeman in S5t, Charles,
Bear Lake County, during the late 1930's and early 1940's.

Hansen grew up in Tetonis, working in the family enterprises,
on farms and a5 g sectione~hand for the Union Pacifiec Railroad during
tesnage summars. He was greduated from Teton High School in Driges,
aud received a bachelor's degree frcm Ricks College in 1955, with
hongrs, in history and Russian. He has done gradwate werk in edusation
et Idaho State University in Pocatello and is a graduate of businzss
college in accounting and maznagement. He served three snd ona<half
yoars in the Adr Foree, pgraduated from an Army langaage school in
Russian, and is cwrrently a U.5. Haval Reserve officer.

Bansan 1s marcied to Constance Sus Camp of Feragould, Arkanssas,

whou ha met while in aviation cadet tralning school at nsarby Malden

JyiinTalls Tuos-News, "Your Cordidates for United States
Bepresenlative,” November 1. 1964, General Electiun Supplenent, p. 9
and personal knowledge of avilor.



Adr Foroe Base in Malden, Misscouri, in 1952. Connle 3is a former
Mrs., Pocatello (1958) and is active in civie and community affairs.
They are the parents of five children: Steven George, James Vernon,
Patricia Sue, Williem Dean and JoAnn, Hansen and his family ars
active members of the Mormon Church,

Hansen was a former grain buyer and elevator manager in Tetonia
and Soda Springs {or Farmer's Grain Cooperative, a former sclence
and mathematics teacher in Focatello and has hsd considerable experience
in sales, clerical and construction work. Prior lo his election to
Congress in 1954, he was employed ac an insurance underwriter with the
Yew York Life Insurance Company in Pocatello.

He is 2 member of Kiwanis, 20-30 Club, American lagion, Chamber
of Commerce in Pocatello, life Imsurance Underwiriters Associetion,
Farm Buresu and has been a P.T.A, president, Bannock County Heart
Fund Chairman and active in United Fund drives. In Banhock County,
he was Young Republican chairmzn, Counly Publicity Chairman, a
precincet commltteoman and on the County Ceniral Committes,

Hansen was elscted mayor of Alameda on April 25, 1061,%
and h&l?ad govern the successiful merging of Pocatells and Alameda;
subsuequently being elected in 1962 and serving as vice-chairman of the
Peeatello City Covmission in a normally heavily Democratic city. He
gerved two terms as a momber of the Board of Directors of ths Tdaho
Municipal ILeague, holping to reorganize and reolecate it in Boise. Ha
hsd a program aecepted on "Understanding Communism™ by the Idsho
State Pozrd of Educalion and gave lecturss on it throughout the

sinta.

uIdnhG State Journal (Pocatelle), "Hansen Flacted Mayor of
Alamada " Apeil 26, 1961, p. 1.
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In 1942, Hanscn made an unsuccessful late-starting bid for
the Republican nomination to the Senate against Jack Hawley of Boise,
winning "all of eastern Idaho cutside of Benneville County with a
pne-mar, shoe-string nampaign.”5

Shortly after the Juns primary election, Republican Senator
Henry Dworshak died (July 23, 1962) and Hansen again sousht the interim
appointmant end nomination to this second Senate seat, but wasg passed
over in favor of foruer Republican Governor Len B. Jerdan.é The
primary against Hawley netted Hansen enough loeal write-in vote: to run
in the genoral election for Bamneock County State Representative,; but
here apain he was riafﬂatni.? The fellowing year, October 8, 1953,
Hansen was re-elected for the second time to the Pocatello Uity
Commission and was the third hichest wele getter on the seven-man
commission.

Upon his eleection to Congress in 1564 with+52,2 per cent of
the votes sast, Hansen was named to the folleowing cormmitiess:

Interior and Insular Affairs
Subcommittees: Publie Lands
Indian Affairs
Irrigation and Reclamation
Agriculture
Sutcommitiess: Forests
Wheat

Family Farms
fural Develorment

5Tha Tdaho Cbserver (Boise), 'Politicos Huddle; Who's Got the
Ball," June 11, 1564, p. 2.

EIdaha S%ate JDurEal (Pocatelle), Bill Hall, "Political Seratehe
pad," July 25, 1952, p. .

?Bannuck'Cnunty, Abstract of Votes Cast al the General Elestion
Noverber 6, 1962 (Pocatello, Idaho: Issued by Szreh Devaney, Bannook
County fuditor, 1963).

BI&aho State Journal (Pozatelle), "How the City Voted," Octobor 9,
1983, pp. i-F.
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Republican Commitise on Commitises
Republican Congrsssional Campaipn Committes
GOP Agricultures Task Force
In 1956, Hansen was re-elscted to Congress with 71 per cent of the

Second Distriect voie,



CHAPTER IV

THE PRIMARY NOMINATION

On May 7, 1964, Democrat Ralph Harding and Republican Goorge
Hansen filed thelr pstitions, over 1,000 siznatures each, to enter
the Second District Congressional electign race, L Also filing
nominating pstitions were Republicans Keith Schofield, former assistant
Attorney Gensral for Idaho, and Dick Smith, State Senater and wheat
farmer from Madison Euunty.z
Harding eited the lssues he would emphasizs in the coming
campaign to ba,
1. Economle development of the stats
2. Protection and developrent of state water resources
3. Extension of Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and
its marketing area inte southern Idahe,Jt
Reclamation, BPA and econemic factors were thus accsntuatsd as his
central thens,
Hansen 12id his emphasis on a different baeis, end pledped,
1. 7"The most progressive and hard-fighting campaign seon in
Idahe for many years,
2. "pased on the most powsrful prlﬁ;iyla in the frees enterprise
system, positive conservatism,n

Hansen plammed to use an intense campaign to rell himself and his

dynamie approach to conservatism.

1T4eho Stats Journal (Pocatello), "Harding Sess Water, BPA
as Top Issues, and Hansen Fniers GOP Race for Congress Sealt," May 7,
196k, p. 1.

“Ibid.
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Schofield eccnsidered himself a coriservative and based his
approach o his "nine ysars of practiecal experisnce" witnh the United
States Dopartment of 5tate, which enabled him to understand ths
"world Communisti Menace™ and the "encroachments of the Federal
Government on our state, local and individual 5phsras.ﬁ5

Smith identified himself as a mederate conservative and called
for "less government control and regulation of our basie industries"”
and eriticized Herding's overwconcern M™with matters totally unrsiated
to his congressional dutias."ﬁ

All four candidates weres active membars of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Iatter-day Saints (Mormon). Schofield and Smith "said the
guestion of relizion would not be a public issve in the campaign,
unlsss ralsed by Harding," and that he had misused his offies by
"mixing polities and religion" in the controversy over his eritieism
of Ezra Taft Benson, an Apostla of the Mormen Church, ! However,
both made comments touching on the Bonsoun ineddent, sspselally Sehofield 2
Harding made frequent defense of his Benson-Dirch criticism.? Hanasen

felt that it was "a siznifieant though undercurrent sssue, L0

s —

SSchofiold Campaign Committee of Rugert, "Keith for Congress,®
literaturs. {Mrs. Glen Q. MeFride, Saecretavy)

éfuahu State Jowrnal (Foestello), “Madicon Man Enters Race for
U.S. House," April 12, iJ0%, p. l.

?Id,ah{: State Journal (Foeataollo), “REpubli(’um Hoach Agrcement
on One Item, Herding Must Go," Jone 24, 1964, p. 5

aPerﬂnn.:l knowledge of author.

gn“ﬁqtun Citicen, "Politicos Cpen 1964 Campaign," Seplember 3,
196!, p. 1.

Weoeue Dratere lene Press, "Defeat of Harding Idsho's Scle Upset,”
HNovewber E}ﬁ 'EE:IJ:. . ¥ R
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The three types of conservatism represented by the Republican
candidates might be sunmardzed as follows:
Smith: Moderate (and relaxed) conservativell
Schofield: Nzgative or obstructive conservative ("iWe must
stop the federal government from inereasing its power

over us, and oppose buresucratic intervention in our
affairs,n)12

Hansen: Positive conservatism ("I'm not goinz to spend you to
death with irresponsible liberalism or starve you to
death wlth do=nothing conservatism., I like to zot things
dona,...to do it the right and lasting way, not the
expedient way. Positive conservatism is where a free
poople can rise o individual challenges to perform teo
excellenca, with government doing only for its eltisens
what thoy aren't able to do for thems alvﬂ$.“}13

Harding regarded himself and was understeed to bo of a different

political temperament. He was designated as a liberal, it

Party Yeminsting Conventions

On Juns 12-13, five wesks after ths filing of petitions to
run, both partiss held their nomination comventions, the Demonrats
ir Boise and the Rspublicans in Jdaho Falls., Candidatss who had
filed for offices wers Yo be corsidered ard voted upon by the conven-

tion to determins who was to be placed on the party's primary ballot,l5

1lrgen Assorblies Mast This Week,” p. 7.

12ugeith for Congress" campaign literature; ses 2lso Ideho
Dedly Statssuan (Boise), "Schofield Says Dsumocrats Hope to tShape
Sceaity, '" April B, 1962, p. 6.

13Id=s"m State Journal (Pocatello), MHanssn Started Bshinde-And
Ha's Runmrig to Cateh up," July 11, 1964, p, 5,

-

1#Tha Tdaho Chserver (Boisze), SHD, "Balph Hardinz: UHs Didn't
Koty When to Duck,® hovember 19, 1964, Pa 13 Thﬂ lﬁtﬁ““nunuﬁiﬂ (Pocatells),
Perry Swisher, “Fﬁw Cenld He lase," November 9, 104k, vp, l-2; Idaha
Evening Statesman (Boise), "Candidates in Congress Racs Givd," Sept. 7,

-

155, p. 1.

15Tba Taho Chserver (I joise), "Pelitiees Huddle: Wha's Cot the

BallP" June Ll, 1969, D 2.
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Harding was nominated for the Congressional slot in the Avzust 4,
primary by acclamation by ths Damocrats wilthout npp:}Sitinn.lé

On the Republican side, a spirited contsst had developed,
Omith, as & State Senator, had much of the party "regulars' pledsed
to vots for him at the convention. Schofield had spsnt several
months lining up encugh delegates to place him on the ballot. Hansen,
who had announced for thes congressional race just a wesk befors the
filing dead-line, was hard pressed to muster the nescessary 20 per
cent delegante vole to get on the ballot., During tha few weeks betwesn
the filinz and tha convention vote, he visitsd and wrote nearly evary
delegate in twenty-five counties (325) in an effort to secure the
necessary support (See Appendix VIII), All three candidatos were
finslly endorsed by the comvention, Homsen by 22 per cent (44 votes)

to enlsr the Primury Election in Augast.l?

Frimary Campaiem

The gampaign leading up to the Primary Eleciion on August 4,
was in many respects a dull one, Smith spent his time "worline
with tha pariy proz and . atternding Republican meetings at whieh
Republicans spent thelr time tallking ts each other,” expscting the
necessary help at the party level to put bim acress in the primary.ls
Schofisld confined his campaipn for the most part to the heavily

populated Fepublican countiss of Minidoka (his birth place), Jeroms,

lsIdaho Sunday Statasman {E—oisa). ‘Demoerats Nominate Harding,
Wb..its'," J‘I.ll"-'—‘r lE; :19 "4‘1 pi lo

i Idsho Sunday Journal (Pecatells), "Gem Assembliss Meet T’t'-i‘
Week," Juns 7, 196, pp. i-2: John Corletht, "Politically Speaking,
Jdaho Daily Statesman [Eiu:r_.'sﬂ}. August 6, 1964, p. 4.

15{.'&:-1 att, p. 4,
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Cassia, Twin Falls and Ada (place of residence), anrd used the "home town
boy®™ approach in his llterature and ad?ﬁrtisamsnts.lg Schofield and
Smith hassled with each other and about Harding more than promoting
their own candidacies,
Cne week before the elction, in an atienpt to cut Hansen's
popular support in Pocatello, Smith eriticized Hansen for his pre-campaign
remarks castigating Idaho State University (ISU) offielals for their
lack of concern and apathy in dealing with the alledged misconduct of
several fsculty menbers. Hansen in turn erdlicized Smith, as a State
Senator on the Ssnate Fducation Committes, of taking already inadequate
funds meant for 1SU for the establishment of another four-year college
in north Jdaho, only thirty miles away from the University of Idaho.
Hansen secured the center stage in the area Trom this Exchangﬂ.zn
Republican State Senator Ferry Swisher (Bamnock), a supporter of
Smith for the Second Distriet congrassional offics ard editor of the

weekly newspapar, The Intermecuntain, accused Hansen of assoclations wilh

the John Birch Soceiety., He said he hesrd Hansen and John Russelot,

western states disirlct governor for the Bireh Sociely ard a Tormer
congressman from California, discussing a congressional race and finances,
Hansen denied the charge and sald he was with Swisher at a press conference
held for Busselot when he visited Pocatsllo, April 3, to speak at the
Focatello Lions Club, At that conferencs, Husselot explainsd why he

took the Birch Scciely job, instead of running for Congress again,

Hansen acoused Sulshar of twisting the facts to promote Smith's Eﬂmpﬂiﬁﬂ-zl

P e m—

IQSchafield Campalgn literature and personal knowledge of author.

dabo State  Jouwrna). (Pocatsllo), "GOP Foes Drag ISU inte Fray,®
July 25, 1964, », 1,

lebiq.. fRireh leadsr Speaks to Lions,” April 3, 1964, p. 1.
Interview with George V. Hansen, July 6, 1967 and personal knowledge.
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Hansen traveled across the District in & broad pattern, building
and solidifying his appeal in the counties around Pocatella. He
selected his campalign manaper from ths Praston-Seda Springs area who
organized and dirceted the campaign in southesastern Idaho, Mech of
Hansen's time was spant in the heavily Republican Polse Vallsy avea
where he souzhl to swing enough votes te make up for those he micht
lose to Schofield in the Magic Valley arca and to Smith in the Upper
Snake Hiver Valley. Roviving and developing the residual organization
and contaets of his unsuccessful Senate bid in 1962, Hansen got his
name, face and comments bafore tha voters. Coffee ard soecial hours,
service club speaking engagements, radio intorviews and television
appearances, bumper stickers, mors than eight thousand letfers of
personal endorseqmont by prominent community and Republican leaders io
registered Republican voters, and an unsolicited one thousand letiers
te Mormons on the Bolse Pench surplasmented hls intense person-to=person
ce.mpaign.z2 Hansen and his supporters pave ont over seventy-five
thousand pleces of campaign liferature up to the primary alantion.23

In the Magie Valley, formar Congrassman John Sanborn publicly
eriorsed Hanssn and several thousand coples of this endorsesent were
mailed by Hansen's supporters in that area. A sindlar endotrsement was
given by A. W. "Tony® Nasgle of Idaho Falls, recent president pro tem,
of the state Senate which was distribuled by the lansen campaign

organization in that ares (Sse Appendix VIII).

Ezlhnerviaw with Craig Mareus, Ada County Co-srdinator for
Hansen, Saptember 17, 1964,

23J0aho Stste Journal (Pocatello), "Hansen Views Hep. Harding es
Tough, Able Campaipner,® Aueust 1, 1064, p, 13.
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Harding did not campalen mueh during the wselts leading to the
Primary Election, maldng only oeccasional appearances from Washington,
D.C. to speak 2t various functlons. However, a newspapser analysis
shows he had almost a daily press releass printed in Idaho papers.

He filed his campaign expenses with the Secretary of State at Bolse
as $224,00, the fes for filing his nominating petition on May 7.2%

One political columnist reported hie wvlews of the approaching
primary electlon contest between Smith, Sehofield and Hansen as
being decidedly in Hansen's favor.

Pocatello City Commissioner George Hansen could pull the major
upsat of the 1964 primary election Aug. 4. He isn't supposed
to heve much of a chance in his raece for the Republiean con-
gressional nomination, but he lias been so busy eampaigningro
one has had the opportunity to tell him that.

Hansen is plunging shead with the never-say.dis confidence that
has becoma his trademark. He is in fact out-campaigning his
opponents, and may out-poll them come election day.

Hancsen's campalgn is ecatching fire, and there ara signs the
campaipns of his opponents are not. BSmith...is econduciing a
eampaign that is less than inspiring. Keith Schofield...is
somewhat hampsred by a lack of organization and campaizn funds...
and will net be able to gain the mementum to put him over the top.

Hansen, on the other hard hes a signboard that doss everything

but wave the flsg, His campaign literature...is sn eye~catcher
and an zsset. But those are details. The main reason Hansan
stands a chance where there is supposed to be nene is his gift

for pesrson-to-person campaipning. He's the hardest working of

the thres eandidates. Since the convention, he's bean en the road,
plunginzg into every section of the distrlect, pumping every hand

in sight,

?QIdaho Daily Statusman (Bolss) “Earding Reports Primsry Costs,®
August 27, 1964, p. 3. The Idaho State Jourhal (Posatello), Ausust 31,
"Swith Spends $1,974% in Eid," ». 2% Zxpanses ars reported for the
threa Repubiican eandidates durding thelr primary campaiens as:
Srith $1,974.00
Schafisld 3,891,204
Hansan 2,218.,00
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Stranpely onouch, Hansen's style as a ecampaigner is quite

similar to that of...Harding., Both men shake hands like a hunary
preacher,,.Ns candidate in Idaho is putting oui mora of a perﬁnnzl
effort than iansen. It could win him the primary election.?>

Primarv Electlon

On August 4, Hansen won the nomination as shown in Table 6
and the right to run agazinst Democratic incumbent Harding in the
General Election in November., On tho Republican ticket, Hansen

Teble 6e-, Primary Election Totzls, 156%

Candidate Democratle Republiecan
Harding (D) 25,684
Hensen (&) 15, 270
Sehofield (R) 13,252
Smith (R) 12,594
TOTALS 25,684 2,116

e

SQURCE: Tdahe, Secretary of State, Abstract of Votas
Cast for Cenelidatas at the N1n1n1u1ne Electinn

August < 196h

carried fifteen of the tweniy-five counties and ranked second in all
the pthers. In eight of the fiftesn, hs recsived roire than the combined
totals of Schofield and Smith. In Ada County, Hansen received 33.5

per cent of the Hopublican votes (U,589), which rave him hls victory
margin of 3,0i8: In the Magic Valley arez, he got 31,8 par cent.

By hnlding his evm in these two areas and carrying all of scuthsaszteorn

Idaho, Hansen was able to eripple Schofield's drawing power and

—

£97dahe Sunday Jovinal (Pecatello), BE11 Hall, "Politieal
Seratchpad,” July :’6 196%, p. &
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restrict Smith's winming area to the four Upper Snake River Valley
counties of Madison, Jefferson, Fremont and Clark, plus the thinly
populated county of Camas in the center of the statﬂ.a5

2619aho, Secretary of State, Abstract of Votes Cast for Candidates
at the Nominating Election, Aurust 4, 1004,




CHAPTER V¥

THE POLITICAL SETTING FOR
THE 1964 CONGRESSIONAIL ELECTION

Tha elsction of 1964 was a elimax of various soris, There
were issues and themes that had carried over from two prlor elections
in 1960 and 1962 in which Harding was victorious. Another current
washing into the ecampaign dealt with Harding's encounter with Ezra
Taft Benson and the John Birch Society., Farmers were facing problems
of immediate and long standing nature. The campalgn itself genesvatzd
several situations that kept voters' attention focused on the two

eandidates,

The Congressional Flecticn of 1960

The 1960 congressional slection between five-torm Republican
intumbent Hamer Budge and Harding as tha Demosratic ehallenpger cenlered
around tha issues of relizion and reclamation; and in reclamation
the item was Durns Croek Dam,*

Relisgien=-,In 1960, in Drew Pearson's natdonally syndicated

column, "Washington Hre-line,™ it was réported that Pudge had turnsd

the Mormon ward-teschars frem his door,? Raised 4n tha Normon

13!1;,»'4:1 A, Yartin, "The 1960 Electien in Idaho,™ The Western
Political Quarterly, ¥IV, No, 1, Part 2 (March, 1961), 3WIT3LZ,

zPerry Swisher, "How Could Hs Iose?® The Intermountain
(Pgaatulla}, Movembar 5, 1964, p. 1; and “Mormon Mlligan," Sapilember 29,
19:-3, Es L.




38
Church, Budge had married a non-Mormon and they had one child.
Thousands of reprints of this articls, bordered with a hesavy
black edge and later referred to as the "Elack-edged Ietter," were
distributed by Harding's supporters among the Mormon population in
the Second Distriet just prior to tha election. This article lent
impact to the letiers previously sent to bishops and stake presidents
in the district asking their assistance in promoting Harding's candidacy
among lMormon volars in their areas,”
One political columnist assessed the impact this religious
issue brought inte Harding's campaign this way,
He won his first term in Congress by using within the Church

the ascousation that Ehan Rep. Hamer H. Budge was in effect
not a "good Mormon,"

Creek Dam nesr Idahe Falls, The dam was to be built just below
Palisades Danm which had been c¢ompleted in 1958, on the Snake River
near the Wyoming bordar., DBudge authored a Burns Creek authorization
bill and introduced it in sach of thes Congresses in vhich he served
since 1955, An sppropriation of $500,000 continzent on authorization
was sscured by Budge in the 1959-1940 sessien of Congrass, but nc
avthorization.?

Harding made Durns Crask a political issue and succeedod in
defeating Eudge. In his campaign, Harding accused Budge of "negativism,®

ard said that Budze could not gat the Burns Creeix bill oul of committaee

31nterview with Bishop Geoirge Carlsen, Pscatello, August 17, 1664,

uldahu Daily Statesman (Boise), John Corlstt, "Politically
Speaking, " November &, 19064, p. &.

1bid., February 16, 1962.
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because he, "voled against everyone else's project and they voted
against him 8 Harding staked his political fulure and,
Made practliecally his entire campalgn for election on the claim
that his opponsnt, former Congressman Hamex Budge, Republican,
was so unpopular with the Democrats in Congress that the Bamms
Creel bill wa$ damned then because they figured he was in favor
of it.7
Harding's campaign thems was that "you can't have Burns Creoek and hava
Budge, too,"® Budge could not represent the district effectively, and
therefore mst ge. The necessity of vote trading in Congress was
emphasized by Harding.

Harding choss an issus that appealed to the psople of Idahe,
and chose the battlefields., BPudge was advised to ignore him, which he
did, and Harding took every pulitical advantage possible from it. \hen
Pudge didn't show up for a televisicn debate, Harding used the empty
chair to point out to the viewing electorats theti Pudze was unable
to meet the challenpes reguired in political lite.®

With his strong strstegy and tactiecs, Harding waged without

doubt the best campaign ever szen in Idahﬂ.lﬂ

He conducted a very
effoctive personal contact typs campalgn ints every area of the

district, and was well received, 2l He received considerabls finaneial

LT

?Idahn Dailyr Statosman (Soise), Editordal, "Hodst With His
Own Petard,” February 16, 1952, p. 5.

EIbid., *Doiitically speaking," p. b,
IPorsonal kncwledge of author,

1ﬂThe Tdaho (bserver (Poise), SHD, "Just Oae Little Hurdle Isft,n
Aupust 13, 1964, p, 1.

lllﬁahq_ﬁﬁats Journal (Pocatelle), "Hansen Views Rep. Harding
as Tough, Able Campaigner,™ fugust 1, 1964, p. 13,
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support from labor throvgh COPE in hie effort to defeat Budge (Ses
Appendix IX).

In lovember, Hardinz carrded sixtesn counties to defeal Budge
by 4,061 votes (50,161 to 86,100), while at the same tims on the
presidential level, Republican Richard Mixon was winning ovar Democrat
John F. Kermedy (102,705 to ?9,35ﬂ}.12 Harding won every county with
over 33 per cent Vormon population, except Franklin and Cassiald
where Budge's 1953-1960 margins went fram 621 to 683 and 1,471 to
695 rospectively. In 1958, Budge had carried every county with over
g2 per cent Mormon populatlion, except Bannook and Butte, and his
defieit in these two counties went frem 3,428 to €,5081 and 301 to
467, respectively. Harding carried every county in eastasrn Idaho
(the Purns Cresk arsa), esxcept sparsely vopulated, non.lormon (5.5

per cent) Clarl County end Freanklin County on the Utah hcrdﬂr.lﬂ

The Congrassionzl Election of 1962

The 1962 conzressional elsction between Demoerat incumbent
Hardinz and Ropubliean challenger Orval Hansen of Idaho Falls also
eontered around religiow and reclamatien, with the emphasis on the

Bonneville Fewsr Administration (BPA).

1251t Iake Tribune, 0. N, Malmguist, "President MoKay
Interviews Mixon, © tobar 11, 1960, p. 6! MNixon was "endorsed" in
& visit to President David Q. McKay of the Mormon Church, who said,

*I hope you win."

13Han:en fnestionnaire related to 1960 vote.

Widaho, Secretary of State, Abstrect of Votos Cast at the
General BElection November 8, 1960, (Boise), dissued by Arnold Willlams,
1961,
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Religione~.In Utah, the 1962 campalgn saw Reed Benson, son of
Apostle Ezra Taft Banson, ecampaign unsuccessfully for the Republican
congressional nomination. In the process, he spoke in many Mormon
ﬂhurches.lj In Oetober, he was appointed Ubah coordinator for ths
John Bireh Society and initlally made frequent use of Church mestings
and functions to promote the Saniaty.ls In Idahe, supporters of
Hardinz also wrote letiers to bishops and staka presidents requesting
that he be utilized in Church meetinss as a spsaker.l’
Upon being advised of thils, the First Presidency of the Mormon
Church lssued a letter to all bishops &nd stake presdients instrueting
them not to permii the use of Church meetings or facilities for
pelitical purposes of any type, and any party or any candidate.
We deplore the presumptlon of some politicians, espscially
officers, cocirdinators and members of the John Birch Soclety,
who undsrtake to align the Church or its lsadership with thsir
partisan vlews,
We agalin urge our bishops, stake presidents, and olher officers
of the Church to refuse all applications for the use of our
chapeis, cultural hslls, or other meeiing places for pulltl.al
meetlings, man+;n“aisigw propaganda, or to promote any person's
politice]l ambitions,

This rasponse, howaver, served to focus Interest on Harding's relation-

ship to and activily in the Church as compared to that of his opponent,

Orval Hansen, who was a Mormon but had a non-Mormon wife and children.

lﬁ']'.ha Washineton Post (Washinston, D.C.), Julius Duscha,

WBenseals Son Ciaims Ao Has Tripled Utzh Bireh Membership,” May 20,
1963, pp. Al-AZ,

15U S. Consressional Record, 88th Congress, lst ses., 1963,
CIY, Ne. 153, 17209, Ses also Ibid,

17 tptapview wAth WAllds R. Ward, Stake President, Focatsllo,
Decembar 25, 1945,

lsﬂmserut Wews, Church Section (Salt Lake City), Jen. 3, 1963,
p. 2. Ses Algo Appendix IV.
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An interesting side-fesilure abeout "morality" invelved formar

President Harry Truman who came to Idahe te ecampaign for Harding.
The Demoecratic candidate fer Governor, Vernon K. Smith, was runanine
on & progambling platform, Truman said at a rally in Peeatello that
gambling,

Is the worst thinz 1in ths world, I don't belisve in it.

Too many people hava Jumped out the window because of Navada,,.

If you wan® a Nevada, you ean have it, so go ahead and de what

you daun well please.l’
The Democratic gulematordal ¢andidate was not elscted that fall, Harding
was.,

Reclamationn~,By February 15, 1962, Harding had to admit that
the Barnsg Creslk bill had "met ite death” and the $50 millicn re-
regulating and power projeoct could not be gotten out ef ths Interior
Conmittes., The $500,000 contingent aprropriastion had also been
resninded.

As Tirst conceived, the re-regulatirg dam would have cest aboub
$6 million, Tts lone function would have baen to regulate the river
balow Palisades Dam so that preject's genarators could opeirate at
full efficiency without disturbing tha flow of tho river domstreawu. Is
nore powar, and thus move cosi, was added to Barns Creel, it begane
1ess faasible, As last proposad, the dam was not a2 reclamation
structure, bul was @8 psr cent ptwmr,zl

The Interior Commitles was composed of thirteen Demoeratic and
nineg Hapibllean eongressman, Recognizing that "there have alusys beon

& few Demoerats who sra opnoased™ to tha kill, the Seeratary of the Intarier

191Tnp 1962 Elsetien in Idaho,™ The Wastern Political Ouarierly,
‘XVI, Mo. 2 (June, 1983), p. B25.

FDh*uﬁJB*Lar "Congrassman Hardins Reports from Washingtom,"
Fabruary 1;, 1962,

Plopriatt, p. b,
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advised that they key to passage of the bill was "to take out the

political overtene and treat it as we do 2ll othsr reclamation areaﬁ."zz

Unfortunately, Harding made a bitter personal attack on the integrity

of those who refused to report the blll out of commities, eight

Reopubliecens and four DemcnratS,Eﬁ and latsr wrote that,

It met its death as a result of the filibustering techniques

of Congressman John Saylor, the Power company stooge from
Pennsylvania...Tne (&) Demoerats were southern members who
rarely support legislation of this type and who had besen highly
lobbied by the power companles,?

Exceptions to Hardings's remarks wers taken, ard one congressman replied,
Congrsss in its wisdom has put the seventesn lWWestern reclamation
states in a very favored position at greal cost to the other
taxpayers of the United States....If you abuse that, my young
friend...Congress will elamp dowm.,,(the present Burns Cresk
proposal 3s) not justified under the irrigation and rsclamation
laws of this Hation,"2J

To charge Harding with failure of Burns Creek would be an

over simplification and perhaps unfair. Budge was also plagued with

lack of sueccess. When Harding introdveed another bill for a dam on

the Teton River (Toton-Fremont or Lower-Teton Dam), he atiempted to
tie the Burns Creek "development® in with it and was criticized by ons
political columnist for endangerdng an uncontroversial and feasible
project:

We regerd Mr, Harding's record on thess major river projescts

to be one of immaturity and bad judgment, His careor may wa%l
gnd whore it bagan, on the issue of personal effectivenoss,®

220oylatt, p. M.

23u., 8., Conzressicnal Record, 87th Cong., 1st Sesa., 1961,
CVII, No. 56, pp. 5051-5053,

zqﬁﬁyglgiigg, "Congressman Harding Reporis From Weshington,®
February, 15, 1262,
hilf] ]

E?Eunﬁresaiqggl Record, Op. Cit., p, 5052.

26 e Intermeuntain (Pacatelle), Parry Swisher, "Harding, Ain
Appraisal,” February 17, 1962, p. 2.
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Eonnaville Power Associstion--.In the 1962 campaign, Harding

shifted from the dam campalgn to its cousin, BPA, and called for Idaho
to be made part of BPA's marketing area., He said that would "let
Idaho have its rightful share of the low-cost (public) power generated
by water originating in.]ﬁaho.“z? Harding had become a public power
advorate in the Burns Creek dam fight, and with the suppert of the
Bureaw of Reclamation he was hoping to add Burns Crsek to the southern
Idaho federal system,?8

Southern Idaho volers, since the Columbia Valley Authority
issus rose in 1945, have consistently opposed the public power
philosophy,ag and virtually every weekly and daily newspaper in
southsrn Idahe opposed the extension of BPA inte the area, (me
golumnist explained,

What the BPA does not understand is that the southern ldaho
ecoromy has been geared to an irrigation agrieulturs undsr
which the people have never asked for a subsidy from the
government and are willing to pey thelr way. Water users have
spent their own hard earned cash Lo build their own ivri=zalion
projects, he it by gravity or pump, and to maintain thenm,
Water users have been sontent to repay their share of federal
dems and reservoirs. FParthermore, the water users and ihe
pacple generally are wall aware that the sp-callsd tax free
low=cost federal power goes only to "preferrad customers.”

who make up less than 20 per cent of the southsrn Idaho
pﬂpﬂlaticﬂ, Mora important, it is beaginning to seoak in that
if there is to be any competition hbtneun publie and private
poweyr, it has to ba on a fair basis.?

Harding eriticized the Tdaho Puablic Utilities Commission

("2 propasanda machine of the Idaho Power Cnmpany"3l} and the private

27Idaho Sunday Statssmen (Hoise), "Harding Glves Reasonming for
BPA Fower in ldaho," Fay 13, 1962, p. e

28¢orlett, Gn. Cit., May 6, 1962, p. 6.
291bid,
D¢orlett, Op. Cit., November 17, 1963, p. 4.

311dunu Daily Statesman (FHolse), "Harding Says State PUC Now
Fropaganda lachine for ldaho Poware Company, December 16, 1367, p. 4.
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power companies, calling the Idaho Power Company and Utah Power and
Iight Compary (which services southeactern Idaho) "government licersed
monopoly” and "also a government protected moncpoly." He said ths
extension of BPA into southern Idaho would not mean the end of these
two companies, buf would mean attractive rates for industrial
relocation and expansion,??

Again, Harding found an issue with appeal: cheaper power.
Many people did net understand the intricacles of BPA;, but the R.E,A,
cooparatives and municipal power companies lined up with Harding
against ths private power companies, and controversy raged agein
throughout the distriect.

The Campaign-~,Harding moved out te the people in his folksy

campaien style and contlinued to consolidate his sirength, while his
Republican opponsnt, Orval Hansen, (running on his straighte-A record
obtained at the University of Idaho) hesitated or,refused to "get
out and beat the bushes" for votes.i-

On elaction day, November 6, 1962, Harding won twenty of the
twenty=-five countiss in the distriect, with a larger margin than 1960:
8,949 (83,152 to 74,203). Fe carrisd every county with over 33 per
cent Mormon population, excapt Ponneville, which was Orval Hansen's
home county. However, it was & c¢lose vote in Bornevilla: 8,553 to

8,863, with 49.1 per cent for I'Islr'lr:lf:.vxg.j'!=

321diho Daily Stalesman (Boise), ¥PUC Tlast Contimied by
Harding," Docamber 19, 19562, p. 3

o

jjfhﬂ Tdako Ohserver (Boisa), SHD, "Just One Little Hurdle
Left,® August 13, 19o%, p. 1.: J22ho State Journal (Pocatelis),
*Hansen Views Rep. Havding as Tough, Able Campaigner," Auguest 1, 190k,
ps 13.; also personal knowledgs of author.

M 1gaho, Secretary of State, Abstract of Votss Cast et the
Genaral Election, November 6, 1962 (Bciss), by Arhold #illiams, 1963.




Backeround for thes 1964 Coneressional Campaien

Religious-Political Sstiiue

The 196% congressional campaign found religion already a
factor bsfore the first cempaign speach was uttered botwsen candidates,
This time it began without reference to opposition candidates, and
involved the John Birch Scciety, Fzra Taft Bsnson and his son Reed
fBanson. It is not elear as to the beginming of the controversy, but
some faots ere known.

Herding saild he was ordained a Mormon missionary in September,
1949, by Ezra Taft Psn on.35 Because of tha mmmber of ordinations
he participates in, Ponson said he didn't recall it, bub it may very
well be tru&.35 Harding said he was initially very proud of Bensovn
as one of the general authoritius of the Church, but began to have
differences of opludion on farm pelicy while Benson was Sscretary of
fgriculturs umder President Dwight D. Eisenhowsr from 1358-1950, 37

At the ecenclusion of hils term of offies (1950) as Scorctary
of Agriculture, Harding sald Bsnson,

Began 1o change, Hls spasches to goneral and cther confersnces
of ths Chuvrek of Jesus Christ of latter-dsy Ssints in many
instances contained as many references to polities as they did

to the gospel of the Savior. It was only a short tlme later

that he bscame a Epﬂkesman for the radical right of this Nation,
Eﬂauﬂiﬁ high office in at least one of them, Then bezan a
series cf yLFliu statenents which in the absence of elarifiecation

csuld cosuse tho ﬂ*ganiﬂatﬁcus of the Chursh preat damapge ameng
the thinking people of Americy. 38

N TR v P ——

35y «8,, Congressienal Record, 83th Cong,, 1st Sess., 1953,
CIX, ¥a, 153, 17208,

36Inbarvisw with Eora Taft Henson, Salt Iake City, Juns 17, 1966,

BKLﬂanfﬁs¢upﬂl Hacord, BS5th Cong,, lst 5953., Gp Cit; Alse
latter Trom Cary Hizgenson, Zlackfoot, Idahn, May 24, 196?.

38Egn3rmﬁsicnal Reoord, 88th Cong., 1st sees., Op. Cit
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Harding was elected to Congress in 1960 with the assistance of
the roligious issus regarding the then incumbent Republican Hamer
Budge, and has baen an active member of the Mormon Chureh all his
1170.Y By April 15, 1961, Harding had clashed with the Idaho Farm
Bureau and accussed it of belng permeated by the Johm Birch Scelety
(See Appendixz V). After inquiring as to the stand of the Mormon
Church on federal aid te education, Hsrding recelved a letter from
Precident David 0. MeXay dated June 15, 1961, adivising that
legislation of this nature was unnecessary and unwise (See Appendix TIV).
However, Harding made his decision to vote for the 1:a|gialati«:'n.'l"‘ﬂi

The 1962 congressional elsction had its religlous overtons,
in Idaho betwasen Harding and Orvel HPansen, and in Ttah where Reed
Benson went from an unsuecessful primary election bld for Congress
to the appointment in October as Utah Coordinater for the Jehn Blich
Sozisty.

The John Birch Society™l--,The Birch Scoiety wes founded in

Indianapolis, Indizna, on Decauhsr 9, 1258, and states that it
is in no s@nse a political organization, bul rather an educational
"action' organizalion. Members of the organization are encouraged

to support carndidates. The purposes of the Soclely are:

Temami —_

BgIntcrview wilth Stephen L. 3mith, Staks Presidsnt at Malad,
Jdahe, December 27, 1945,

Lm]'{i 1o Dally Statesman (“oise), "Iions Hear Harding Give
Talk," Sepbtamber 10, 1954, p., 1; See alse Idaho State Journal
{mcr-tallu} ”ﬁ*lld]ﬁ'* Mleased with Bxtonsion of “Tducation Aet,n
Octocer 2, 1564, p. 1; Idaho Edueation News (Fois f::!. Ppimary Candidates
Analyze Issusa, ™ Mew, 1062, p. 7.

}1*mnr§ean Oplnicn, "W/hat is the John Blreh Seelety (Palmont,
Massachusetis), a handout sheat,
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1. To combat more effectively the evil forces which now
threaten our fresdom, cur livss, our ecountry, and our

 eivilization.

2. To pravail upon ocur fellew sitizens to start pulling out
of the deepening morass of collectivism, and then ¢limb
up the mountain to higher levels of individual fresdom
and responsibility than man has ever achieved befors;

3« To restore, with brighter lustre and deeper convietion,
the faith-inspired morality, the spiritual sense of values,
and tha ennobling aspiration, on which our Westarn eivili-
gzation has bsen built, The long-range cbjestive of the
Society has been summarized as "less government, more
responsibility, and & batter world.”

The Society eclaims these purposes bring them Iimmediately into
confliet with the Commmnists on two lovels: (1) the ideologleal
plane, whers the Cormmnists seek always and every where to bring
about more government, less individual responsibility, and an amoral
world, and (2) the plane of action, where, until the Communists
ean bs stopped from completing their subjugation of the whole world,
there will be no opportunity for us to move forward at 2ll towards
our permanent zoals,

According to the Birch Soelety, it has undertelsn, thersfors,
to play a leading role in slowing down, stopping, and eventually
routing the Communist conspiracy through "exposure" of the fasts,

The Mermon Church, Commmmism, and the Birch Scoiatyew.The

membership of the Chnreh has always baen stronzly opposed to soecialism
and Communiesm. Comments by Presideat Devid C VeXay sebt the teror
of the conflict:

The conflict batwsen Communism and freedom is the probiem

of our timass. It overshadows all ethur problems, This conflict
mivrors onr ape, its teila, its tensions, ite tronblaes, ahd

its tasks. On the outcome of this conflict depends the future
of maniind 42

1II‘zﬂm1.'11‘.'131;‘ﬂnr::la-r Feports, David 0. MeKay (Salt Iake City:
Deseret Book Company), October, 1959, p. 5.
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The position of this Church on the subject of Communism has
naver changed. We consider it the greatest satanical threat
to paace, prosperity, and the spread Ef God's work amcnz men
that exists on the face of the earth.

During the first half of the twentieth nantury‘ﬁﬂ have traveled
far into the soul-destroying land of sccialism.

In Jaruary of 1963, under the pen of Hugh B. Brown, ccuanselor
to Presidsnt MeKay, the First Presidency denounced the efforts of the
Birch Society officers to align the Church or its leadership with
their partisan views as quoied on Page g1, s (See Appendix IV) On
February 15, President MceKay clarified the statement by saying,

The Church is not opposing the John Eirch Society or any

othar organization of like nature; however, it is definitely
opposed to anyone's using the Church for the purposa of inersasing
membership £gr_privata prcanizations sponsoring thefe variocus
ideologies, See Appendix IV)

In March, 1953, BEzra Taft Benson spoke ta a Comunity Horunm
in Saeramento on the theme "Threats to Cur Fresdon," amd endorsed
the John Hreh Society as "the most affective non-Church organization
in our fight against ereeping scclaliswm and godlass Cunmnniﬁm.“u?

On Jone 13, 1963, a California State Senate fact-finding
committes issusd its report saying the Hireh Scoizty wes only a

ryight, anli-Communist, fundamentalist orgzonization,® with & "milifant

progrem of study and action through which the frualraiions of these

LXIX, No. &, (Jvne, 1966), p. 477, 580,

Ikﬂ4vid 0. YMeKay, *The New Earbarism,'" Desecst Newz, Chareh
Section (Salt lake City), Cetober 18, 1952, Lp. 2, +.

W5ntepvien with Zzra TACt Eensown, Salt Iake City, Juns 17, 1946,

éuesﬁrat _News, Church Ssction (Salt lake City} "Clarifying
Statement, ™ Javran 15, 1563, p. 2.

h?néfaret th i, Church Saction (Salt Iake City), vHElder Benson
Makes Btatenent,¥ Marech 156, 13583, p. 2.




50

people can be rﬂlmaﬁﬂﬂ.”hﬁ

The Birch Socisty hed grown in Utah, tripled since Reed Benson
took over in October, 1962, to M=y 20, ]953.h9 Bat in Jdaho's Bzeond
Distriet ithere were few, if any, Birch groups. In the spring of
1963, one political columiist said, "The Bireh cell in this town
(Pocatello) consists of aboub two people and half a dezen students
out of 40,000 residents,"2° In Cctober of 1963, Reed Benson's area
was enlarged to include southern Idaho (Sse Appendix IV).

Harding'es Swgeeh in Coneress--.In this setting, Esra Taft

Benson went to los Angeles, Califiornia, to address a tesiimonlal
dinnes for Robert Welch, the founder of the Birech Scciely, on
September 23, 1963, and the Kiwanis International Convenbtlen on
September 2%, Benson called Welch "one of the grealest patriots

in American history," and ke said he had differances with Elsenhower
in matters ciiside of agriculture, tuus lending Indirest suptort to

Welch's contention that Fisenhouer had helped tlie couse of Corwmnisn, 5t

ﬂﬂg_ﬂg Angeles Tines, CGong Plake, "State Senate Probe Clesars
Bireh Sociely,” June L3, 1963, b 1

Has Tritrl?ci Vinll Blreh Nembership,™ Mey 20, 1953, rp. Al-AZ.

5'GIrJ.,_‘*1:~ Stats Journal (Poos aatello), BLll Hall, "Poliiiesl
Seratehpad, " April 8, 1963, p. B See a][-:- Twin Fal LE Tings=laws,
TH. Eﬂnqpq Says Harding Avgues 'W':Lth L35, Iﬂwiar,“ Nevenber lEf.
1?53, ph. 1=2,

51 ‘Tdahg State Journal (Pocstello), "Benson Gives Endorssuent
to Founder of Birch Sooisty," Septenber 2%, 1963, p. 8. Tonson said
Yater, "X think Gan=ral Eisenhower is a file Amariean. He has supported
ne and T have supported ivim. I anyome wants to know my feslings resarding
Eisenhower, 21l they have to do is turn to my book, Crgssfirs. I have
not glways agrecd with the polieies advocated by Preasidoat Zisenhower.
Ve ware, I velleve, in full esgresment on aprievliural paliey.
Idaho Dsily Statesman (Boise), "Elder dansnn Denies 'Exile' in Furopzan
Hission Dntues," OGotebee 30, 1963, p. 7.
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On September 25, Harding rose on the floor of the House of

Reprasentatives and assailed Bonson for his activities in behalf
of ths John Birch Society. The spesch was, unfortunately, cast in
raligious tones, as Harding began by bearing testimony of his belief
in the Mormon Church, pointing out that Penson was an Apostle in that
Church who want to spesk al the Birch meeting after tha Presidency of
the Church had disapproved of the Society, resading 2 brisf praparad
"By a member of the same Seventies Quorw that I am attending" which
detailed extremist ststensnts by Welch, saying that Mormons and
non-Mormons wanted Eenson to unquestionably defend Eisanhouver,
deploring that Benson could go nowhere without being referrad to as
an Apostle of the Mermon Church, asserting that kzra Taft Banson
2nd Reed Benson were givirg a disastrous iuprassion of tha Church
by particirating in a Society disereditad by the Chuvch Prasidaney
and calling on Mermons,

Everywhere,..to let the fivst presidency and the gsueral

authorities of the church know that they...cbjeel to Hora

Taft Benson utilizing his high chursh offica, in what he may

sssumn g subile parnsy, for the promotion of an extromist

ideolozy whizh casis aspersions on our eleeled offieials and

other fellow eitizens and actually hirdere the battle spainst

Commmnisr.,

Ezra Taft Benson refused Lo ceommenit on Harding's apssch, but

beth praise and esndemmation were poured oal on both, 23 Harding
and Fesd Benson sneazed in a nowspapor batlile for a while over

whether President MoKay knew the contents of Fzra Tafl Beuson's

52{1.3” Congressional Record, 88tk Coug., lst Sess,, 1963,
CIX, No. 153, 17208.

3370an0 Daily Statesmen (Boise), "Utah Offieials Wit Farding
for Houss Talk on Benson," September £7, 1967, p. 33 Idaho Dailv
Stetesman (Boise), "Harding Says L.D.S. Preised on Dirch Action,”
Jamuary 25, 1963, p. 9.
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speech befors he approved ths trip to California, with Reed Benson
asserting that Harding's disagreement was actvally with President
Hﬂk@y.5¢ Harding 3aid if Reod Benson did rnot refvain from implieating
the Mormon Church and its leaders with the Birch Sceiety that,
I will te forced to make public the letters I have raceived
from many church leaders showing their dissatisfaction with Benson
and their contempt for the John Birch Society.55
When 1t was announced in late October that Esra Taft Henson
was to go to Furoepe for Lwo ysars as the Eureopean Mission Presldent
for the Mormon Chupreh, Harding applauded the Chureh's deeision, saying,
®*The leadership of the Church was inspired in this eallinz, T
think he'll make & wonderful missien president If he can get away
from tha Elreh Scciety."55 Hoe also said, "Some of the leaders in
the Church are not happy with Banson's associetion with the John Birch
Society...the cs11 he roceived spsaks for iteslf,n57
In explaining the intent of his speech, Hardine said,
I criticizad }», Banson vot a5 a church leadey, but for his
endorsemant of the John Bireh Sceolety...T didn't diseuss ny talk
(on the floor of the House) with political leaders. It was not

political, but I knsw it would do more politieal herm than gund.ﬁﬂ

Fegling that he had a duty to speak for the Church, Harding said,

SaTwianﬂllz Timos<ows, "R, Bensgn Says Herding Argues with
L.D.S. Ieaders,™ November 19, 1953, pp. 1-2,

55Tﬂin Falls Times News "R, Benson Says Harding Argues with L.D.S,
Igaders,” lovamber 19, 1963, pp. 1-2,

551&nh0 Datly Statesman (Boiss), "Hardine Says Bensen Move "Wise, 't
Nowranmba L, 1963, F. 20,

5?;§ahn Daily Statesman (Poise), John Corlett, "Hardiag Sues Guffey
Plan Delaysd by Otasr Works; Touches on Benson Abtack," Yov. 4, 1963, p. 8.

o1,
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I wanted to make it plain to the whole nation that the leader-
ship of the Church...did not support the Birch Seceiety.59
jthin a matter of weeks, Heed Bemson's area was enlarged to
inelude southern Idaho (See Appendix IV), Harding claimed to have

60 and Eazra

correspondence from Church leaders supporting his stand,
Taf't Benson was called as European Mission President for two years amid
charges of "being exiled," which were denied by Presideni HhKhy.ﬁl
Most Idaho Mormons were confused at thes hubbub caused by Harding's
spoech,
(Many) Mormons resented his bringing to the floor of Congress an
issue they thought should have been best settled within the
councils of the Church,02
Mormon pride at Mr. Benson's prestige as Ine's Secrelary was oflfended.
Mormons! Eﬂnﬂe.gf propriety vis a vis the Apostles of the Church
was affrented,
Many Idzho newspapers reprinted Benson's spesch (or excerpis)
and conld find little wrong with hls conservative statements oW
When no Church reprimand or rebuks camegzainst either Harding
or Ezra Taft Benson, the issuve slowly became sublimated to more eurrsnt

bappeonings. Harding continued to sgere the Bireh Secciely as "rotten

to tha core," ard said hs had no regrels about spoaking his conseicnca, 57

s

59Thid. s Tdaha Taily Statesman (Soiss), "Harding Says Benson Move
'Wise,'" Fovesber 1, 1963, p. 20,

6079500 State Journal (Twin Falls), "R, Benson Denles Meay
Knew Speach Contonts; larding Scores Birchers,” November 20, 1963, p. 1.

6lyahe State Joursad (Twin Falls), "Benson falled by Insplration,
Woman Told," Februoary 21, 1964, pp. 1-2.
5245eha hxxﬁqy-ﬁta+esﬁan (Boise), John Corelit, "Politiecally

———— e

Speaking, " November o, 190l, p. .

Sjjhz TIntermountain (FPosatelle), Perry Sulsher, "How Could He
Losal " ﬂcv*wa? 5, 1964, pp. 1-2.

Hblﬁar Angrican, "Mp, Harding, Where Do You Stand?" September 30,
1963, p. 3. See Jdahe Usily Statesman, Sept. 28, 1983, p. 3.

65Twin Falls Times-Naws, "R, Banson Donies MoKay Knew Speech
Contonts; Harding Scores Birchers," November 20, 1963 P
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Harding's Correspondence--.The incident may well have blewm

over, with Ezra Taft Ponson in Europe, and have been chalked up as
another "occasional" politieal hassle, had it nol been for some letters
that brought it to the publie's attention.5®
After his speech in Congress, Harding immediately sent copies
of his talk to many elected offiedsls, Church offieisls and others
solieciting their respvonse.
In defensa of his cause and ™in an effort to counteraet John
Bireh Soeciety use of the Church to recrult new members," Harding
eireulated widely throuszhout southern Idsho paclicts of 23 of thess
responses in a franked, postage-free publiic document envelops
to Church officials and members, A letier accompanied the packet,
asking that the packet not ba handed "to the prass gr unknowm
sources,” bat that "they could be shovmn to Ifinnds,
The letters inevitably came into the hands of the press, Thres of
the lettors (written by former President Dwight D, Eisenhower; Praosident
Joseph Fielding Smith, President of the Couneil of Twelve Apostles
of the Mormon Church: Robert R, McXay, son of Presidani David 0.
MeKay) were published whieh iwdiented support of Harding's cause
azainst Ezra Taft enson 83  The publishing of the lsttors turned out
to bo an ordeal for tho writers and for Farding. All claimed they
had been tetraysd in thelir confidences, and Fresident Smith and Bobert
MeKay felt thelr letters were used out of econtext, and they apolepized

to Ezra Tafl Benson and deelarad theilr support of him, although

expressing thneir desires for his political-tainted ties to be severed.bd

- - e— ——

ﬁﬁldﬁhu State Jonrnal (Pooatells}, Kenm Rebizon, "Letters Pﬂint
ta Iﬁumrtqnce of L.0.S. in Second District,™ Feb, 25, 1964, p. 1

”?jﬁghg_ﬂtuta Journal (Pocatelle), "Editorial," Feb, 23, 1964, p. 1.

65I&3h0 Stets Journal (Pozalello), Bill HEall, "Ike, L.D.S,
Loaders Than: farding for Anti-Bireh, Benson Speoch,” Fob, 20, 1964,
P. 1; and Salt Take Tribura ke Praises Idaho Solon far Bansen Criticism,
Feb. 21, 1964, p. A-Bj; Bill Hall, "Politieal Scratchped," p. &,

691bid., and interview with Bezra Taft Banseon, Salt Lakes City,
June 17, 1966,
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Harding was shocked and outraged, and expressed his "extrems
ombarrassment® over the relsase of tho letters.”0 He was very bitier
toward the press for publishing them and criticlzing the malling
ef thom under his congressional postal frank. In his anger and
distress he publicly insulted the leading polltiecal writer of the
state who atiended 2 Demoeratle relly in Pocatello the week of
the letter release.?t

He decided to re-assess his decision as te whether or not he
would run for re-election in the fall. Several Demgcratle ecgunty
organizations quickly pledped their supporti for his thixd tarm,?z
and one columnist sald "the whole incldent should simply be 2 lesson
in diseretion,"?3

Although Harding was accused of using the latieors to strengthen
hls political position, one political columnlst desepibed the general
rezction of embarrassment which the general Mermon population feli;

Many Mormons of my acquaintance are deeply distrubed that the
gdispute has beon nade publie, They have no use for the Jehn
Elrch Scelety, but they think an attack on a Church authoriiy
should have been made within the Church and not eutzide,’

At least throe of Harding's elase supporters declared the

ection to by a "Birchist attempi" to destroy him, 72

" daho State Journal (Pocatello)}, Pﬁrdin? Embarrassed! By

e Pt A e TSR e S B S

Relesss of Letters," Fabruary 21, 1964, p. 1.

o Lt et

Mareh I, 19u¢, n, L T*ﬂhn Sfﬂta JnJ:niT {Fbaatailﬂj, Eill all

nPolitical Seratohuad,® Yareh 2, 106, D 4,

?EIdaha ) Stato Jow:rql (Focatalle), "Three Countiss [ack Harding,"
February 25, 1964, D. L.

731dnho s,p,a Journal (Pocutelle), "No Cause for Quitiing,"
Feb. 23, 1G04, p. ke
?leahu State Journal (Pacatello), "Ildaho Writeps Say letiers

R e 8y

Were Widely Circ ..*i?m,d, " Fabrusry 23, 1964, p. 1,

(e Intermountain (Pocatello), Perey Swisher, "How Could He
lose " Novemosr 5, 196%, pp. 1-2,
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Within a few weeks, Harding anasounced hls decision to sesk
re-glsction, saying, "any psrson in publie life has ths obligetion
to face dssues squarely and not retreal from them even when it nz
appear to be politlcally expadient to de so."?é Be felt this negative
experience with the Church and press could be overcome as the Purns
Creek preblem had been,

The tople of "Birchism" and extremism seldom left his speoches
throughout the slection campaign, and he made it an issue wlth which
at least he was concerncd.’’

The great issus of this campaign is extremism. The non in

Congress are devoted and faiihful. It is the John EBlreh

Soeclety and uphag extremists who are undermining our faith

in our freedom.’

(Harding) hit at tha John Birch Soeletly and defended his stard

against L.D.5, Apostle Ezra Tefl Zens cﬂ...}mndrads n:ri‘ young L.D.S.

members joircd the John Hrch Socisty becauso Elde B&r.sm Was

saying the Elreh Soclety was great, its founder Rnbart Welch

was great. GBPecause of his statements against Elder Bensop for

this, "no longer do yourg L.D.S. join the BEirch Scelaty."f 2
During the campaign, Harding wag almost pro-occupled with the Hiveh
Soedety, and it influenced his deelsicns. In naming Xelly Pearce
a5 his Bannook Counbyr Campaign Coordinator, whon he had met just
shortly befors, Harding ssid that he,

First met Pesrcde whils hitching a ride from Washinglon Lo

Jdako by nilitary glrereft, I usually slesp on sueh flights,

but we gpent gll nizht falking aboubt politics and the respoi-
sibilities of citizenshlp and the threat of the John Birch Socieby.

¥ U‘Iﬁahq Stats Jenrnal, éﬁocatr:]_‘l_u] niarding Tells Plans to Fun for
Ra ""E:IF"G[-JLC'“"_ ’Lm‘.ﬁ-] djl-l .Lg 4 Pl .

F?.L‘.'}ﬂhm io State Journal (Pacatells), "Harding to Dema®™ Don't Take
Birchens Ll-vhtu," Tareh "F 1964, pp. 1-2,

?ERegcbﬁrr e Jourral, "Young Democrats at Ricks Heer Church, Harding
Outling Jesucs,® Cotober 22, 1504, p. 1a

9ppeston Citinen, "Folitiecos Open 1564 Campafgn," Sapht. 3, 1984, p. 1.
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Kelly's backgreound in military intelligence has given him great
insight into extremism. He is just as concernad as I about the
John Birch Society.80

Interestingly; the ejyole had come into fullswing, An iten
in a Drew Pearson column in January, 1965, said Harding hed lost in
1964 beeause the "Birchers" made it appear that he was not a pood Mormon:

(Hardinz's) spsech provoked young Benson to start a campaign

of vengeance, He raised money, Sent Birchers to picket Harding's
spseches, evan injected his own church (meny of its merbers
unwittingly) inte polities to defeat the congressman whe had
eriticizad his father, During the early psrt of the campaign,
several carloads of Birchites invaded Idaho to work against
Harding, but they had little impaet., Harding has been a consciene
tious congressman, worked hard for his distriet. So Resd Bneson
took a now track. He made it appear that Harding, though a Mormon,
had been critical of his own church., Actually he had been eritical
not of Benson's religion but of his politics.

flattor-day Saints (Mormens) are taught from childhood that
criticism of chureh autherities is a very grievous sing®
Conpressman Harding wrote,.,"Tnerefors, throughout the campaign
Reed Banson and memhers of the Birch Soclety based thelr eampaicn
among the latter-day Saint poople on the faet that (I) was guilty
of a great sin when (I) criticized an apostle of the Lord...tho
John Birch Sceiety eircularized all members of.the ehurch with

a full-page newspaper &d containing a spoech by Ezra Taft Benzon
oriticizing me and praising the Birch Scciely."

That was how Resa Benson manaped to defeat one of the best
Domoeratic Congressman from the Reeky Mpuntaln States,..thanks
to ths Banson father-and-son team and their use of their own
church members...thay scored one victory--in Idaho,

Reed EBerson told bis side of the story in this way:

Bucause of certain false imprescsions, I want to point out that
durding 1963 and 156k: (1) I did not contribute or raise monoy
for any pelitiecal candidate in Idaho: (2) I did not make any
political spseches or political trips into Idaho; (3) I uiﬂ nod
send others into Idzho to campalgn for or against any

Bﬂﬁaﬁwcak Connty Kews (MeQammon), "Relly Pearce Named Harding
County Adds,” Sepbembar 3, 1954, p. L.

e e

Sociaily Influmnaa daxua ad Edlph Harding, " anuary 15, 985, p. b,
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candidate or to picket any candidate's spesches; and (&) I
did not set up any organization, or meet with the church leaders in
Idaheo, in order to help elsct or defeat eny candidate,

Some irdividual members of the Bireh Soelety, I feal certain,

were active in the Idaho political eampaign of 1964--tut 5nlay

as individuals and not as reprosentatives of the John Hirch

Soclety...l'm afraid some people are too anxious to extend me

eredit or blame for a part I did net play.82

The comment was made in several nmationzl news cclumns that

Harding lesi 70 per cent of the Mormon vote in his district.83
Whether or not religion playzd the crucial role in the Hardlng-Hansen

campaign will be exemined lalter in this paper.

gia Tdaho Sacond Consragssional
istrict Faym Situation

Another issue that contributed to the setiing of the 1964
eongrossional election was precipitated by the reaction of Secpnd
District farmers and farm groups to the agricultural programs ol the
federal administration., This reaclion was both speelfie and general:
specific wlth relation to the Idaho Farm Bureau, and genaral with
regard to the farming population's assessment of farm problems and
prograns

The Farm Bursau Fedoratione-,B4In 1964 the Amerdcan Parm Dureav

Federation had & memborsialp of 1,628, 295 farm familiss in forty-nine

status (exeopt Alaska), making it ths largest general fara orgenization

82545 Appernidix IV,
E3P¢e?la 5 World (San Francisao), Steve lMurdock, "In the Roclkies--

A Right-Wing Thrust,” August 27, 1966, p. 10; Ses also Now York
dournal f_.qant:*m. Variarne Means, "HEirch Sm*et‘? in Tdaho's Electlions,"

Dacember 5, 1905, p. 5.

Bihﬁuo-h"- Mandedpnl Government Manual, (YWew York: Moody's
Investors Service, illCe, 1967), P. 6227 “Tntormation received Tron
Idaho Farm Boreau, Pecatelle, Idaho: The mumber of farms in Jd=ho fell
from 38,740 in 1054 to 33,570 in 1959, with most of tho decrease
occurring in southsrn Idaho. The zame decline razte would have reéduced
Idahp farms in 1964 o aporoximately 29,000,
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in the United States., In Idahe, by Aprdl 23, 1964, the mambership
had already passed the 1963 membership figure of 10,998 and stood
at 11,012, with an all-time high being reached in Bear lake, Caribou,
Franklin, Oneida, Bannock and Powsr counties, By Decembar, 196M, there
wers 11,008 Second District families in ths organizetion. Nyal
Rydalch, President of Idaho Farm Bureaun, declared,
This continuous growth in mewmbership, with a constant decline
in the total number of farms and ranches, indiecates the feecling
tint more ard more form families are in agreement with the generzl
policies of the Farm Pureau organization, All policies that are
enactead by Farm Bureau are started, perfected and passed on by
the membership. It is the desire of our organiretion to have
a1l members participate in the poliey develomment so that a
complete cross-ssction of thinking of farmers end ranchers in the
state and nation will dictats the over-all prograuming of Farm Burgau, 85
Twenty of the twenty-five Second Ddstrict counties had Farm Burean
organizations in 1964, which embraced 25.6 per cent of thair rural
households (10,910 of 42,E48) as shown in Table 7.

Table 7e«.Farm Bareau Membarship, Percentage of Roral Houscholds
(Towns and Places Under 1,000)

- -

County Pernentage County Percantzge

Aa 7.0 Fremont 58.6
Bannock 30.7 Gooding 8.0
Baar lake a4 Jafferson 4.5
Binghan £1.5 Jerons 173
Blains 7.0 Linzoln 13.3
Bamel'n’illﬂ 36 lﬂ I"'ﬁ.diﬂun J‘"Eaﬂ
Butte 28.6 Minidoka 23.7
Camas® Onaida Ls,0
Curibou 53,6 Cwrhea™

Cassia 532.8 Power g1.8
Clevk® Taton 21.5
Elmore* Twln Falls 11.8
Franlklin £2.7 2ND DISTRICT AVERAGE 25, £

¥County Favm burean not organized
SOURCE: Infermation from ITdaho Farm Buresu, Pocatello, Idaho,

85742h0 State Journal (Pocatello), "Farn Bureau Mewbership
Reported Up," April 27, 1506%, p. 9.
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Significantly, of the six counties reaching all-tims highs
in early 1964 Idsho .Farm Bureau memborship, Hansen received o much
higher vote than his Republican predscesser in 1962 as shown in Table 8.
Harding lost ground in fowr of the six counties, and his percentage of
increzse was smaller than Hansen's in the other two counties,

Table 8--.Comparison of 1962 and 1964 Vote in Countles With All Time
Highs 3n Farm Bureau Mombership

Domgeratic Republican

Harding Gain or O, Hansen G, Hansen Galn op
County 1962 1964 Lass 1962 1564 Loza
Bannock 11,586 13,189 41,612 6,116 7,923 +1, 807
Bear Iake 1,925 1,608 « 317 1,076 1,623 + 547
Caritou 1,449 1,412 = 37 1,008 1,240 + 252
Franklin 1,802 1,642 « 160 1,702 2,235 + 533
Mneida 1,225 1,142 - 83 505 717 + 212
Power 1,096 1,11 + 23 850 970 + 120

SOURCE: Idaho, Abstract of Votes Cast at the Goneral Election Hov. 6,
15962, and Abstracy oi Vobes Gast at Ghe Genoral BLECLLION NOVs 34

1gek,

It could hera be postulated that the new additlon in Farm Bireau

manbership vas influencad toward votdinz for Bansen or voting egainst
Harding,

Hording's Asscelations with the Farm Barenu--.Harding was

pralsed by thz Farm Bursau for vavious efforts on behalf of Idahe
farmers, Iloyd D, Frowndng, Erscutive Secretary of the Idaho Farm
Burean wrote,

We congratulate jyou on your excellent work end veleo in getting

Potato Bill HR 3928 sont back to sub-ceomittoo, Arve glaased to
heay of your outstianding lsadership in this activity.

80 aken Trom campaign literature, Kesp Ralph Hardine Working
fox You (Washingion, D,C.; printed for MHarding for Congress Comulties,
Iynn Toadhnad, Chairman, 1964), p. 1%,
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Haxding'e adverse relations with the Farm Bureau in Idaho stemmed

from several Tactors, most notably their differing opinions of "who
was representing who.™ Farm Buresu officials fell that their organi-
zation represented tho farmers, and Harding held that, as Congressman
and as the first congressman from Tdaho's Second District ever to serve
on the Agriculture Cormittee, he was the representative of the Second
District farmer. Al a Jeromes County Demoeratic rally,

Harding told the audience that he was raised on a small farm and

is sensitive to farm problems. Pointing out that he is a member of

the House Agrieultural Commiiles, he sald that one of the majer

jobs loday is raising farm income. *1'm.glad to represent ithe family

farms of fmerica,” ha noted. "We must accomplish three things. We

rmust raise incoms, eub surplus and reduce ecosis,” Harding emphasized.

#T know in oy own mind that J.agialﬂ.tian can boe introduced which can

secomplish thess three things," he said, Harding explained that

he has se Eor* ty representing family size farms on the House

committee,2?

In Shoshonsz, Harding accused ths Farm Buveau of other interssts

than farmers in several specches in the district. 9The Farm Bureau
is more intsrgsted in helping big businass and big manufacturing than
in helping Lazmars 88 gz though Farm Pureau membership inereased in
Harding's home county, Onsida, in 1964, soms residents also felt that
it was "a oreation of blg monsy interests in Wall Strest to offsst tha

Grange, Farmers Unfon end other farm m‘g;animtﬁ.mm.“ﬁ?
Harding atlocked the Farm Bursau for "failing to lino up with

other farmn organirations on the wheat referendun natter, 190

E?l“mr th~Sida Naws (Jerome), "Harding Hits Hansen at Dsmocratic
Rally,® Qciobar 22, 196U Id‘lh"‘l Farm | EﬂrF-au Tews (Focatello), Political
Myvertisement, October, 1500, XViL, Noa Ls De 10,

B'El.lnrm'h County Journal (Shoshona), "Goldwater and Farm Buraau
Attacked By Halpn Hording and Sanator Church," October 15, 1964,

89 Intorview with Guy Gleed, Guy Gleed Motor and Eguipment
Company, Malad, Idako, Juns 6, 196.»‘.

gﬁriorul--f:tdn Haws (Jeroma), "Farm Purean Iash-.ﬂd Harding Calls
Group 'Confused...otubborn,'* October 22, 1964, p. 1 5.
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He said, "Farmers defeated it overwhelmingly at the urging o the
Farm Bureau's 1ins of baloney, and how we ave suffering for it,wo+
He called on the Farm Bareau to
Work coopeoratively with the National Grange, the National Farmers
Union and the Vatlonal Association of VWheal Growers in evaluating
carefully fairm programs rather than offering blind oppesition.92
At the Demoeratis Platform Comnities heardnss, Augast 18, 1964,
Harding embarrassed the vice-president of ths American Farm Purean
Federstion and sccoused the Federation of siding with private power
companics and against R.E.A, (See Appondix V). Upon reading an editerial

on "Iiberalism" (See Appendix V) in the monthly Idahs Farn Bureau News,

in 1961, Harding declared that *the John Birch Scclety has permeated tha
Jdaho Farm Bureaun.” He became embroiled in verbal arguments with
farmers, cattlemsn and Parm Bureau membhers in Bear lake, Blackfool,
Teton and Twin Falls no‘mtiamgj
The most devasbating encounter with the Farm Puresu was when

Harding and Hansen atddressed a "Maet Your Candidates¥ bi-partisan
meating, sponsared by the Jerome Counby Farm Bureau at which,

He labsaled tha Farm Bursau as the organization which has

consistently pat a crimp in federal sponsored prograns and ﬁalle:l

Farm Buress meabers "misdirected, confused, and stubliorn.”

Hapding stated that he voled "about 85 per cent with plans sponscred

glﬁ naoln County Jeurnal (Shoskone), "Goldwater and Farm mu‘cau
Attacked by Halph Harding and Senater Chursh,” October 15, 1954, p. 1.

921_:1111':1: Fronine Statesman (Poise), "How Attack Directed at
Harding,” Oetnber 21, 1964, p. 1.

Pnterviews with Kay Allred, October 27, 196k, Bear Lake; Don
Penfold, Gotober 19, 1964, Teton; and Richard Hendricks, August 12,
1966, Campaign Manazer for Hansen, 1964,

9k Horth-Side lews (Jercma), *Farm Bureau lashed, Harding Calls
Group 'Confused... Stabbos 1, ' Cotober 22, 1964, p. 1, 8.
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by the Kemnnedy-Johnson administration,”™ sznd stressed the role of the
federal guvarnmani.gj Ee said that he and President Johnson want
to help but that farmers will not go along wlth government programs.95
Reaction to Harding's remarks was innediate, as the Idsho Farm
Bureau put out a speeclial electlon edition of its monthly papsr
carrying his speoeh to all members (See Apperdix V). Election day
was just a waek away, and members were encouraged to evaluate the
issnes, the candidates, and Farm Brueau policy and then to make their
decision in the vobting booth,?7

Farm Problems and Progrims--.Several reasons wera listed by

Idaho farmars for their dissatisfaetion and opposition to naticnal
farm programs in 1964,

1. Most farm programs wera geared to the demands of the Mid-
western States and seowmsd te penalize the Northwast farmer.

2. Domestic concumption of wheat was down, 500 milllen bushsls
for 75,994,575 population in 1900 and 600 million bushels in
1580 for 179,323,175, The aversge yield then of 25 bushels
per gore has doubled, so that more wheat can b grown on less
acres,

3. Hatiomal vhest allotment was set at 55 million seres, and
g farmar had to sign into the allotment program to receivae
any guarantse of 'a price, Thirty-five per cent of {thae wheat
grovers held 75 per cent of ths acreage allotments, The other
sixty={ive per cent gre relatively small wheat producers and
woere relustant to sign because it interferred with efficient
manggement and normal production practices of their farms,
Jdaho had nostly small wheat producers. Wheal production fell
from 42,8 million bushels in 1952 to '48.5 million bushels
in 1963,

L. The Commcdity Credit Corporation with 854 million bushels
of storzge wheat (July 1, 19614), under the Seeretavy of
Agriculture, dumped millions of bushals of wheat on the market
at the samo time as the marketing season began, (136 millicn

95§E§i*

gﬁ_l;_d_{mnln County Journal (Shoshone), "Goldwater and Farm Bureau
Attacksd by Raiph Harding and Senator Church,® Cetobsr 15, 1964, p. 1.

??ggahn Farm Purean News (Posatello), "Special Edition,®
October, 1364, XVIL, No. 14, p. 1.
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bushels by Octebar 2, 1964 as compared with 91 million bushels
in Dctober 1963) and depressed the market price, Idaho white
wheat in 1964 was $0.21 under world prices,

5. Northwest farmers had developed an ordental wheat markei
throngh Portland. The CCC i5 a Chlecago based storage cenler,
and recenl government programs direscted that equal Midwesti

wheat must accompany Nerthwest wheat to the (rient. The CCC
thus had almost complete conirol over exports,

6, The giant subsidie=s paid by the Depariment of Agrieulture
went for programs like psanuts, cotion, tobaceo, and whesat,
The Idaho crops, beans, pﬂtgtuﬂﬁ. hay, peas, corn, ete,, were
not in surplus production.?

In Malad, there was such a reaction to a new grain grading
standard imposed by the Depariment of Agriculture that three hundred
farmers petitioned Farding in August in protest to the new systen.99

The federal governmeni was trylng to reduce the numbar of
Amerlcan farms and farmers as a means of controlling surplus productiion,
and encouraging larger acreage of the remaining farms, Small farmers
felt they were belng sguesszed out in the process of elimination.

Cattle, sheep and other meet producers were experiencing quits
a state of markel depresslon for thelr demestic meat because of high
foreign meal imports., The new Beel Impori Bill established quotas
on the basis of average Inports ol beef during the years of 1959
through 1953, thus not banning foreign neat, but discouraging

Pdeliberats dwsping” by foreign stockmen en Amerdean markets, 100

98 Idaho Farm Boreaun News (Pocatslle), "Strange Badfellows," and
"0.5. Producers Got Less thon Werld Price for Thedr 1964 Crop WhEdt n
October, 1964, XVII, No. 1A, pp. 2-3; ldeho State Journal {Ducatallo}.
Gale Chambers, "Idahe Termers Have Ronsons ot Cpposing Farmm Programs,”
May 12, 1955, p. 3.

99Tdaho Stats Journal, (Pocatello), "USDA Offieial Heare Whoat
Grade Protests," August 29, 1964, p. 1.

1907050 Fros Pross {Empa}, WTdaho Cattlo Feeders Hail Boef
Import Bill," fugust z2, 1968, p. 1
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However, the beef import poundage went from 18 millien in 1958 to
517 million in 1963 fer Australia alone, so the relisf was alight.lﬂl

The Ameriean and Jdahe beef producer had three problems in 1964
(1) an increase in the demestic production of besf cattle; (2) an
increase in besf anpd beef produets imported from abroad and (3) an
ever=widenling gap bstween what the livestock producer iz receiving
for his livestock and the price the consumer pays for meat in the
grocery store, While beel prlces have declined to the point where
the economie livelihood of the Western (and Idaho) beef industry
is threatened, the prics of culs of meat in loecal grocery stores
continues to inerease, large chain stores have threatened retalie-
ation against livesteck packers and producers who testify on this
diserepancy.l02 '

On the svugar bast scene, production had Jumped in Idaho from
1960 to 196k, dus to the shortage of sugar caused when Castro cut
off cane sugar supplies from Cuba in 1962, However, in 1964, the
government was moving towards controlling and reducing sugar beet
preduction in favor of new cans sugar EuPPlies;lﬂj

Hardirg's Approsch to Second Distrlel Farm Problems--,During

his four years in Congress prior to the 1964 election, Harding had

won mahy friends ard impressed many Idahoans with his ensrgatic

103 5i myarly Advertiser, "Open Lotier to Mp, Hardinz," October 22,
1964, p. 2.

1ﬂ2ﬂ9g;3ﬂtter. fCongressman Harding Reports from Washingtion,”
April 2, 1964, )

1ﬂ3!§i§. The intricacies of compotition bztween cane sugar
and sugar hesi producers are not slways understood by farmers or
logislaturs z21ike, Thare is wvery littls sugar cane production in the
United States, but much is grown on lend owned by U. 5. businsscsmen
in other countries and brought in raw foram to the refineries on the
Bosgboards, Soeel sugar production 15 more costly than cans sugar,
so a processing tax on all sugar subsidizes the sugar best production
to compete with the cane sugar market. Congressman from districts
with camasugsr reflineries oppose imereases in sugar been production.
Jdaho sugar best producers tend to view the situation as a domestic
industry againsta forelpn industry.
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approach to the naticnal legislative process (See Appendix IT).

o was assigned to tha Committee on Agriculture and sub-committess
on Wheat, Forests, Domestic Marketing, and Foréign Agricvlture. He
listed many of the major results arnd accomplishments of his efforts

for the Secend Distriet farmers in 1964 as follows s 204

Wheat Propiram 1961
Riral Housing 1961
Food for Feace 1961
Wool Act 1961
Idaho Basque Tmmipgration Act?05 1651,
Agriculture Act 1962
Bugar Act 1962
Ririe Project, $7-millicn, First 1564

water project in Idaho sincs 1948,
authorization and appropriation _
Teton«Framont (Lower Teton) Project, 1964

$52-million avthorization
Beef, Mutton Import Quota Act 1964
Small reclamation arnd watershed _
projects, $10-xiilion in Tiscal 1954

Harding received some applause for helping io enact the stock
import guota low in 1964 establishing impert guotas on beef and mutten.
Ba pledged that he wonld work hard for ro-slsction ¥bscause Jdaho needs
a member of the Azriculturo Conmittes Lo protect her imporiant foresi
seyvieca grazing rights which are under allack from eastern cattleman.lﬂa
As proviously noved, Harding gensrally favored adwinistration

agricultural programs, and emphasiznd the role of the federsl

lﬂﬂTthﬂ from campaien literature of the Harding for Congrass
Commitiee, 1964, Iynn Broadhead, Cliazirman.

luﬁThere ara about six thonsand psrscns of Basgus extraction
iving in Idahe, many of whom are sheep farmers. About one=fourth
of them zre In Boise, which is one of ths chief centers of the Rasques
in North America.

1D6Hﬂilag Times, "Ropresentative Harding Praised for Stock
Import Quota Law," September 17, 1964, p. 1.
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government in regulating and assisting the farm economy, but stressed
that he objected to the administration programs when he felt they were
wrong,107

Bill Hall, an Idaho Political news analysi said on August 12,

During the press confersnce and in & brief speoch Jater in the
evening, Harding talked a lot about agrieulture., It might have
been a coincidence, but it was probably & sign of things to

come, Not only are there many farmers in the Secowd Congressional
Distriet, but there are many eity dwellers (sspeclally in small
towms) who understand that farmirg is their bread and butter, too.

The man who talks the farmer's lanpvage and tells him what hs

wants to hoar might be the mzn who wins, Harding does sesa to talk
their Janguage, and time will tell whether he ecan tell them what
thoy wari to hear, There is some deoubt that his Republiean
opponent, Gzorge Hansen, talks the farmers! lagguagu. and it may

be that Harding is trying to point that out. ¢

Hansen's Avproach to Secend Distriet Faram Problens.-,Contending

that Harding was oul of tune with southern Tdaho farmers because they
wora urhappy with federal farm control programs, Hansen predieted in
Gooding on August 31, 1964, that unrest amonmz the farmers would give
him vietory in Hovember. He olaimed farxmers were tired of pgovermmanti
by dietatioen rather than represantaticn.lg? In Franklin Ceunty,
Hansen "renewed his pledge of assistance to farmers and the fara
economy without reztrictivo govermment controls ,"110

After his erganizational tour through the District following

the primary election, Hansen said that he found,

1u7ﬂbrth Sida Wews (Jerems), "Farm Puveau Iasﬁﬁd. Harding Calls
Group 'Coniused,..Stuvborn,'" October 22, 1964, up L,

10814200 State Jourmal (Focatello), Bill Eall, "Political
Scratchpad,® Augost 12, 1904, p. #.

m'gldnhn Naily Statasran {Boise), "Idahoans Coma to Grips on
Control Flais® September 19, 196%. ps 3.

J‘lﬂ_P}_jg;-Et-rm Citizen, *"Politicos Open 1964 Campoign,® September 3,
1964, p. 1.




68

General discentsrt among Idaho farmers, some over beef and lamb
imports, some because they don't like the wheat program, others
unhappy over domestic sponding and failure of the administration
to do move in such spots as South Viet Nam and Cuba,lll
Hansen diffored sharply with Harding on poin®s of federal
control and intervention, stating that "I am flatly opposed to a
paternalistic form of government,"2 He advocated a step=by-step
de-control program in spriculturs that weuld give the farmsr back his
freedom to manage his own investmentl13d and promised to work,
sesto ond price-depressing, wheat dumping practice
sesto repeal vheat=cotton bill
sssageinst potato controls
«++1t0 gain pormanont surar beet acreaps program to end cliffa
hanging of ienmporary measures now ussd
«esto return favorable marketing conditions to stock rancher
seofor Tair and adequate grazing rights 138
sosfor improved conditions for dairy former. L
Hansen based his rural assault on Harding's "misrepresentation®
of Secord District farmers., On Septembar 26, Hansen said Idaho farmers
had to Yekerl extrome prassure”™ to pet Harding 1o work on thelir bahalf,
He said that Harding, at the Democratic National Convention
Fserarely berated stronz Idaho farm interests without provoecation,”
roforring to the Tdaho Farm Bureau Federation and "then procesded to
encorse opposing groups having little or no direet contern for the

welfars of Idahoans,” referiing to the Mational Farmars Union and the

National Grange, which take stands different from the Farm Bureau

L1lphe PosteRarister (Idaho Falls), Kon Robison, "Hansen Starts
Active Campaign lce House,” Septestber 9, 1964, p. 1l.

L2horth Side News. (Jeroma), "Farm Bureau lashed, Harding Calls
Group 'fani‘u.‘a:ld“.stu‘;bhu‘"n,"' October 22, 1964, p. 1. 8.

ll-}Iiiahc: Stata Jeonrnal [Pﬁcatauo}. "Orowd Hears Candidates at
Aberdeen," Septousor 29, 1964, p. l.

lmIdaha Farm Bareau News (Pocatello), Political Advertisement,
Cctober, 1964, XVIL, Ho. L, p. O,
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on nost farm questions.
Hansen said Harding had volted against the wheat=-cotton bill
"by his own admission only after Idaho's farmers showed such strong
determination that he didn't dare rubber stanp the administraticon as
he had felt inclined to do, (Harding wrots in his April 23, newsletter
that he "east a reluctant'no' against the administration's wheat=
cotton bi11.%115) He has since returned to Idaho ard told farmers that
they deserve what they pgot for voting against the wheat referendum,
I deplore this as governmwent by intimidation and cocrcion. And all too
often when the farmer complains he is told that he doesn't know what
is good for himethat there are experis who do,"116
Hansen eritieized his oppenent's vote on a 187-1B6 vote passage
of a blll that permitied a subsidy of food to Communist nations., He
said Russia bought wheat for $18 million less than American eitizens
could have bought it for and c¢laimed that on these "wrong™ wvotes, he
would hawve voted "right."ll?
Hansen disputed Harding's share to credit on the foreipgn meat
import quota bills, by saying they amounted to almost no help at all.
Ranchers of Idaho are being deall a shameful. sham by ths current
tariff revision bill on maat imports, Aftsr allowing a several
hundsed per cent inprease in boef imports the past few ysars,
the rancher is now being presented a 15 per cent cut in imports,
which actually does not give any relisf in ths current situation.
This appears te be nothing more than an elsctien year smoke screen

and an obvious move tohy favor withoul correcting any part of
the problen.

ll&HGwﬁlﬁﬁtﬂq! Plonpressman Harding Reportis From Washington,
April 23, 1964,

L6141, Eveninz Statesman (Bolse), "Population Growth Rate, Local
Problem Solufions Figure in Jldaho Campaign,® Septembsr 25, 1964, p. 10.

11?Thﬁ Post-Register (Idako Falls), "Miller's Appsarance Draws
Cheering Diowd, Septembar 23, 1964, p. 1.
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The present congressman has contlimally emphasized the sirength

of his position on the House Agricultural Commitiee, I the

position is stronz, then the man must be wrong who occupies it

for the farm problem contimues to wersen., It is vitally necessary

to elect a new congressman who can be effective in carrylng out

Idaho's best interests,l18
Hansen accussed the administration of "buying” foreipn accaptance to the
detriment of stockmen and sheepmen by Importing such vast amounts of
forelgn meats that it put domestic meat producers in a state of severe
market depression, and called for a 75 te 85 per cent cutback on meat
imports to give American stockgrowers the relief they need, 119

Hansen challenged Harding's claim to eredit for the sugar best
acreage increase after Castro's take-over in Cuba cut off a largs
part of the cane sugar supply. Hansen clalmed that the decision was
made instead by the administration, to request suger beet farmers to
incresse their production and fill the shortage, because of a recog-
nition that sugar beet production can be almosi immediately ineressed,
whercas cane fields take time to dnvalnp.leu
When Irving Hoff, the erecutlve dirsctor for the United States

(cane sugar) Refiners Assoclation, was appeinted as western states
coordinator for the Demgeratic prasidentisl campaign, Hansen ceriticlzed
Harding for not denouncing il. Hansen pointed out that Harding must

not be on the sugar beet farmer's side, bocause Hoff had spearheaded

ths effort to prevent an increass in the beel sugar marketing gquota

1131&me5-ﬂﬁwﬂ (Twin Falls), "GOP Asplrant Hits Harding Farm Stand,”
September 2, 1954, —_—

llggépcnln County Jonrnal (Shoshene), "Hansen Attacks Democrat
Incumbent for 'Ineffactive Representation,'® Saptember 3, 1964, pp. 1, &.

lEﬁHEWﬁlEEEEE, “Congressman Harding Reports from Washington,®
April 23, 196%,
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through amendment of the Sugar Best Act, saying thal sugar boet
producers were “graadjr.“lgl

The campalgn was under Wa¥..a.

12l1gah0o Daily Statesman (Bolse), "Harding Slapped in Appointment
of Coordinator,® September 15, 1964, p. 1.




CHAPTER VI
THE CAMPAIGN AND ITS ISSUES

Issues are not issues unless there are at lesast two sides
involved. A campaign without issues may, however, still have two

sides.
After having interviewed Harding and Hansen several times,
one news correspondent described the two in this way in early September:

Ralph Harding and George V. Hansen are so aggressively
alike that Tdaho may expect the politiezl invasion of the decade
when these two begin their hand-junping in sarnsst Tuesday.,

5til11 tirelessly young, these two politicans have bullt
a reputation on the mumber of hands they can grab, pump and stueff
full of campaign literature., They hold records in any Idaho
political campalgn for miles traveled, wordage, and the hours
without food and sleecp.

The more important similaritliss beltweon Harding and Hansen
are their youth and unlaltering determination.

Harisen wears a erewcut that adds even more youbh to his lcoks.
Probably because of his occupation as a salesman, he 1s a voraclous
hustler of psople., He stands oul in 2 group because of his six-six
and slightly stooped haight...

Harding's attitudes are more rural than the collegiate Hausen's.
Harding ean siroll uwnannounced into an ¢ffice and bafore you look
up, he's carried you in and out of conversation and i1s on his way
out the doore-a friend one once know and for a day can't place,

Harding projeects earnestness; the young man in thes small town
businzss office, in contrast to Hansen's blg-tirma sales image.

You would expect Harding to be a professicmal mmn in any small
town from what always sounds like just recently acquired citified
manners,

Eoth men are members of ths Mormon Church, Harding is 2
Pemocratic liberal, Hansen i5 a Republican conservative, The
John Birch Soeiety will be an issue, and if it is the Church will

1ikealy bo brought inte the campaign becavse of Harding's densunclation

last fall of Church leadsr Ezra Taft Pansen, whom Harding accused
of usihg tha Chuveh for the cange of the socicty.
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Hansen will bs expected again to deny he has taken contributions
from tha .society and has assisted members of the right-wing group
when they came to Pocatello for specch making., He teld UPI during the
primary:

*I'm not a member of the society. T have never contributed
to them and I have naver taken contributions from them.!

Regardless of issues and rumors, youth has a way of blowing

up duststorms and the winds of the second congressional district
are expscted tots heavy and hot befora the gensral election.l

Reapmortionment

Just after the Primary Election on August 4, the Idaho State
legislature was ealled into speecial session to deal with the recent
decision of the Suprems Court ordering both houses of the legislaturo
to be apportioned on the "one-man-ong vote™ basis, They adopted
almost unanimously a memorial to Coengress oppesing the decision, and
irdicated their wish that the Constitutlon be amended to prevent thes
Judiciary from ordering the reapportionment of a state law-making
body.

On Augest 20, Harding voted against the Tuek BEi1l, which would
bar the federal ecourts from intsrvening, and favered an approach that
would gzive tho states a psrdiod of time to reapprortion and then let the
courts step in if that failed (Ye2 Appendix X}S

On August 27, Hansen said that the two hotiest issves in the

campaipgn vers reapportiomment and Upper Snake River Valley water Etnraga.#

1I&aha Evening Statesman (Boise}, Norman Martin, "Candidaies in
Congress Race Glrd," September 7, 1964, p. 1.

EIdnha Surndzy Statesman (Beise), John Corlett, "Politically
Speaiing,” August 23, 196k, 1 p. b,

3Idarﬂ Daily ﬁtatpsvan (Boise), "Demo Hacks Districting Eill
Chaﬁgms," August 20, 1904, p. 1.

l!'Rpsn-:1::mrg Journal, "Cendidate mests with GOP Workers,™ August 27,
1964, p. 1.




7l

He criticized Harding for voting against the bill and claimed that the
reapportionment decision would eliminate checks and balances deemed
necessary for our protection by the drafters of ocur national constitution,”
He said it could cause Idaho to eventually lose its "life-blood¥--its
water rescurces--if the trend centimied on into the Congress of making
both houses amenable to population facters, because Idaho would have
little or no power in w:rting.6 (See Appendix X)

To many Idahoans, the decision on reapportiomment carried
overtones of losing their volce in state and national govermment.
Cne politieal cclumnist, after making a tour through ths counties
said that in four very rural counties (Bear Lake, Caribou, Franklin
and Oneida) reapportiomment was a major iasue’ tut it was no issus

in the Upper Snake River Valley, or Clark, Teton aml Hutte.a

Iabor Unions

On Labor Day, September 6, Hansen prediat&d that Harding
would ask for organized labor's support in the campaign, despite
Harding's failurs te fill the vacant Thickol plant at Pocatsllo,
his support of BPA being furnished to electrieally-furnaced phosphate
companies which would put men oubt of work in Pocatello's chemically-
oparated phosphate companles, and his failure to rascue Idaho farmers

and stockmen from erippling controls ard tariffs. Hansen said,

5£§n:oln County Journal (Shoshone), "Hansen Attacks Democrat
Incumbent for 'insffective Repreaentation,'” September 3, 1564, pp. 1, L.

5Elank§22ﬁ News, "BPA, Reapportionment, Medicare, R, Harding
Ara Targets of Hansen," September 12, 1264, p. 1.

?Idahq Daily Statesman (Boisa), John Corlett, *Politically
Spﬁalﬂng," E’ct‘{:’kﬂi‘ E' 196"". P" 'LF!

®Inid., Ostohor 12, 1964,
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"If he gats it (endorsement), I can only conclude that
the officials of labor do not have the real weliare of ihe
working man at heart, "?

Hansen was trying to drive a wedge between the labor leadershin
vhich controlled the funds and decisions of the union groups, aml the
workingmen te whom he mizht be able to get his appeal and try for

their vote. EHe said the working men of Idaho "desperately need a new

man to represent them in Washinston, D10

On Sepiember 9, Robert lenaghen, exscutive officer of the
Central labor Union in Pocatello, said,

The labor Day Manifesto issusd by congressional candidate George
Hansen is typlecal of the John Eirch-oriented Goldwaterite,

As long as he subscribes to the John Elreh philesophy, and as
long as they are financing his campaign, he ihnuld have ths
intezrity to hold hie head up and admit it.%

lenaghen elainesd Hansen's previous record in Pecatello city affalrs
couldn't stand up under the careful inspection of labor, and that

Hansen was missing more than half of his City Commission maetings,

besides filing insccurate primary election axpenses.lz

Hansen retorted that lenaghen was Harding's "hatchet man,®

saying,

lenaghen's attack on me is a {yplecal character assassination
tactic of many of those who back my political opponen®. Honestly
end dnfteprity and fair representation seem to mean nothing to
then—--thoy want to control everything.

My oppesitien Je& now apparently so sure ef losinz that they are
ganbling on an zll-out vieious smear attempt to chance the tida,

glﬂahg State Journal (Pocatello), "Hansen Rips into Harding in
Labor Day Campaipn Blast," September 6, 1964, p. 2.

Vi,

Lygahie Stats Journal (Pocatello), "Labor Ieader Rips Harsen,"
Septembayr 9, 1964, p, 1,

120054,
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These attacks have gone on in small scale for months, and I have
known of this major effort fgﬁ'suma time. They only delayed to
find ‘a suitable hatchet man,
He challenzed Lenaghen and Harding to a publie hearing in Poecatello
before all the eitizens, Their mestling, however, was al the coming
labor endorsement eonvention.

(n Septenber 27, Harding end Hansen went before the endorsement
convention of the Tdaho Committes on Politieal Fdueation (COPE).
Congressman Mike Kiman (D-Ohio), chairman of the subcommittee on
Public Works Appropriations, accompanied Harding, aleng with others,
and was introduced as a2 men who had veted for more dams than any
othar man. Kirwan urged delegetes to return Harding to Corngress.

Harding was given a warm receptlon by ths solidly Demoeratic
audienes, and the approximately 100 persons pressnt broke into
applause several times during his short speech. The Congresspan
then asked for questions, but not one was asked., He thon left
with Kirwan on an inspeection trip to the site of the lower Teton
Project.

Hansen had a harder time, Applause when he was Introduced was
more polite than enthusiastie, and several persons in the
audience got up and left during his presentation. In conirast
to Hﬂrdign, HAansen was grilled for about 40 mimutes by the labor
leaders. ¥

Roberi Ienaghen charged, "In my opinion, you are getting
roney from the John Eirch Sacinty.ﬂlﬁ

Hansen just as flatiy denied the charge, Ha asked Lenaghen

to name the Eircharz who are giving him meney, btuat Lanaghen
declined tc do so.t

151dah0 Stnte Journal, (Foeatelle), "Hansen Flings Charpge Back at
Lenaghen," September 10, 1964, p. 1.

lhIdahu State Journal, "Harding Wins Labor Backing," Seplembsr 27,
1964, p. 1.

151540,

61114,
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Hansen, referring to the spseches of Kirwan and John A, Cavwver, Jr.,
Assistani Secretary of the Interdor, said Harding "broucht along his
big friords today--that proves he's scared, But I stand alone, 1
want to keep away from all entanglements, and just run for what I
stand for." He said the Democratic speakers had fed the delegates
fpropaganda and a lot of generalizatiuns.“l?

Harding received the endorsement on September 27, and union
political funds of $9,692,00, compared with $21,256.00 in 1964,
Interestingly, Harding had already received by September 23, cver
21,500 from union funds. In 1960, he had received over $14,000 prior
to the Endorsement Convention (See Appendix TX).

Hansen later accused the lahor leaders of rigging the labor
endorsement meeting to thedir own liking, and said it "was decked out
like a Democratic campaipn headquarters” with pletures of Johnson,
Humphrey and other candidates on every wall. "My opponsnt was asked
no questions, His endorsemant was cut and dried. I was a revelation
to see the lack of concern shown for the pooblams of the working man
by copg,ui8

The Focatello Central labor Council reslstersd union members and
distributed literature to over 14,000 union members in favor of endorsed

eandidates and against "halte faections," local and national.l?

Y7 mad,

laIdahE—pﬂilF Statespman (Boise), "Hansen Says labor liset was
"Rigged, '" Septumber 29, 156h4, p. 1.

19contral Iabor News (Pocatsllo), "Harding Forses Ahesad in Race,"
and "Hate Factions,” Cctoosr, 1964, pp. 1, 3. and information received
from Pocatello labor Temple, July, 1967,
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Hansen lost Pocatello and Banneck County, 13,198 to 7,923.20

Teton~Fremont Dar

On September 6, with Idaho Semator Frank Church and Congressnan
Harding at his side,
President Iyndeon B, Johnson,...signed the bill suthordzing the
$52 million Lower Teton Project in southesastern Idako, "This
should make the people of Idaho happy,"™ he sald. "It surely will,
Mr, President, and I anm cnnfiden%lthay will show it in November,"
sald Sen, Frank Church, D-Idaho.
This comment by Senator Church stirred some comment in the District
among Lthose who saw "a blatant obvicus vote-buying attempt” on the
part of President Johnson, Senator Church and Hhrding.zz
However, Harding Joined with Madison County Democratic
party officials in planning a float down the Teton Rlver to the
project site and an Appreciation Banguet for all who had worked on
the Teion Project's dsvelopaent and passage in ﬂnngress.23
On September 23, Governor Robert Smylie warned them not to
make the proposed Lower Teton River Projeet a partisan football, He said,
I understand thet the Democrats are making political eapital

of the Teton Dam Project. I hope they don't endanger the bi-
partissn suppert, 2

znlddba, Secretary of State, Abstract of Voles Cast at the
General Election Nov, 3, 1064, (Boise: 1ssuoc by Arbold Willianis ).

2lyaahe Stats Jourral  (Pocatells), "Johnsen Sipns Lowsr Teton
Power Project,! Sepltember &, 1964, p. 1.

224 Post-Register (Idaho Falls), "Reader Sess Vote !'Puying’
in Report,” September 17, 1964, p. L,

237he Post~Registar,"Valley Awaits Visit by Udall," September 25,
196%, p. 1, See also Dessret News (Salt Lake City), "Is Lower Taton
Dam a 'Political Football 7" September 26, 1964, p, EL,

241‘!15 Past-Rerister (Idaho Fgllsll, "Keep Dam Bi-partisan,
Idaho Governer Warns," Septenmber 23, 1964, p. 1.
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Referring to the plans for Secretary of Intsrior Stewart Udall's
tour of the river and the rally and banguet that next Saturday evening,
the Governor added, "No leading Republicans were invited teo this rally."
He pointed out that Burns Creek Dam was made a political foolball and
failed to draw the support of Republieans under the original proposal,
finally being defeated in the House , 22
Harding labsled Governor Smylie's charges "ridiculous™ and said

Smylie doesn't understand tha bi-partisan spirit of eastern

Idaho elected officials and water leaders...Republicans have

attended eastern Tdaho Democratic dinnervs in the past and will

be dincluded in Saturdzy's tour,
He sald Udall and Kirwan would address the Saturday nighl Democratic

dinner.

On September 24, the Rexburg Journal amnouncad the Teton

Project Appreciation Banguet, after the float down the Teten River,
to pay tributs to 2ll persons who helpsd gain passage of the Lower
Teton Dam bill in Congress, Idsted to be in attendance ware:

Congressman Ralph Haidinz (D-Idaho)

Congressman Iike Fivwan (D-Ohlo)

Seeretary of the Interdor Stewari Udall

Assistant Inlerdor Sscretary John Carver

Irripation leaders of Eastern Idaho

Represontatives of the press, radio and television
Tckets teo the tanquet werz c¢btainable from "any member of the
Democratic Central Cﬂmittea.ﬂz?

The chalrman of the banquet immediately told the Past-

Beplister that the svent was not a2 Democratic eveni as inviiations

25 hid,

‘Evaef—hews (Tiwin Falls), “Hardinz Iabels amylla g Charge on
lower Teton Project Ridiculous,® September 24, 1964, p. 1.

ﬂ?.exburg; Journal, *Tribute Lo Be Giwven A1l Who Helped
Promote Eill," September 24, 1964, b, 1.
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had been mailed to leaders of both parties; citing Governor Smylie,
Senator Jordan and Republican state legislators from Teton, Fremont
and Madison Counties.zs

Governor Smylie said the invitation arrived a day after he
complained that no leading Republicans had boen invited to participate
and said it came from Gary Arnold, Chairman of the Madisen County
Democratic Centrzl Committee, FHo said, "Seriously, I hops that the
congressman dossn't get the Fremont Project tangled in polities, as he
did with the Burns Creek Projeet.t2d

Governor Smylie labsled the Teton tour "a political enterprise®
and refused to take part. He sent a telegram to the Madison County
Demoeratic Chairman, and said that,

After consultation with beoard members of the irrigstion district,
it seoms clear that this is purely a politieal enterprise and

that the sscretary ccmes more to praise Rep, Barding than to
inspect the Leower Teton Dam site., Foir that reason it is likely
that your invitation was not well intentloned at any event. Hean-
while, let me express the hope that nothing will be done or said
at your politicel meeting which will impeds or delay successful
prosecution of the praject. After 211, it is the completion of the
project, not the transient personalities thal mast be the important
and contrelling consideration for all of us.J

The Governor taid the invitation was "bglated” in that two days notics
was insuffieient time to arrange his schedule to permit him to jein

the tuu.r.jl

2Bope Pogt-Rovister (Idaho Falls), "Udall, Water Leadsrs Set

A WAl i 55, e Wb S

Teton River irip," September 20, 1964, pp. 1, 19.

29;@_5.11@ Dailv Statesman (Boise), "Gov. Smylie Turns Down
Invitation, " Soptombsr 29, 1900, Pe L,

PLdaho State Journal (Pocatello), "Udall, Kirwan Plan Visit
Here Saturday,” September 25, 1964, p. 1.

g,



81

Harding took issue with Covernor Smylie, ond said,

You would think that ofter the time Gov. Smylie has
served in public office ha would realize administration and
publie offieials are entitled to credit as well as to blame.

Governor Smylie has never heen bashful -about blaming the
Democrats...Fair play demands that he be equally as ready to give
eredit...for the authorization of the Lower Teton project.

Every ecitigen of Idaho knows that he would be blaminz the
Demoerats had this project not been authorized,32

Arnold said he realized the invitation was "late” "but we
still hoped the governor would be able to attend.® He said Smylie's
reply "was ummarranted and is apparently an effort to turn the lLower
Teton into a political football." 7 Arnold said, "This float trip
is strietly non-political, The dinner is sponsored by the Madison
County Democrats and in that sonse you might say the dinner is
pulitical."jq

Harding was: very happy to have both Secretary Udall and
Congressman Kirwan respond favorably to his invitation to tha Teton
Froject events. He said,

Kirwan is eredited with appropriating more money fer the
development of the West than any otker member of Congrass,
except possibly for Sen, Carl Hayder, (D-Arizona),

Kirwan is chairman of . the (sub) commitiee which appropriates
funds for all water projects in the nation. He was the ons who
turned dovm the $1 million sppropriation for proposed extensicn

of tha BPA line from tha Pacifis Northwest to East Idaho.

It will be ¥irwan who will determine to a large extent whon and
how fast funds will be appropriated for the Lower Teton F:ujact.35

32Ydaho Daily Statesman (Roise), "Gov. Smylie Turns Down
Invitation,;” September 25, 195%, p. l.

33Idal’m Daily Statesman, (Boise), "Deme Slaps Idaho Chief for
Absence," September 20, 1954, p. 1.

3“De5mrat Wews , (Salt Lake City), "Is Lower Teton Dam a 'Politieal
Foothall ' Saptember 25, 1964, p. B-l.

35Tlftﬁ Post-Rerister. (Idaho Falls), “Party Inspects Teton Dam
Site," September 27, 1964, pp. 1, 17.
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In Boise, on September 10, Harding let his hair down on the
vote trading done in Congress, and said,
A congressman legrns rather fast that in some instances he "musi
go along to get along,."...on some issues a econgressman cannot
always afford to voie his conviciions if he is to gain benefits
for his home state,J

The aeccount in the Tdaheo Daily Statesman contimied,

He eited the instance of voting for s bill appropriating funds for
an aquarium, commonly ealled the "fish bowl," to be situated in
Washington, D.C., in order to nol oppose a veteran Midwest congross-
man "who had life and death conirol over public works appropriations
and I was interested in Burns Creek for Idaho., This was a cass
where I could not afford the emmity of this congressman. This
was a small issue, however, arnd of course, there are the big
issues on which you simply cannot compromise and rust stick with
principles 37
The House of Representatives voted $20-million Tor the asguarium,
but the Senate eal the figure to 3$10-million.
Hansen deseribed the tour by Secretary Udall, his sssistant
John Carver, and Harding and Congressman Kirwan as politieally inspired,
declaring that, "This trip was a continuation of Harding's politicsl
farce with Interisr Seeretary Udall under the guise of an impartial
inspectioh of the Teton project usine the opportunity to praise Harding."ja
The junkat to the Teton Project had already become involved
in a politiczl controversy and feelings were ripe on both sides of the
politieal fence.
Harding met Congressman Kirwan and Assistant Secretary Carver

at the Poecatelle Alrport and, after a short stop-off at the COFE

31daho Daily Statosman (Boise), *Lions Hear Harding Give Talk,"
September 10, 196%, p. L.

371614,

381daha Daily Statesman (Poise), "Hansen Repudiates Harding on
Basis of Capital Record," September 27, 1964, p. 3.
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Endorscement Convention there, they joinad Secretary Udall at the
Teton River for the boat trip past the Teton-Fremont Dam site,?
Harding gave 5 press release on his talk to be given at the
bangquet to ithe press, which called on Idaho residents to "forget
partisan considerations™ and work cooparatively and unitedly teo
build worthy multi-purpose reclamation projects and at the same time
protect ocur water from the Southwest and ﬂalifnrnia,"llul
At the Banguet, Congressman Mike Kirwan and Secretary Udall
praised Harding for his long and diligent work for Idaho, not enly
for reclamation bt for all interests of the Gom State., Sseratary
Udall sald he hoped eonstruction on the $52 million dam could start
the follewing July 1, 1965, and spoke in bohalf of ths proposed Iynn
Crandall Dam (renamed from Barns Cresk)., Predicting its eventual
genstruction also, Secretary Udall callad on ths Idahs Power Company
to cooperate with tle Bonmsville Powar Administratinn.al He expressod
repret that Govornor Smylie did not come, but the Governor's telegram
drew consideyabla laupghter ybhon it was raad.uz
However, at the six o'elock press conference bafore the eight
o'elock banguetb that evening, Congrossman Kirvwan dvopped 2 politieal
bomb, and szid that if Harding were not re-elected in Hovember,
Tdahoans wonld have to wait feor ysars for appropriations to build

the Teton-Fromant Nean on the Teton River,

3V3daho State Jourzal (Pocatelle), "Harding Wins Labor Backing,®
September 27, 1664, pp. L, 3.

Wtdaho Evening Statesman (Boise), *idall Sights Early Start on
Idaho Dawm," September 28, 196%, p. 2.

uaﬂgnhm Daily Statesman (Boise), "Udall Ends Tour of Tdaho Sounding
Hope for Start of Lowar Teton Dam Job," September 28, 1964, p. 1.

b2 Fost-Rogister (Idaho Falls), "Udall Commends Teton Dam
Project,” Soptember 2o, 120%, pp. 1, 15.




Regarding the Dam and Harding. Congressman Kirwan said,
I've been in Congress 28 years and I play the rules, Some worthwhile
projects, after being authorized, have walted 35 years for appro-
priations. T would take care of some other projects that have
beon waiting 35 years if a Republican lis eleclizd. Keep Harding
in Congress so ho can ask me for the appropristions for Fremont
Dam.,
Later at the banguet, Congressman Kirwan repoated his views
about Harding as a congressnan:
You've got 2 good one, and pacople of Idaho had batter think
twice when they vote. I made this trip to Idaho to try to lst
them know they bave one who is always representing their interssts, ¥
He repeated that if Idaho peopls 'don't vote rizhi'in re-electing
Harding that hs would dust off many reclamation projects approved
during the past 30 years but never given eppropriations. FHs said,
"They won't be from Idsho."” He said that as long as Harding is in
Congress, Teton Dam would have high priority. He pointed out that he
had at the urging ¢f Harding pushed the Teton Dam and also had appropriated
$62,000 for a study of Crandall Dam, ‘and eppropriated funds for the Rivie
Dam east of Idauheo Falls, the Blackfoot Dem and other water projacts
in Bast Tdaho.'t5
Leaping into the fray the next day, Hansen said,
Never has the integrity of Idaho's citizans bsen so insulted,

Mr, Kirwan's statement was a mﬂst.ghﬂuking display of blackmail,
dietatorship and rigged politics.L

#3Iﬂchﬂ Daily Statosman (Boise), "Ohio Domo Cautions Gem Voters,™
Septenber 27, 1964, p. 1,

unﬁhﬂ Post~Ragister (Idaho Falls), "Udall Commends Teton
Project,” September 28, 1964, pp. X, 15.

“ig.

”Elﬁahn Daily Statesman (Boise), "'Hlaekmail' by Ohican Draws
Rap,” Seplember 28, 1964, p. 1.
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Hansen described Congressman Kirwan's wislt to Idaho as "more
repulsive than the carpetbagging of Plerre Salinger and Bobby
Kennedy .,” He said,

Nothing is so high handed as to have 2 man come into our state
and tell us we'd bstter vote for his man or he will not give
Idaho any money., This is the most blatent demonstration cf how
our tax money ecan be used against us to buy votes and it shows
the selfish measures my opponent will take to stay in office., He
musti be deeply frightened to try this tactic. But I'm sure Idaho
citizens will not submit to sueh treachery.

I sugzest that Rep. Kirwan return to Ohio and take cars of the
poverty-ridden sreas closer to home rather than traveling over
the country intimidating voters,%?

Finding himself in an awkward position of wanting the endorsemant,
rot offending Congressman Kirwan by repudiating it, and having to
find a way to help Second District voters accept it, Harding said,

I think what he sazid was most unfortunate. The statement he

made was not whal I wonld advise. Personally, I wish ke hadn't besen
gulte so outspoken in hls endorsement of ms at Rexburg. But whsn
you bring people like Harry S. Truman and Mike Kirwan to the stale
there is no way of controlling what they say. They are just great
Amaricans who are more frank than scie of us might like them te be.

Ha plays by the rules and you have to know what ths rulss of the
games are, (Referring to the fact of seniority and party affili-
ation), If I am defeated, and I don't intend to bo..as a private
eitizen I would lobby just as hard for the appropriations for Lower
Teton, for Barns Creek,...and for the extension of Bonnavilla

Péwer Adninistration trensmission lines into Idaho,

Becanes Mike Kirwan is such g man of his word, T wish he hadn't 48
made that statement, because it would be harder to get the money.

Harding said Hansen had ruined any chance of accomplishing anything

for Jdaho if hs is elected because of his attack on Congressman

#1014,

Y81dan0 Daily Statesman (Boise), "Expericnces of Foe Cited
Harding,® September 29, i9o%, p. 3; Idaho Eveninz Statesman (Boise
®Harding Says Humphrey Considers Idaho Visit," Seplember 29, 1904, p. :
Blackfoct Nows, "Harding States Hansen Destroyed Effectivensss with

Attack on Kirwan,"” Sﬂptaﬂbar 29, 1964, p. 2.
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Kirwan, and said Hansen called Representalive Kirwan a "carpetbagger
and blaclkmaiier," Harding asserted that,
My opponent with his record of having never spent 2 day in a
lezislature would have had a difficult time at best in serving
in the Congress. However, by his attack on ons of the greatest
and most powerful ccmmittes chairmen, he has completely ruined
any gmall chance that he may have had of accomplishing anything
for Idaho if elected.¥d
Bacause of Hansen's ststement, Harding sald, "it will be harder for
me now to convince him (Xirwan) to put money in the budget (fer
Lowsr Teton,)®50
Other reactions were also instantancous. The State Rapublican
Chairman sald the Chio Congressman's statement was ezn example of
using a "political blackjack™ on Idahe voters, and called Harding a
#political bootlicker,” saying he had voted for an expansiva aguarium
for Washington, D.C., to win faver with a cormities chailrman. Has
asserted that,
Idahoans belisve that develcpment of their water resources can
stand on its own merits ard that it is not nacsssary to entesr
into any kind of an unholy alliance with a power-hungry Chlc
congrassman to get funds for their projects.sk
One political columnist prediecied that while Kirwan's
Heart was with Hawding...his approach to the Idzho volers was so

wrong it will undoubtedly backfire to Hansen's advantage. There
15 ro doubt that firwan has the power to make good on that threat,

and 1ittle doubt that he would, And thera is not doubt elther that

the voters of Idaho would enjoy spititing in his eye, even if they
naver got another dam or fleocd project, just to provs they own
their own souls.”

b9 Ihid,
5ﬁ1hid. lota: Initial appropriation was made in 1966,

511dahs Daily Statesman (Boise), "MeMyrray Says Parding Rates
&5 'Bootlicker,'? Soptembar 29, 1964, p. 1. Ses also Idaho Fvﬂnin?
Statesman (Eﬂlﬂu), “Harding Says Hamphrey Considers Idaho Visit,"
September 29, 1964, p. 1.

5¢Iﬂnhn State Jowrnal (Pecatells), Bill Halk, "Pelitiezl
Seratehipad,”® Sapiembor 30, 1964, p. b.
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But hs added, "There are still five weeks left before the
election, and the matter probably will be largely forgotten as the
eandidates debata more meaty issu08,90

Several reacticns ran through Idaho Second District residents!
ninds about Congressman Kirwan's remarks, Talk of "outside inter-
ference™ in Idaho eloctions was everywhore and the use of "power
politics™ was rosentad.

{ne editor of an influsntial farm newspaper wrote,

Isn't it strange how Idaho can somohow always manage to get its
fine water conservation projects tangeled uvp in polities? BRalph
Harding started it four years ago with Burns Creek. Apparently
he started something--with Idaho the loser.5%
Another Editor said, "We enjoyed Kirwan, but not the elub he carried."53

The Kirwan ineident roused intense and often bitter activity on
the part of those who supported Barding in it and thoss who rebellsd
arainst him, Sides wore taken with increasing vigor, and ihis con-

tributed much to the fact that the issue lingered through the elgﬂtinn.55

531b4d.

SMEastern Idcho Farmer (Idaho Falls), Aden Eyde, "Views and News
on Subgeﬂts Hora and Thara.“ Detobar 1, 196#, pp. 1=2.

5514a Intnrnuuntaﬂn (Pocatello), Perry Swisher, "Powerful Man,"
Cotober 1, 19u¢ p. L.

507hs PosteRomister (Tdaho Falls), "Hopaful Backs an. Barding,"
October 5, 1964, p. 3: The PosteRagistor, (Tdaho Falls), "Gem GOP
Chief Blasts Harding," October 4, 1964, v. 1; The Pest-Recisier
(Tdaho Falls), Bditorial, "He Saiﬂ His Pieﬂa ® Oetober # 1964, p. U4
Tha Fost-Rozistar E*daha Falls), "Farnsr avers Hansen Harms Teton Project,®
October 8, 1960, p. 3; Tho Post=Remister (Tdaho Falls), "Reador Claims
Johnson Tum Strong," Cstober 11, 1964, p. 1; The Post-Rogister,
(Idaho Falls), "Rigby Elector Irked at Kirwan," Octobar 13, 190%, p. 4;
Raxburg Journal, Earl Hoopes, "Doploras Poor 'Fublic Relations,'”
Oetober 1, 1904, p. 1; DRoxburg Standayd, R, Hillxa Walker, "Halkar Bavs
'Forgot Differcnces, Unite, and Get Dam Built, ;" September 29, 1964, p. 1;
Arco Advertiser, "Pasp Sights,™ October 1, l?é# Pe s
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Governor Smylie said of Congressman Kirwan's remarks,
I doubt if his eonstituents in Youngstown, Chio, would want
this kind of treatment themselves. We ought io elect Hansen {o
see if Kirwan has the lack of moral stature to make good his
threat,?’
Hansen "hammered®™ at the remarks of Congressman Kirwan, and
sald & strong feeling of protest had been aroused in Idaho by what
he termed Harding's "Teton Blackmail Project.* Hansen describsd the
Kirwan statement “as the most dlstasteful thing we have faced in
years, having our own tax money used against us. There is no doubt
that the §52 million price tag on our present congressman is grossly
inflated,n58
Hansen shifted his emphasis on the Teton Dam-Eirwan incident
to questioning the ¢ffectivoness of Harding's terms in office, Since
it was fresh on everyone's minds and brought back elements of Harding's
prior campalzns, Hansen would briefly assall Herding about "gzoing
from dam to dum to dam for three slections without really accomplish-
ing anythirz," and then contirue on to cther issves as added evidence
of Harding's misuse arnd misrepresentation of Idshe's interests., He
gsserted,
Tdabho must have a congressman te falrly represcont ths bost intereszts
of our gtats and hor psople, and to work diligently to protect
their rdghtful volee in govermment. Yel, our pressent congressman
has openly faverad Senatorial re-apportiomment and is willing to
grant Idaho's legislature no more than an extenslion of time to get

it deme, His votlng record and statements before the House and
Senate have clearly shown this. His voting record, his interests

37 Idaho Evening Statesman (Boise), "Smylie Urpes Gem Dzbates on
Apportion,® Octobar 5, 1964, p, 1.

3BTasho Stata Journal (Focatello), "Irrigator Asks Keep Dam
Qut of Polities,” September 30, 1964, p. 1,
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and the larpge percentags of his campaign funds %ia with people
and organizations outside the borders of Idaho,??

In an effort to separate the bullding of the Teton Danm from
the authorization to build whiszh Harding had received in the Teton
bill, Hanmsen emphasized that the project actually was the work of
several people and that it could stand on its marit.s.sﬂ

Ho also tied Harding in with the national debt, and sald,

The credit for the proposed $52 million dem on the Taton River
is not all Harding's, If Harding is going to sttempt to pgrab
eredit then he should alse be given part of the credit for the
"fantastic" federal debt, which 15 a national disgrace.bX

Harding's votes have helpad push us 330 billion deeper in debt,
Interast alone on this debt amounts to ten cents on each tax
dollar collected--over $10 billien each year. Now is the tine
to atng this wild spending. Now is the tlms to retwrn to good
sensa,

Parhaps the most plercing coriticlsn came from the editor of
a2 wide-spread farmer weekly newspaper. In an editerial, titled
#"The Harding Blight,"™ he sald,

Ralph Harding, probably with the besi intentions, seems to have
davelopsd the unfortunate proclivity of wrecking evory commendable
reclamation projset advanced in ocastern Idahs, Ha did it first with
Burns Creok--and a whale of a job ho did on that one, too. He

was going to get Burns Creelt authorization or hs wouldn't even

bo a repeat vandidate. Instead, he killed it.

Curpently, it's tha Frewont Dem on the Teton which is feeling
the Harding ceurse. Thatl ons was all set, with no oppositiofne-
a fine preojeet, one certain teo add materlally te Idahe's water

3 Idano Enterprise (M2lad), "Republican Candidate for Congress
Gives Viows on Provosed Heapportionment,” Octeber 1, 1964, p. 2.
(Ses Appendix X for the reapportionment views of Harding 2nd Hansen,
as published in the Xdaho Ferm Paveau News,)

snfTﬂﬂﬂht County Chronicle-tews (St. Anthony), "Hansen Attacks
Barding for 'rFantastia' Debt," QOctober 1, 1964, p. 1.

611pa4,

ﬁzﬂbﬂhh Side linws (Jorona), ¥Harding Publie Spendar No. 1,
Hansen Tells Jeroms Audience,® Oetober 1, 196*# pp. 1, 8.
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conservation and utilizetion futurse,..Wo're not saying that Ralph
Harding is wlifully and wontonly destiroying Idzho's irrigation
projects. VWhat we are saylng is that he certainly has developed

a penchant for doling just that...We like Govornor Smylie's approach,..

elect Gggrge Fansen to the House and defy Kirwan to carry oub that
threat.

The HKircher Episcde

On Maxreh 12, a bill was defeated in Congress (222-184) which
would have boosted congressional salarels from §$22,500 to $32,500
end would have made $5,000 of that salary deductible for tax purposes
to offset Living expenses, Shortly after, a new bill was introduced
to raise ths salaries from $22,500 to $30,000 and this bill pasﬂﬁd.ﬁu
Harding voted for both of these Govermnment Employces Salary
Reform Acts and was widely assalled for it.65 Fe sald he had opposed
it 2n voted for it only aftor it had besn attached as a rider to the
federal employees' pay inerease bill, He saild he preferred a “legl-
timate expense account” to pay for trips between Washington, D.C., ana
Jdaho, whersas they wore presently coming oul of his own pﬂckst.ﬁﬁ
Cns Idohe editor asserted,
Ralph Harding votes himself a §7,500 a year pay raise, then tells
the natives he's campaigning in a house traller because it's

cheaper. He votes for every big spending measurg L{hen eampalgns
in & house trailer because it's chesapsr., Irony. ?

63East¢“n 1"!-111::: Farmer (Idzho Fylls), Editorial, "The Harding Blight,=
October 15, 1904, p. 2. HNote: In 1956, an appropriation to hevin
the Teton Dam was secursd fyom Congress,

6l 7anho Dasly Statesman (Boiss), "Senator Jordan Clarifics,n
September %, 196%, .p. 10.

65]}: id., Fastern Jdaho Fammer (Idaho Falls), Aden Hyda, "Who
Said Thati" September 10, 196%, p. 2.

661ﬂaru State Journal. {Pocatella), Lee Ester, "Harding, Fansen
Split on lsdicars, Uihar Issues,? September 11, 1984, pp. 1-2.

5?Arﬂu Advertiser, Editorisl "Pssp Sights,”™ Saptember 24, 1964,
D 3-
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Hansen daplorad the faet that Harding,

Voted himself a $10,000 a year pay raiss, which Congress failed

to pass, and again voted for $7,500 a year raise, which was

passed. It is not sound principles for publie offilcials to vote

themselvos raises at a time whon the nation is billions of

dollars in debt. How many farmers and businesswuen are there who

would vote thumselves a pay raise 1f they were heavily in debt 268
Hansen said that Harding should be known as "Genevous Ralph" because
he had been so good to himself in 1964, Hansen said that Hardine
evidently,

Subscribes to the administration's thsory that a 3-per cent pay

raise is sufficiently nem Inflationary for his constituents, But

he voted himself a 40 per cent raise, another 34,500 in staff

allownnzag end now wants te tell you what he has done for the

district,o9

Harding replied that he assumed that if Hansen were elected,
he would turn down the pay increase, /0
Then, on Octobar 18, ths Jdaho Sunday Statesman ran an editorial,

entitled, "Have You Written Your Congressman lately? If 5S¢, He May
Send You a Reply: 'You're o Nut!'" (Sse Appendix VIIL.) This article,
roprinted in virtually every paper in the state, was based on some
correspendsnce belween Harding and ¢ Ur, James R. Eircher in Burley,
who apparently took wigorous exception to much of what Harding did as
& eongressmin, especially the pay raise. Harding replied in & somewhat

undignified and antagonistiec letter to Dr. Kircher:

BELincaln County Journal (Shoshene), "Hinsen Attacks Domocrat
Incumbent for ' lreliective Aspresentation,'" Septembar 3, 1954, pp. 1, 4.

.—......-...-\..—.._.-_.-._..

on Self Fay Haise, ™ "aptnmhar 18 19&%, De 1. Hata The pay incresase
bill provided for a 3 per cent salary raise for govermmsni employees,

707dahe  State Journal (foeatelle), lLee Ester, "Lardlnq. Hansen
Split on Yodicare, Oiher Issuss," Septembor 11, 1964, pp. 1-2,
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I just thought you wonld like te know that I bave been receiving
some very ignorant, slanderous, and stupid letters from someone
in Burley whe is using your name and stationery. I wanted you
to be fully aware of this, and maybe vou ean prevent this person
from writing to me, I &m sure that the type of letters he is
writing reflect no eredit upon anyons (See Appendix VIIL).

Dr. Kircher wrote back that the stztionsry, letters and signature
ware his own, and reminded Harding of his right as a constitnent of
writing to his congrossman. (See Appendix VII) The correspondence
was subsequsntly brought to the attention of the Statesman editor whoe
penned the gbove editorial.

Harding reacted with a letter of rebuttal, challenging the
editorial, and yet defending the letter weitten to Dr. Kircher.

(Sse Apperdix VIT)

Other editors joined the Statesman in decrying the immaturity
shown in the situation (Ses Appendix VII), and the incident was the
suabject of covntless "letters to theeditor" columns, partieunlarly in
tha Magie Valley and Poise Valley ercas. The Republican State Chalrman
received wide coverape for his wverabl reprimand, which said that Rarding
had demonstrated,

Agaln that he just can't measuro up to the responsibilities
and dignity of a congressman, Harding's answer to the doctor
vergss on tne point of a grade school prankster, not that of a

congressman. ., Jhe should at least have the capacity and dignity
to accopt eriticlsm from thoss who do diffsr from him,71

Birch-Eanson, Seniovity, Gampeizn Finances
and Council for a Iivable World

Gelng &ato the canmpalgn, Hardlng felt he would lose some voles

for his attack of Ezra Teft Monson, but would gain others.”2 The

"lIdsho Daily Statesman (Boise), "GOP Head Spanks Demo Over
Istter, " (5tobar 20, 1964, P. .

723daho Daily Statesman (Boise), John Corlett, "Folitically
ﬂpﬂaki!‘lg.“ Cotober 1‘3, lgé!l'l P 31-
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issue was seldom discussed before the publie, with one noteable
exception being the statewlde televlsion debate in September,?3
Barding was asked if he would make his spsech against Benson again,
if he had it to do over again, and he replied affirmatively. In
rebuttal, Hansen elosed the show off with the comment that the floor
of Congress was "no place to wash religicus linen.n 7
When Harding indicated his intentions to make the Eirch Secelaty
an issue in the campaipgn, Hansen labeled it Yan irrolevant issue,”
and said,
I think Mr. Harding would like to make the Birch Socicity 2 smoks
screan issus to koep from being exposed on the real problems, the
things he hasn't done and should have done as a cungrassman.?
Harding s2id he considered the Birch Sociely members %2 bunch
of creaps snd nuts,® and sald he did not want their votes, suppori er
finanecial assistance, Fansen said he did not accept,
A1l that its founder, Roborti Weleh, had to say and that he did
not agree with all of Wolch's tacties. %, he sald, he would
"accept the support of any person vho is acting tkhas best he ean
to be & geood American elitizen...l do not enccurage the support
of the John Birech Soelety: I encourage the support of individnals...
Many poopla foael frustrated at the conduct & our government toward
the Communist menace. gf something would get done, these organiza-
tions would disgolve.5!
In their first Pocatello debate, whan agrused of Birch Sccletly

support, Hunsen denounced talk of extrerdsm, axd said he did not

73531t Loke Tribune, "Hansen Wins Debate as Victory Kay,"
November 5, 1904, p. 0.

?#Paraunal knowledza,

?5;Testnn Citizen, Richard Charnock, "Political HEchoos 0
August 13, 1964, p. 3.

76Idsho State Journal (Focatello), "Harding: Wish Dem Fad Boen
less Qutspoken,” Cotober &, 196%, pp. l-2,
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accept support from the John Birch Euciety.?? In a later debate in
Pocatello, Hardingz claimed that Hansen was taking money from Eirch
Soclaty members, and Hansen caid iT membors had contributed to his
campaizn, he did not know it, If Hansen would name his econtrlbutors,
Harding said he would point out tha Birchers,
At that point, with thescandidates only a few feet apart and
spealking with thelir voices raised, thg moderator...stepped batwaen
the two and stopped the discussion,?

Declaring that "The John Birch Sonlety as such may not be large
in Jdsho," the State Democratie Chairman said it had, however, taken
overy the Republican party in the state. He sald Hensen, "was arranging
mesting placas?g and so forth for Reed Benson in southorn Idaha“g':'

In the l=ter debate at Posatello, Honsen accused Harding of
accapting,

Contributions to his campaign from an organization known as the

*Council for a Livable VWorld,® Hansen saild this group sdvocazted
unilatersl disermament and appeasement of Comunist nations, Bl

7 Idaho State Journal (Pecatelle), Lee r,ster. vHaeding, Hansen
Split on lzdicare, Othor Issues,® September 11, 1964, pp. l-2.

B
7 Jdaho State Jovrnal (Pocatello), lee Ester, "Harding, Hansen Clash
on Campsign Funds,® Coteber 9, 1964, p. 1.

7T puthor's note: One day in early Mavch, 1964, Pansen was servicing
insurancs customers and was approached by an employee of one firm with
the informsiion that Reed Banson was scheduled to coms and spaak in
Focatello, Hanscn was asked if, as a City Cormissioner, he could
suggest an appropriats hall to engzaga for the event. Hansen sald that in
view of the controversy about the Dirch Society, a large place like the
high school awditorium would ne doubt be bost, and sald if there was
any problen, to 2all him. Hansen and several other city officdlals
stiended the Benson meeting, tul none were sesn buyinz the lLitsrature
on ths tabtles.

EDIﬁ?hn Fveninz Statesman (Bolss), Richard Charneck, "Birch Socletly
Pjaginf, I{ay Hoie in Fortheoming Idahe Electlon,” ..apt,#mbar 23, 1964,
Fe O

8lrdang State Jourmal (Pocatolls), Les Ester, "Harding, Hansen Clash
on Campaizn Funds, W (etaber G, 1964, BR. 1-2,
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Harding said the council was composed of persons who do not
want to see "the world blowm up by a nuclear bomb,™ He said he had
taken money for his campaign from soms "doctors and seientists” who
belong to the cuuncil.az

Both sides began to get more emotional about the campaipn fund
secusations, Hansen said, in another encounter,

Harding's wote for the U.B, wheal deal with RFussia showed he
Eﬁi;ﬂg;?zzéﬁgiazzi gi?ﬁzi.gg Comrmunism. He has an unrealistie

Hayding countered by saying he "woeuld never impugzn any other
American by saying he was aiding Commmniesm, I have never aided
Communism," He said Hansen had bsen charging him with baing 2 "red
rubbsr stamp." Hansen corrected him, sayingz that he had charged
Harding with being a "red ink robber stamp™ on govermment spending
propcsals.34

Hansen declared thercafter that Harding was amxious to pin the
Birch Seoclety label on his opposition to divert attention from left-
wing extremist support going to his cnmpaign,BE and that Harding was
voting more fur their interests than those of Idaho, and demanded

he tell people why the group was supporiing him.Eﬁ'

®21p14.

E3Iﬂshu Doily Statesman (Beise), "Rep. Harding, George Hamsen
Clash Qver U.s. Policy loward Communism,® Octooer 15, 196& p. 3.
g,

EECaldwﬁll Nows~Tribuna, "Hansen Attaeks Demo Opponent,r
October 15, 1904, p. 1.

B6ryin Falls Tines=lNeus, "Harding Hit for Support by Ieftists,n
Ootober 15, 196%, p. 1. dote: #Post Election Statemant of 19640
campaign by Ralph Harding, filed with the elerk of the House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C.. lists more than 257 cul~of-state
conteibutors, with some being from Canada, India, and Enpland.
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Senator Millard Simpson (R~Wyoming) added fusl to the fire
when he spcke in Burley at a Republican rally, accusing the Council
for a Iivable World of seelking "totsl disarmament™ by "buylng off the
Congress." He said that because of their Madvise and consenl” power
which can eripple the United States through treaties, the Council
generally supported only senators, and that "an exception is being
made in the case of Ralph Harding.” He said Harding ranked second
in Washington as a spender, and that this, teo, was dangerous to
America .57 (See Appendix XI)

Hansen pccused the Council of being a "ban the bomb greup who
want a livable world with Commundsm," and pressed Harding for an
explanation of his affiliation,88

The executive director of the Council in Washington, D.C.,
denied charges that it advocated unilateral dlsarnament, but sald,

It advoeates ﬂisarnamag% on & quid pro quo basds with adequate
inspection safeguards.™’

This statement was sbsolutely unclear to Idahoans,90

Harding claimed that the whole thing was & Blreh-type susav,

B?Thiﬂngglls Timas-News, TWyonlng Aide Jabs at Harding, Damos,”
Oetober 16, 190K, pp. 1-2.

aagggha Daily Statesman (Boise), "Sum Giver to Harding Draws
Blast," Octobor 16, 1964, p. 3.

Eggyahu Evening Statesnan (Boise), "Unilateral Disarming Stand
Derded,” Ootobsr 17, 1064, p. 9.

$07aken from Action Prosran of the Council for a Iivable World,
w4 livable torld Fres From War," Washington, D.C.3 "Unmilateral
initiatives in arns control and in partial disarmsment measures can
help to ereate a more favursble atmosphere for fruitful disarmement
negotiations--as, for exanple, if the United States were to adopt a
strategic policy of using its rmuelear weaporns only for retaliation
in kind, or if we were to dismantle wulnerable missle bases in
Europe."
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and "a tactical maneuver by ths John Birch Soclety in their efforis
to defeat me, ot

Hansen retorted that Harding "had been caught at his own finger
pointing gams,ﬁg? and said that Parding's claims as to the value of
his growing seniority were of no value, because the Councll was only
backing Harding on the grounds that he run for the U.S. Senate in
the next eleciion against Republican Senator Jordan, who had voted
against the Kuclear Test Ban Treaty (See Appendix ¥I).

Harding said, howsver, his senioriiy in Congress would guarantee
continuance of public works in the Second District.93

The general feeling of a mud-bath on both sides was expressed

by observers and newsmen.

BPA ard Burns Creck Danm

In 1963, Secrstary of the Interior Stewart Udull declared
southern Idaho to be part of the marketing areas of the (Northwest)
Bonneville Power Administration (BPh}.gh This meant that electric
power, produced at government-ouned dams and installaticns, was to
be made available to consumers ard customers in the Szcond Distriet.
It would thus introduce an elemsnt of loweccst eleetric powar from
a non=profit-szeling governmont agency in direet compstition with the
rates of profii-sesking private power companies., FHowever, to the

consternation of many invelved Idahoans, the final feasibllily report

91§§aho Daily Statessan (Boise), *Hansen, Harding Spar Over
Campalzn Funds,® Cciober 17, 1964, p. 3.

22ms Post-Raglster(Tdaho Falls), "GOP Hopoful Accused of False

Statemenis, Octobsr 18, 1964, p. B,

QBRTRU Advertiser, YHarding Says BFA Would Be Asset in Southern
Idaho,” October 22, 196%, p. 1.

- Piinideka County News (Rupert), ®Political Proporty,” August 31,
19 [} p,ln 2--
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by which the Sscrotary had decided to include southern Idaho in the
BPA marketing aresz was never made publiec, He sald that "revised data"
was used to justify the economic feasibility of bringing BPA's public-
power intc the southern area to serve eleztrle power needs 22

The Barneville Fower Administration (BPA) was originally created
in 1937 in the Dapartment of Interior as a marketing agency for
eloctric power produced at Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River,
Tensions were high in the 1964 campaign because BPA had approached
public cocperatives, municipal power systems and particularly
Mousanto Chemiezl Company, an electrically~furnaced phosphate processor
in Sods Springs, with an offer of extremely low-cost eloetric power
econtingent on congressional approval of a $73 millien transmission
line into tha araa.gs

Tdaho Powsr Company, Ulah Power and Licht Company ard ths J. R.
Simplot Cowmpany with its chemical«processing plant elaimed that sueh
preferential treatment on power rates would be discriminatory and
throaten their contimued business existence by disrupting the present
compatitive market, 97

The eventnal rasult was that construction of the transmlssion
line was rejectod by Congress, BFA and Idaho Power were directed to

negotiate a power-whesling agreement for servicing nearly tweniy

95138k0 Dadly Statespan (Boise), John Corlett, "Politically
Spaaking,” May 23. 1905, p. 3.

9€1aaho Serday Statesman (Bolss), Editorial, October U, 1964,

pe A

g?ﬂarth Side Fsws (Jerome), "Harding Hits Hansen at Demooratic
Rally,® Oatobor ; ?2 2, ook, pp. 1, 8; Power County Pross (American Wallu}.
®"Doros Kick Compa ign Gpﬂn with Banquet Friday," Septembsr 3, 1964, p.
Idaho Daily Statesman (Boise), John Corlett, "Politically Speaking,"
G"Eﬂbar 8, 1964, p. 3A; Blackfoob News, "Throw Out B.P.A.," October 9,
19 Ps 1
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preferential customers, such as publle cooperatives and municipal
power systems, and Monsanto entered into a contract with Utah Power
and light to provide kilowatt power for its electrie furnaces,
However, this end result was preceeded by much vituparation on both
sides, ga

On Seplember 9, Hansen said that BPA, though much talked abeut
&5 an issue in the campaign, wouldn't have much effect on the race.
He said there were psople with definite opinions on both sides, and
many who were coenfused by it,

Hansen opposed the construstlon of & proposed transmlssion line
to carry Bonneville electrlielty from the Columbiz Hlver system into
southern Idaho., In this regard,

Hznsen sald he has no quarrlwlth ths BPA mariceting power in
southarn Tdaho from Bureau of Reclamatlon dams to cooperatives
and rmanieipalities, but doesa't believe 1t should "go into conmpe-
tition with the private companiss with subsidized powsr for
indusiry.n

He maintains that more jobs wenld bs lost Af ths wal process
phosphata producer in Pocatzllo was forced by competition to cut
back than il electrical furnace methed companies expand.gg

Hansen warmed to the atback on fedsiral controls, using the ZPA
and the Ssopretary of the Interior as ono example, "One Man's signaturs
extendad the BPA secross thras states," he declared, and warned that

the closest representatives of the people wore the congressmen and

senators, but that congraess was giving away her puwers.lﬂﬂ

981hid, Sea also Idaho Dailv Stategman (Bsiss), John Corleti,
"Politically Spsaking,” Cetober 8, 1564, p. 3A: Blackfoot News, "Throuw
Out BFA® QOciobar 9, 1964, p. 1.

99The Post-Repister (Idaho Falls), Ken Robison, "Hansen Starts
Aetive Campaign for House," September 9, 1964, p. 1L.

1005 celepoot Nows, "EBPA, Reapportionment, Mediearsz, R. Harding
ara Targest of Hensen," Septembar 18, 1664, p. 1.
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Harding listed the Bonneville Fower Administration lines inte
Idaho as a great thing for the state and said that it had been ealled
"Socialism"™ to bring BPA power into Jdaho, but it was okeh to take it
into California., BPA would help build Idaho, he maintaired, and
there were companles who want to come to Idaho, expard in Idahs, if
lower power rates wore avallable.
1 am not oppesed to Idaho Power Company, I am pro=-Idaho, Ve
have in Southern Idaho the greatest depesits of phosphate in
America. We want companies to coms in and develop it, It would
mean thousands of jobs. But the companies say they cannot operate
successfully on the power rates charged by Idaho Fower and Utah
Power Company. BPA will help build Idaho and there are cempanies
who want to come_to Idaho, expand in Idahe, if lower power rates
ere available,l¢
Disputing Hansen, Harding sald BPA had been extanded inte
southern Idaho at the reguest of three mempers of the Idaho Cengressional
delegation. He contended that development of Idaho's phosphata
industry was "tled in wlth BPA"™ and $zid that with BPA power, ldaho
phosphats products could bs made compelitive with thoss from tho East.
Harding said his opponent Thas mada it elear that hes would go
back and join with Congressmen from Tennssses, Florida and North
Carolina to keep BPA out of Jdaho," Harding said he would eontinuc
to fight for BPA and Purns Cresk Dam "Whether the puwsr companies
lile it or nat,“lﬂz helding that it was in the "bast interests eof

Idaho ard the Idaho Power Company."i03

100proston Citizen, "Foliticos Open 1954 Canmpaign," September 3,
1954, ppe 1; %e

102v4.ns State Journal (Posatello), Iee Ester, “Hardirg, Hansen
Split in Meet cn Mepdieare, Other Issues,™ September 11, 1964, pp. 1l-2.

1031 owiston Forming Tribune, "Harding Will Press for BPA Line
to South,? Ssptember 11, 1964, p. 1.
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The most active and voecal R.E.A. power organization in the
Distriet was in Minidoka County, which went all out for BPA to enter
southern Jdaho in 1964, Candidates for the state lsgislature advecated
it.lﬂh The R.E.A, unit itself got a litile carried away with Harding's
espousal of BPA, and enclosed his campaign literature in their billing
anruiopas.lns Soma adverse eritielsm resulted, but Harding carried
the county, although by & smaller margin than in 1962: 2,689 to
2,190 in 1962 and 2,906 to 2,829 in 196,19

A sida aspeel on BPA was the vocal activity of Grant Kilbourns,
the General Mansger of J,R, Simplot Phosphata Plant in Pocatello, who
addressed several service clubs in different towns warning ageinst

the extension of BPA into southern Idaho, According to news reports,
Kibourne spoke at the following places during the campaign:

Gooding Oet, 1 Twin Falls Oet, 1t
Mountain Home Oet, 6 Preston Oct, 15
Blackfoot Oct. 9 Aimeriean Falls Oet. 15

His madn point was that unfalr advantage wus being piven to
some firms over others in producing phosphate. He sald BFA was offering
the e¢lectrically-operated phesphate companies in southern Idaho,
whose rater were presently compatitive with tha "wel" or chemical-
processing phosphate plants, a lower tax-subsidized cost for power
which would enable the elecirically-cperated plants to unfairly compote

with lowsr prices. BEPA offered electric power at 2.2 mills, when ths

104y nidokn County Hews (fnpert), "Avnstein Begins Campaign,®
August 31, 1967%, [ I

105 terviow with Richard Hendriecks, August 12, 1966, Meny
letters of complaint, protesting the malling of Harding®s campaign
1iterature to REA customers, were veceived at Hansen's campmign uffiau.
Ll EIdahn. Abstract of Votes Cast at the General Eleetion Hovembar 3,
1964 ard Abstract of Votes Cast as the General EleciLion on Novembarp b,
1962,
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private power compunies had to pay more than that in taxes alone, and
such an unfair tax-subsidized competition would thus also injure the
private power companies who would lose business, Hs also critiecized
the $132 million transmission line proposed by EPA to come to scuthern
Idzho from Bornmeville Dam in Washington as being an incredlble expense
which could never bs paid back, because the cost of wheeling the power
alone was 2 mills, and this was the appreximate selling pricss,107

When Simplot ceunealled its expansion plans because of tha BPA
threat, Harding became so upset that he challenged RKilbourne to a
debate, which did not materialize because of times, even though Kilbourne
agreed to the devate. 198 Eilbourne distributed a letter to each
Poeatello employee of Simplot's urging them to defeat Harding on
November 3. (See Appendix VI),

In referring to Harding's pasi record of BPA and Burns Creel
Dam, Hansen sald early in the campaign thaf Burns Creek mis dormant
at this time and rot an issue except to demonstirats the irresponsibla
promises used to gain offiee and the complete inablility ito back them up."lﬁg

However, Burns Cresk did come back into the news, as Inverior
Secratary Udall ennpunced that if ever approved by the Congress, the
Burns Creek damcsite below Palisades Daw would bz ronamed ths Iynn
Crandall Dam in honor of the former Bnake River watermasier, and

that foasibility studies indicate a large dam than originally planned

lg?THin Falls Times=Nows,” Exchahee Club Hears Simplot Adde
Tell 'BPA Threat o Southern Jdaho,'" October 14, 196%, p. 1.

lﬂaid;hu States Journal (Pocatelle), "Harding Challenges Kilbournas
to BPA Debats, ™ Uctobor 0. 1964, pe l.

10919aho State Journal, "Hansen Rips into Harding in Iabor
Day Campalizn Blast,"” September 6, 1964, p. 2.
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might be possible, impounding 1,400,000 sere-feot of water dnstead
of 234,000 aera-fﬁﬂt.llﬂ
In a statement about the now revived Burns Creek prospects,
Harding said he anticlpated its passage in 1?65111 and stressed that,
The original Burns Creek project was a good one, and the expanded
project is even better. But we musi have united and energetie
support of everyona to forward it.

However, it was pointed out by the Idaho Daily Statesman that,

followinz the serdes of rajections by the House, it was Senztor Len
Jordan to whom credit was due, sirce il was he who hud launched his
own study to make the Burns Creek development more acceptable, It
vas praised as a caleulated effort to remove Burms Creek as a poliviecal
issue, and place it back on its morits 113
Throughout the campaign, however, Harding took occasion to

eriticize Senater Len Jordan for his proposal to divert water from
tha mouth of the Colurmbia River to the Southwest.

I am amazed thot an Idaho Senater should suddenly be the

champion of taling water eriginating in Idohe and other

Northwestorn states awey from potential users in our arsas.ll”

Farm Issuvos

s pointed out in an earlier chapter, the basie dialogue on the

Ilﬂiﬁghu Evening Statesman (Boise), "Iarger Pond Asked for Dam
in East Idoho," September 9, 1904, p. 1.

m‘llgs_ﬁraf:mljgir_s (Salt lake City), "Harding Optomistic on Furns
Project," Septanver 16, 1964, , b. 5.

llEThe PosteRapister (Idaho Falls), "Support Urged for Area

Dam® Septembar 10, 196%, p. 4.

U33daho Daily Stateswan (Boise), Dditorial, "Shaving tho
Praise," September 10, 1506%, p. 4.

lll"'ﬂalt Lake Tribune, "Gem Solon Opposes Water Transfer,”
September 19, 1964%, p., B=l.
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farm issue during the campaign was generally this: (1) Harding claimed
hls position on the House Agriculture Committee placed him in a position
to help Second District farmers; (2) Hansen replied that Harding was
ineffective andfor misrepresenting the farmars by his work on the committes
and in Congress; (3) Harding replied that he had accomplished such and
such for wheat, sugar beet, bean, cattle, ete., growers; (4) Hansen
asserted that Harding's aceomplishments were foreign to the farmers!
needs and deszires; and (5) there was a contimuinz rumble of diseatise
factlion among farmers.
Farmer dissatisfaction found frequent expreésslon in letters

to the editors of newspapers in the District, One example was this
*Open Iatter to Mr, Havding:"

In this eluction year, it was good of Mr. Harding to coms home to

tell us gbout the many benefitc that Idaho reapsd from the 88th

Congress, Me. Harding tells us that tha import on besf went Lrom

18 million pourds in 1956 to 517 millions in 1963 for just Australis,

T wonder who our congressman represents, the Idaho farmer or the

ranchers fron down under. Only en idiot conld fail tc see the

plight of the beef greower in Idaho.

If Mr. Harding 1s such a buddy of the President as we have bsen

led to belleve, why couldn'it he have got this quota lowared in

the four yoars he has beon in Congrass, After all, the Demoerats

have been in conirol for a good many years....1l5

In tho face of this, Hardinz was endeavoring to ssll his past

efforts on behalf of the farms to District farmers. MNe pointed out the
work that he had cdone in the House of Ropresentatives for the livestook
Industry, denlaring that e,

Was ong of the sponsors of the "Wool Act™ and also the "Meat

Import Quota Bill® and he pledged his continued support of

legislation that was in the best_Intorests of the livestock and
agricultural interest of Idaho,ll

15¢imserdy Advertissr, "Open Letter to Mr. Rarding," October 22,
195:}" Pn EI

Vbyvieat Iake Citizen(Roberts), ®Church, Harding Visit Dubods,®
Cetober 22, 198%, p. 1.
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While Senator Church (dwIdaho) was calling for Harding's re-
election so thay could work together as a team in Cengress, Senator
Jordan (R=Idahbo, and a past pepular governor of Idaho) endorsed Hansen
while attacking the administraticen's poliey on foreign affairs, defieilt
spending, and fumbling the farm program, These were the same points
of smphasis as Hensen's. Senator Jordan said,

Farm parity prices are at 74 per cent, the lowest in 25 years,

and sald the coumodities in which the government has interfered

are the commedities in distress.

Bacause world-wide consumption of wheat exactly equalled production
in 1963<=8,7 billion bushels-=the senator predicled a time scon
when there will be no surplus, "But in the meantime, we must have
a botter program® He sald that when wheat prices this year started
rising the fedarzl goverrmment dunped wheat on the international
market and depressed prices overnight,

PElect a now ednintstration (and Hansen),” he continued, "ard you
can be surz of ons thing, It will sit down with the farmsra

and talk to them about thelr farm problems.” %The only control
the paople have," he sald, "is in Congress--and that control

is being wlittled away,7"11l7

The State Demooratic Fariy Chaivman stated on August 27, early
in the campaign, that President Lyndon Jehnson faced the task of
establishing in the mirds of Idaho voters, "that he has an interest in--
and a knowledge efe«farm problems and reclamation. 118

Hansen's strong campaisn epriticlsm of Adwinistratienfarm procrems
and 1ts approach to farm problems stermed from his conservatism
philosophy of resistance to pgrowing government control over every
sphere of American life. Among the farm population he fourd willing
listeners: In a speech to a group of over 60 people in the small towa

of Wendell, Hanson declared,

11?29}_;95_ County Press (American Falls), "End Trend to Centralized
Governmant--Sonator Jordan,” October 22, 1954, p. 1.

ua'l’win Falls Tlmes-Mews (Twin Falls), "Waller Says JTdaho
Republicans Fight Among Selves, Sees Demooratic Win," August 28, 1964,
pe 1.
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The most important reason for (my) being a candidats for Congross

is the urgent nsed for honesty, integrity and common sense in
Govermnent. Govermment should be a means of creating an environment
in which man ecan grow...man has a mind and a spirit as well as a
stomach,

I cannot esk,..my friends in Idaho to barter away one after anether
of their lliberties in exchange for what the politielans are wont

to call "security.* Yet, we now find curselves being redveced by

2 philosophy that is gradually hacking away at our individual
froedoms. The practiticners of this philosophy long ago lost
faith in the people arnd in the people's wisdom,...and have appointed
themselvos to determine and plan what the people need and what they
mist have.

They began by alding the farmer and now he can no longer raise
what he pleases, Indeed, hs must even support a Lepartment of
Agriculture that sends planss over hiz properiy to see what he
plants, They bagan by aiding the laborer and now (hs) finds
himself baing spoken for...by a self-perpotuating clique of labor
politieians.,.They began by aiding businaseman avd now (he) must
proastitute himself for business contracts,...Thoy began by alding
the aged and now the retiree finds himself penalized if he earns
enough to buy himself a good cigar. Thay began by aiding the
restive downtrodden and now the stroets of our citles have become
veritabla jungles,

The issues in this election are basieczlly the choice betwsen governmont
glveaway and govermmeni ecentrol wersus individeal freedom. In
eontrast to my opponent I feel it is lims to begin a definite step
by step prozram to assure our natilonal security and give us
back our voice in government and control of our pay check, our
lives and our future,dd
Harding anncuncoed in March that the Department of Agriculture
had allotted 8,140 additional quota acres of sugar boets to sugar best
producers for the Utah-Idaho Sugar Company at their Idaho Falls plant,
This acreage was sprex among Bonnevills, Jefferscon, Madison, Fremont,
and Binghanm Counties,-20
In Barley, on Septembsr 18, Harding told Magie Valley sugar best

farmers that the apparent abandonment of a sugar factory in Maine

llg‘r]’cnt!all Trrigationist, "Harsen Speaker at GOP Luncheon,v
Cetober 22, 1964, p, 1.

1zﬂggnmlettg'xg_, #Conzressman Harding Reporis fronm Washington,®
April 2, 196%,
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provided a good oppeortunity for additional acreage for the Amalgamated
Sugar Company plant in Hupart.121 Howaver, no quota addiilen for the
Magle Valley area was securcd. A cutback by the Admindstration was

also made in the increased beel acreage allotment previously gained
through the elemination of Castro's Cuban sugar cans supply.lzz

In addition, shortly befeore the election, the Amalgamated Sugar Company
executives sent lettors to approximately 5,000 Magle Valley sugar beet
growers pressing Lhem te vote for Harding to protest thelr remaining
sugar beet acreag&s.123 Hansen and Senator Jordan had time to rebut the
letter, and a case of foutside intsrference” from the Utah-based company
was alsc emphasiwed, (Harding lost evary county in the Magic Valloy,
except Minidoka,)

Angther item of confusion about Harding's stand on farm programs
seemed to be his duzlity on Communism. He gave firm advocation of the
Focd for Poace progren in February, 196%,

As ore of the most popular programs that the U.S. Government hss
undertaken to ald underdeveloped nations, Not only has this progran
cdemonstrated that food is an effectiva weapon in tho cold war in
helping uncommitied and uncertain people turn toward free institu-
tions, but it has been an econonmic boon to the Ameriecan farmsr in
aiding binm to adjust to a diffieult peried of abundanse,l2¥

Shortly thereafter, Harding wss assailéd by the Republiean
Congrossional Commitise, ard the theme was picked up by Hansen later

in the campaipgn, for his 187-185 vots to ccutirue the sale of U.S.

1215.7% Take Tribura, "Gem Solon Opposes Vater Transfer,"
Saptember 19, 196H, ©p. 1-2.

122.1_@_3110 State Journtl (Pocatello), "Return Prospority to Idake,”
November 1, 1964, p. 6.

1231'1}_13_ Internicuntain (Pocatells), Perry Swisher, "How Could
He loss®, lovember b5, 1904, Ppe A=2.

12%74.00 Duily Statesman (Boiss), "Food Export Called Teol in
Cold War,® February 27, 1504, Es U
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wheat to Russla with an export subsidy:
While the Johnson Administratdion asks Congress for an additional
$125 million to prosecute the war against the Communists in Viet
Nam, it also calls on U.S. taxpayers to dig into their pockets to
subsidize millions of dollars worth of wheat for the Soviet TUnion,
By this wole, Rep. Harding provided the margin the Administration
needed to contimue selling U.S. taxpayer-subsidizsd wheat to the
Soviel Union. He veoted, in effect, tc help subsidize Communisia, 423
The Jdaho Sszcond Distrlet fermer was vehemently against Communism,
and this touched a vital nerve, although larding held that tha sale
to Bussiz showed the supremecy of the Amerdean farmer in productlon,
During the campaign, Harding returned several times to Congress,
and issued numercus press releases concerning pending legislation on
potato controls, sugar beet guotas, end othar farm topies. He endeavored
to convines formers that his blg area of disagreement with the Adminis-
tration was with government farm prograus. This amounted o a difficull
Job, bacause of the rating scales on "eorrset veling on key issues of
Congress made public by ssveral major national eorganlizations, which
were in turn mads available by the Idahe Farm Bursau and District

newspapars. "Correct vollng™ perceniage ratingzs for the B7th Congress

(19611962} for Earding were as follows ;12

Mericans for Constilutlonal Aetlon o o & o« 0%
American Farm Buresu Tederatlon o v o & & 270
Hﬂtiﬂml Fam-".‘-I‘S Unl@h ® & ® @ ® & ® ®B ® N 1‘:'3-0
¥huericans for Domoevatic Actlon ¢ i v v o & 87.0
AFi~CI0, Commititss on Folltical Ddueation(COFE) 91.0

Rating iz for lst Session of 83th Congress,

Oa November 10, the State Demoeratie Party Chalrman attributed

125%daho Dadly Statesman (Beise), "GOP Solens Say Harding Holps
Reds," May 30, 1964, p. 3.

125U.E. Chamber of Commerce, Publice Affairs Departmant, "They
Grado the Congress,” Politieal Report (Washingten, D.C., January,
1964),
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the defeat of Harding "tov some extent to a farmer revolt, It was a

trend, and we just didn't gst it siopped." 27

Iiberal-Conservative Issues

Hansen scored Harding for his general support of the extrems
liberal program, and declared,

The incumbant congressman has dons everything he can to ramivg
government from our people and centralize it in Washington. 2

We have in the U.5. today government by one man--not government
by the peopls as it should be,l29

We've had too much government by the experts and not enough
government by the people,i30

Bansen said ropeatedly he favored local action of local problems
and Harding said he also thought problsms "should be solved as closs
to the people as possible. But if they can't be solved by the state
and local governments, I think we have a right and respensibllity io
go to Washingten and seck the best solution, "3l For example, Harding
sald that he favored federal aid to educatlon tecause he wus convinced
the state and loecal units of government wers "net able to meet the

needs of education,"i3?

1a?§dahn State Journal (Pocatello), "Walker Sses Defeat for GOP
in 1968, November 10, 1904, p. 5.

12814 11001n County Journal (Shoshons), "Hansen Attacks Democrat
Incumbent for 'Ineffective Representation,'® September 3, 1964, bp..1l, 4.

129)orth Sida News (Jorome), "Hansen Flays Harding at County
GOP Gathering," Soptomber 3, 1954, p. 1.

1307114,

lraahe state Journal (Pocatelle), lee Ester, "Harding, Hansen
Split in Maet on liedicars, Uthar Issues,® September 11, 1964, pp. 1-2,

1327400 Datly Statesman (Boise), "lions Hear Harding Give Talk,®
Seplember 10, 190%, pe L.
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Hansen expressed consern over,
An ever inereasing pumber of liberals serving in government who
have little or no falth in the people. They have repudiated the
Constitution of the United States. They are leading our nation to
a socialistic dictatorship. These liberals have rammed through
Congress unconstitutional, impractical, unworkable, and oppressive
legislation which iuvades inalienable, personal and property
rights of the individual,l33
Hansen sounded the call for libarty from federal interference,
and to restore power to the loeal units of gavarnmant.lB“ He quoted
Ben Franklin, who said when our types of government was first formed,
"You have a republic if you can keep it." Hansen said, "The preblem
of returning governsmtn to the people is not just a trite phrase, it
is serious business. We want government by the people, even if they
make a few mistakﬂs."ljﬁ
Debt-=.In September, Hansen said, "We {'eel we have strong issues,
It is centered on monsy. It is the problem of public debt,“ljﬁ He
labeled Farding "public spender number one” hecause of his support
for exeessive national axpmndituras,lj?
Initially, Fansen tied Harding's record closely to the inecreasinzly
heavy national debt, more interest paysents arnd ¢ widening eircle of
government programs and controls. HNe accused Harding of helping bring

upon us and futuro generations,

133“Hbusa Biographies: Gecrge Hansen,® Conzrestional Cuarterly,
December 11, 1984, pp. 2803-2804,

13“Elackfaot News, "BPA, Reappertiomment, Medicare, R. Harding
Are Targets of Hansen,” September 18, 1954, p. 1.

1351ﬂahn State Journal (Poeatslle), PHansen Attacks High Court

-

on Reapportionment Decision," Septermber 18, 1964, p. 1.

1363§p Post~Beristor (Idaho Falls), "lfiller's Appearance Draws
Cheering Crowd," September 23, 1964, p. 1.

137 Tdak0 State Jeurtnl (Pocatello), "Polls Don't Show Barry's
Strength,” September 23, 1904, pp. 1-2.
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$30 billion of new debt in four years, for a total debt of
approximately $320 billions,,.by supporting costly political
boondoggles. This represents $1,900 for each man, woman, and
child in the U.S5., or a hiidgn mortgage on every average family
of five persons of $9,500. 3

Hansen said the solution was to cul federal spending by at least
$5 billion, end the contimiing series of unbalanced budgets and start
paying off the $300 bjllion national debt,l3?

Hansen described the B8th Congress as a "legislature without a
conseience," controlled by a liberal majority that has altersated between
filibustering for days and passing costly amendments in minutes,

The 88th Congress has exhibited a blind mare appreach to legislation,
letting the Administration tell it what to do and our present
congressman has been an active participant, a rubber stamp for the
red ink pad,w140

Hansen branded Harding as a "super spender," saying he was one
of 1B6 liberals who voted at least 80 per cent of the time for far-
out spending and that "It is time for the taxpayers to make these raideis
of the public purse the last of the biz time spenders,niil

Hansen said Harding wes "leagued with the 'foolish spenders'":

The last four years, Congrassman Harding has voted to spand £30
billion with the rest of the spenders in Washington. This represents
$70 million to Idaho taxpayers, Now, Congressman Harding has been
extolling the merits of the $52 million lower Teton project, which

is a pocd project, but will hardly make up for tha $70 willion
the way he is voting 142

3Sh9ndﬁ11 Trrirationist, "Hansen Criticizes Oppornent fer Vote on
Self Pay Baise," September 3, 190& Be da

lngha Post-Rogister (Idaho Falls), "Harding Draws Sperding
Fire," September 1d, 1564, p. 1.

14G1dahn Fvenins Statesman (Boise), FCandidates in Congress Hace
Speak, © Eﬂptﬂrﬁbﬂ“ 21, 1'3511'-, Pa $s

Wliaoho aily Statesman {Enisu), #Hansen Flays Fund Voting by
Harding,” Septembor 22, 1964, p. 1.
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Harding struck out at Republican assertions thst Democrats
represent reclkless spending polieles and [isecal irresponsibilily. He
gaid he was "iired of hearing that we bolong to the party of spenders,
that we are the party of bureaucracy.” He said the largest peace-time
deficit cn record was incurred in 1959 under the Hepubliean Administratien,
Fmorse than 12 billion dollars.® He said Fresident Johnson had reduced
the budget deficit $3,600,000,000 from original estimates and, "I
can report to you that I personally have voted in the Congress to
eut 32 billion dollars from appropriations bills reported to the House
during the last four yesrs.niHd

Foraien Poliey--.0n foraign aid, Hansen clted Harding's racord

of support for a bill to give wheat to Communist nations and jet
planes to Yugoslavia, and sald "We can't stand these give.awnys from
the standpoini of boing able to afford them, or from the securlty
standpoint."lu& Hansen statad in his campaipn talks that,
Government foreiga poliey currently appears te be evolving around
the "misguided® oplnion that there is a differemce beltwsen Russian
Corvmunism and Rad Chinese Communism. I would Jike to romind you
that the Commmunists balieve they will bury us. The Red Chiness
want to do it right now, and the Soviets want to do it through
internal subversion. It still adds up to the same thing., I
am completely opoosed toc exterding long term plans to the enamy.145
In charging that government was becoming too centralized and
was not responsive Lo the pecple and thelr wishes, BEansen tled Harding

in with the Fmisguided” goveriment spproach to the threat of Communism,

W3g414 Take Tribuns, "Gem Solon Opposes Water Transfer,"
September 18, 1004, pa Bel.

1ﬂ”1ircoln County Journal{Shoshone), "Hansen Attacks Democrat
Incumbent for 'Ineifective Representation,'® September 3, 1964, pp. 1, k.

1h5ﬂnrth Side News (Jercone), "Hansen Flays Harding at County
GOP Gathering,”® Saptember 3, 1964, p. 1.
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Ho said it wss wrong for the United States to ald the Communists-=by
sending nuclear reactors to Rumania, jet planas to Tugoslavia and what
to Mnssia--while we are opposing them, espocially in Viet Nam, In
explaining the subsidized wheat sale vote of 187-186 Hansen said, "and
what's more, the Russians got that wheat for $18.5 million less than
Americans would have to pay for 1t.“1“5 He said this means that,
"Harding voted for administration bills for miilions teo contain
Communism and also for bills to spend millions to give the Communist's
economic aid."lh? Hansen concluded that,
The kiggest problem with our foreign poliey today is that our
friends don't know which side wa'r¢ on, This nation can never
expact to buy peace with foreipgn aid. Our governuent should
encourage investment by U. S. private enterprise. FPlacing our
country's industries in & more favorable internalicnal position
will not onily help the world's economy but our own as well 148
Hansen was criticized by one analyst as having wen the Republican
Primary nomfination with a conservative campaign professing concern over

Communism at howe and abroad.lﬁg

Civil RightS==.In the climate of extremism that pervadsd much

of the 1964 campaign betwsen Johnson and Goldwater and that touched
Harding and Hansen, much of the Second Disirict was confused, Civil
rights and Negro riots and demonstrations wore much discussed, even

though Idaho had less than 1,500 Hegruas.15ﬂ Hardineg experienced some

1héIﬁahﬂ State Journal (Foeatsllo), Iee Ester, "Harding, Hansen
Split in Mset on Mediecare, Other Issues,"September 11, 1964, pp. 1=2.

147 B1a0kf00t Naws, Georald Wujeik, "Must Overcoms JFK Emotion,
Jordan Tells Republicani® September 14, 1964, p. 1.

UeByorth Side Yews (Jeroms), "Hardinz Public Spender No. 1,
Hansen Tells Jorome Audience," Octobsr 1, 1964, pp. 1, 8.

9146 Taaho Observer (Boise), "This Expert Needs Another Courss,”
September 17, LUSH, p. L.

159Tha 15th Dacennial. Consus, p. 38.
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difficulty explaining his "yea" vote on the Civil Right Bill to Idahoans
who felt that property r»ights were part of the "certoin inalienable
rights" each man enjoyed:
There is no more misurnderstood plece of legislation than the
recently adopted Civil Rights Bill, All it will do is glve every
hmerican (1) the right to vote, (2) the right to an education in
publie schools and (3) the right to use public accomodations,
I will be the first to admit that there is a conflict betw=an
property rights and human rights. If you feel property rights
are pore imporiant, you would probably feel the bill is unconstitutional.
We in the Democratic Earty felt that human rdights were more important
than property rights.1i51
Hansen indicated that the bill was so constructed as to bestow
special privileges rather than equality and felt it should be rewriilten.
Medicare--.The early dsbates spot-lichted issues 1like the proposed
Medicare, with Harding favoring the Social-Security financed approach
as an insurance-type plan, and Hansen, as a prior insurancs agent, holding
it was not Aipsurance and favoring the Kerr-MMills mediczl program.
Hansen said, regarding ihe Social-Security appreech, "You and T
pay today and sousons else benafits, so it's a fax imposed on all
working men and it's insuring a welfare state of things and in nmy
opinion it's a good chunk of socialism, w152
After encountering stiff opposition from the Jdaho Medical
Assoeiation, Harding later siressed that he wus Munalterably opposed"
to sociolized medicine or any program that would interfere with the right
of a person to choose his own doator. 193

Regarding the medicare bill ihen pending in the house, Hansen

151Pawer Connty Press (American Falls), "Demos Kick Campaign Open
with Banguet Friday," September 3, 196%, p. 1.

1520 0ue Ditlens Press, "Harding and Opponent Divided on Major
Issues,” Seplember 9, 195%, p. 1.

153523t lake Tribune, "Pep, Harding Tells Heéd of Modiears,®
Soptember 11, 1964, p. B.l,




115

contended that there were very few people who could not then get

medical ears presently and said, *I wanbt a pood strong Social Security
system, but medicave would bankrupt it."5* He claimed that the proposed
medicare bill would not do the job it was intended to do, and that

it would cost $1,1 billion in the first year, as ccmpared with $202
million under the Xervy-Mills bill, In addition, everyono was not
covered under the Special Security syatem.lﬁ He deseribed the proposed
medical ecare plan as a "eruel and expensive hoax on the people of the

United States,nt?®

Campaipn Developmont and Orzanizations

Harding--.In the 1964 campaign, Harding consolidated his approach
to Idaho voitors, and said hs would run on his record ard the Pvaluable
seniority™ he was building up.lﬁ? In declaring his intention of running
on his record, he listed many of the acecomplishments of his four years
in Congress:

Wheat Program (1961)

Social Security Iuprovements (Junz 3, 1961)

Rural Housing (June 30, 1951)

Food for Pecee (August 8, 1951)

Wool Act (August 8, 1961)

Idaho Basque Immigration Act (October 4, 1261)

Helped porsuade President kemnedy to authorize low=cost
Bonnoville Pewer for Southern Idahe (19562)

fgriculture Azt (1962)

Manpower Training Act (Fareh 15, 1962)

Peace Corps (April 22, 1962)

15 ’@:_13@ State Journal (Pocatello), ILeo Ester, “Hm'cjing. Hansen
Split in Meel on ledicare, Ucher Issues," September 11, 1564, pp. l-2.

15534,

156 0408 -Nows (Twin Falls), "Campaign Topios," Seplember 14, 1964,

157
Idaho State Journal (Pocztello), "Harding Vews Not to Avoid
Controversy in Eleetion Eid," April 23, 1964, p. 16.
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Sugar Act (July 13, 1962)

Interstate and Daefense Higzhways (October 23, 1962)

Equal Pay for Women (June 10, 1953)

National Defense Fducation Act (December 18, 1963)

Civil Rights Act (February 10, 1964)

Iibrary Services Act (February 11, 1964)

Tax Reduction Act (February 25, 1964)

Mthorization and Appropriatien for ths Ririe Project, $7-millien,
first water project in Tdaho since 1948 (August 14, 1964)

Authorization for Teton-Fremont (Lower Teton) Frojeet, $52-million,
which would provide fleod control, 22,000 kilowatts of power,
and irrigation for 150,000 zcres (hugust 17, 1964)

Baef, Motten Import Quota Act, to limit heavy livestock imports
from foreign nations (August 18, 1954)

$10-million in Fiscal 1954 for small reclamation and watershed
prajects to be built by the Army Corps of Enginears

New Mission, a fighter-reconnaissance wing, obtained for Mountain
Home Air Foree Base to replace phasing cut of B=47's

High level of activity mainteined at Hatlonal Reactor Testing
Station at Tdasho Falls,156

This was an imposing array of congressional legislatiom and
accomplishments and furnished Harding with 2 sironz basis to build
hls ecampaign on. One cidior said,

Balph Harding, the two-term inecumbent, is a hard-hitbine and
effective campsignar. Since his upset viciory over the velsran
Hamer Budge in 1950 he hzs continued to cousolidate his strenzth
in the traditicrally Republizan district, An excellent defense
can be made of his four-yesr record in Congress, and Harding can
bs relied upon to make it,159

However, by runaing on his record, instead of his asggressive
pattern of 1960 ard 1962, Harding found himself on the defensive most
of the time with other facots of his public torms in office with which
Hansen chose tn do battle.

Hardinz insisted during the press conference that he won't attack

Hansen, buf will ran "on ny record." There are many who have
felt that Hansen is enough of a threat to make il mandatory to

lsaﬂhkﬂn frow campaign literature of the Hardine for Congress
Comnittee, 1964, Iynn Broadhead, Chairman; See also The Star (Twin
Falls), Political Advertisement, October 29, 1984, IIL, No. 7, p. 63
ard I_}ﬂﬂ .

159%hs Tdaho Chserver (Boise), SHD, "Just Ons little Hurdle Left,"
hugust 13, 1954, p. 1.
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try chopping him down to size, but Harding says no. Whether he
can stick to that plan duringlg%a rough and tumble of the campaign
is another question, however.

On August 30, Harding unveiled plans for a strong grass rcots
camapign, with his campaign trailerhouse, promising a vigorous but
"economical” handshaking and backslapping tour of each of the twenty-
five counties in the Sscond District. The trailer was to be his campaign
headquarters durinz the day and quarters for the Harding family at night.

Harding agreed that hiz own chances would hinge on the Goldwater-
Johnson race, amd predicted Johnson would carry the state, He said the
Secend Distriet would be the pivet in Jdaho and that Goldwatsr would
have to carry the southern part of the state by more than 15,000 votes
to offset the traditlonally north Idaho Democratic wvote. Harding said,
"But T den't beldeve he will do 4t,"101 (Johnson won in Tdaho by 5,363
votos; Southern District gave Goldwater a 9,899 vote margin.)

Harding prouwoted so strongly for Johnson that he manzged to
prevail upon ths Prasident to make an previously unschsdnled stop in
Boise in his (Harding's) behalf.l52

Harding selected his campaipgn manager, Iynn Broadhead, from
Elackfoot and thoy selected "ecampaipgn co-crdinaters" in several areas
of the state, such as Mayor Fhil Gridley of Mountain Home for Western

Idaho and Kelly FPaarce in Barmock County.

16G;ﬁah¢_§§ata Jourral (Poeatelle), Bill Hall, %Political

Seratehpad,* August 12, 1964, p. k.

1ﬁlﬁlankinnt News, "Farding Predicts Johnson Will Carry State,
County," August 31, 196%, p. 1.

1EEHlaekfuot Wews; T"Harding Extolls Johnson Record," Oetober 13,
19'5“. FPe X
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Harding planned to work at charges that he was a rubber stamp
to the Johnson Administration, and he plarnmed to run a campaign aimed
largely at the farmers,

Worried about Republican charges that he was a liberal who went
along blindly with almost everything Johnson advocated, Harding pointedly
referred tc himaelf as a "moderate" on sevaral cccasions, and mentiened
that he often voted against Johnson, expecially on farm programs.
Congressman James Roosevelt (D-Calif) joined in attempting to refute GOP
charges that Harding wasn't representative of his district and that he was
more liberal than his district. Roosevelt told reporters in Pocatello
that Harding was a moderate, and that he wished Harding would vote
more liberal, "but he represents his district and I represent mine¢“163
Apditical columnist wrote, "If Hubert Humphrey is the Democratic vice=-
president candidate, he will probably steer clear of Idaho, Ralph Harding
is concerned abovt being painted too liberal,n16%

Harding pointed out that as a member of the party that controlled
the Administration and the Congress, he was able to accomplish much
more for Jdaho than any "freshman Republinen congressman™ could ever
hopa to nchiuvm.lﬁ5 Referring to the recenlly approved Lower Teton
project as not belng possible of approval through a Republican congressman
Harding said,

President Jdehnson, Chalrman Wayne Aspinall of the Interior

Committes and Speaker John MeCormick gave this bill the extra
special help and consideratlion it needed to be passed by the

163‘.[{1311:- State Journal (Pocatello), Bill Hall, "Political
Scratehpad,” August 12, 1954, p. 4.

lquha Idaho Cbserver (Boise), Dwight W. Jensen, "Idaho Usually
Picks the Winner," Kugust 27, 1964, p. 2.

1651516y Tines, "Rep. Harding Praised for Stock Import Quota
law," September 17, 191’1-4, Ps 1
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Houss because I was a Democrat who baliggad in the same things
that these great Americans believe in,t

The spesd-up was successful, If I had been a Republican, I
would not have been successful. That's because the Demccrats
work as an affegtiva team and are in control of the key positions
in guvernmant.l 7

Harding stressed that Demoeratie control wonld continue and dercgated
Hansen's bid for Congress, saying,

Nationwide polls show that the people faver President Johnson
by an overwhelming majority. Political analysis also note the
President's strength, Imagine the folly of sending a Republican
to Washington under these circumstances.l

Campalgning vigorously for Harding, Senator Church told Second
District campaign audiences that,

Iegislative teamwork in Washington is indispensible to effective
reprosontation for Jdaho. The first four years I spent in the Senate,
without Ralph Earding as teasmate in the House, were yezrs of
frustration and disappointment. Every measure for scguthern Idaho

for which I was able to secure Senate approval quickly died in ihe
House. It was only after Ralph Harding was elected toc Congress

that we were able, by working as a tean, to break the stalemate,

which has so long stunted the full development of our water resources...
as Lower Teton Dam, Ririe Dam,..This 15 just a start toward what

can be gecomplished with Harding's continued help in Hﬂshihgton.lﬁg

Harding froquently cited Hansen's inexperience and wrong party
affiliation as Hansan's grostest handicaps for filling the Job as
congressman. He held that, "without legislative experionco, the support
of the Presidsnt and conoressional lesders, seniorily and a good
committes assignment, my cpoonent would indeed be a helpless and confused

raprasantativa.ﬂl?n

166344,

167yopth Side Newa (Jorems), "Hardinz Hits Hansen at Demzecratic
Rally,® Ocicber 22, 1954, pp. 1, 8.

169,.. -
9E15nv Star, "Senator Church Stresses Teamwork in Rigby Speech,™
October 22, 1964, p. 1.

l?ﬂﬂﬂlt Lake Tribune, "Experience-That's Key, Harding Tells Vetors,®
Soptember 20, 1984, p. A-15.
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Hansen--,In contrast, Hansen's spproach to the campaign did not
involve transvortiing his family around to meet the voters, but rather
latting his wife make appearances in other areas than his schedule
took him. He folt he could cover many more voters in his Jindependent,
freelance style up and down the strzets, and in and out of businssses,
grocery stores and late evenlng activities such as rodeos, fairs, and
bowling allies, He believed strongly that he "beat Dick Smith and Keith
Schofield for the Second District nomination because of a stremuous
grass roots campaign...and...will use the same technique against Eﬁrding."l?l

One editor described Hansen's primary campaign as ons where
Hansen was,

Constantly moving over the District, endlessly meeting tha
individual voter, ceaselessly talking about the problems that
confront Idaho and the nation, hearing complaints, smiling and
shaking hands,

If 2 man has the strength and the endurance--and the courage-- to
puat his hopes of winning the eletion in a campaign along thesze
lines, it is a wery good sign that ha has faith in his convictions,
that he is willing and eager to let the individual woter Judge

his gualifiecations and that he is really trying to get the "feel"
of the people he wants to ropresent in the national capitel.l72

Reéaliring that he and Hardine had similsr campaipgn styles, Hansen
felt that the campalpn organization which he had built outside of the
regular parly organization in the primary election campaign would enabls
him to reach 2 brozder spectrum of Second District votors than could

be possible with enly the regular party structure, thus giving him

double strength:l?3

i?lFrastmn n Citdzen, Richard Chernock, "Political Echoes,®
August 13, 1565, p. 3.

172016 Tost-Register (Tdako Falls), Ren Robison, *Hansen Starts
Aetive Campaizn for House, " Ssptember 9, 1964, p. 1l.

173ppeston Citizen, Richard Charnock, "Political Echoes,"
August 13, 1964, p. 3.
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We're going to take it to the people. And now we have the pariy
behind us as well as the ouiside organination I bullt up in the
primary sc I'1l have double help. Harding dossn't have much to
sell but he sells it pretty well., We have a lot to sell and we
plan to sell it at least as well or better and that'll make the
difference,1?

Hansen bslisved that the nation's foreign policy was going to
be a key issue in the campaipgn, and he planned to hit the administration
hard, linking Farding to the policy of President Jeohnson,

Hansen alse kept his primary election campaipgn manager, Richard
Hendricks, who traveled extensively in orgenizing, training and main-
taining the campaign organization.l?

By September &, Hansen and Hendricks had covered most of the
twenty-five counties in the Distriet, selecting 2 "ecampeign co-ordinator”®
in each county and district leaders to supervise larger arnas.l?é The
county co-ordinators followed the basic precinet organization and lined
up a worker in each precinct who would carry Hansen's literature and
campaipgn into every home, and bo responsible for getting voters to the
polls on electiion day for Hansen, whether or not the party precinct
committeeman made his perscnal contacts, Correlation of the Hansen
organization with the county Qspublican organization was effected with
the co~-ordinater 177

Finance committees were organized in the larger populated arsas

1P preston Citizen, Richard Charnock, "Political Echoss,"
August 13, 1964, p, 3.

175130 Duily Stztesman (Poise), "Hansen Taps Hendricks as
Campaign Manager," Seplenber 8, 1964, p. 18,

J?EIﬂaha Evening Statesman (Boise), "Elackfoct Fair Draws House
Foes," Septembar B, 1954, p. L.

o6 177 Interview with Richard Hendricks, Povatello, Idaho, Auguszt 12,
1966,
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to solieit contributions for campaign funds. These were co-ordinated with
a state finance committee under Hendricks' 5uparvisinn.1?a
By early September, Hansen was averaging thrse gpeaking
sppearances a day in the Distriet, and said he planned to "continus
the fast pace of his campaign through November 3.0179 (See Appendix VIII)
On September 20, one political columnist wrote:

Hansen and Harding seem to be setting different paces for their
eampaigns. Hansen had been campaigning about as hard as he ean

for a couple of weeks now, and apparently intends to maintain the
same aggressive drive through the election. Harding, on tha other
hand, has baen relatively inactive, and not sntirely because Conpgress
is slow to adjourn, The congressman's campaign apparently is being
held baek purposely, and really won't get rolling until about the
first of October, Both spproaches make sense for the men involved.

Hansen, the challenger, is much less well know than Harding,

four years a congressman. The Poeastello City Commisslonsr must
cover as ruch ground as possible between now and Ngvember, That
approach not only will make him better knowm, but ii will permit him
to vse his greatest asset--his ingratiating way with the voters in

a person-to-person campalgiiees.

Harding, on the other hand, is about as well Imowm ia the Secend
Congrassional Ddsitriet as he ever will bs, and doesn't have to pget
the attentlon of the votsrs before trying to win them over. His
late-starting campaign probably hes semathing to do with catehing
voters whan they are most interestede-in the last few weoks bofore
the balloting.

Hansen said in September that he did not "expeet the presidentizal
vot to affeet him much one way or the other.® Ha felt that some who
would vote for him won't vote for Goldwater, but that most of the Goldwater

voters would stay in the Republican column in the congrossional racs.

il

1?51gahn Daily Statesman (Boise), "Hansen Taps Hordricks as
Campaign Manager," September 8, 1964, p. 18, and interview with Richard
Hondricks, Poecatello, Idaho, August 12, 1566,

1?9;1_1_.3110 State Journal (Pocatello), "Hansen Rips inte Harding in
labor Day Campaign Blast," September &, 1964, p. 1.

180140 ho State Journal (Poeatells), Bill Hall, “Political
Seratehpad, " September 20, 1954, p. b,
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One political eslumnist noted that,

Althovgh ho esuoused generally conservative views, Hansen has

not tisd himself so closely to Goldweter as did Keith Schofield,

the man who ran second in the Brimary. Fut Hansen said, "I

whole heartedly endorse him,"l

Hansen classed Harding as a "hard campaigner, but his record
makes him very vulnarahle.“lﬁz and built his eampaign around the ldea
that Harding was ®"notl representing the bast intesrests of Idaho in the
Gnngress."lﬂj
He challonged the "open door®™ to ths President's dfice, claimed

by Harding and Senator Church on ths basis of more political power
coming to those office holders who are in the majority party. He
demanded that they prove a2 single instance where their Pavailability”
to the President had been of benefit to their constituents back home.
Hansen said that Idaho had been "without eapable representation in
Washington leng enough' and asked voters to help him make tha-ﬂhanga.154

Harding claims he has great status becauss he's on the House

azriculturs Committes,..Farmers lurned down ths wheat referendun,

yoet we hava ths wheat.cotton bill,..Tt doesn't necossarily follow

that you have cffective ropresentation just because yowr Congrassman

belongs to the majority party,185

Carmaian DavelopusntsSes,Barly in the campaign Harding and Hansen

avpoarad in a number of publie debates teogether; in Pocatello, Idaho Falls,

lalThg Foust-Rezister (Ydeho Falls), Xon Roblson, ®Hansen Starts
hotive Campaien for House," September 9, 1564, p. 1l.

lazﬁbzth Side Nows (Jeroma), "Hansen Flays Harding at County GOP
Mesting.® Saut;.g T 3, 1961, pe 1a

1836 vell Irsleationist, "Hansen Criticizes Opponent for Vole
on Self Pay Raise," Soptembsr 3, 1954, p. 1.

134Enrle? Herald-Balletdn, "Cassia Hspubliecans Hear Hansen
Atisck Pep. Hardinz," August 3, 1?6#,  + iy B

18575aho State Journa), (Pocatalle), Les Ester, "Harding, Hansen
Split in Meet on Medicare, Other Issues,® Sepitomber 11, 1964, pp. 1-2,
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Twin Falls and on a District-wide television program. These encounters

served to heighten people's awareness of the differing philosophies

the two espoused, but more importantly, it gave Hansen exposure in

depth with Harding and a chance to fesl Harding's political soft spots,l86
One political writer deseribed the contests as an attention-getter,

and said,

Tnere are many who wonder why Rep. Ralph Harding, an incumbent, is
accepting invitations to meet his Republiean cpporent, Georgs
Hansen, in public debate., Tt is normally the course of an incumbent
to avoid such confrontations: thereby ignoring the challenger and
denying him the sli-important chance Tor publicity and the chance

to appear as a political equal to the incumbent, CO(ma of the
advantages of the ineumbent is that fact that he has the stature

of holding the office his opponent is merely trying to attain,

Then why does Harding accept invitations to appear on ths same
platform with Hansen? The Congressman's supportsrs say there is

no point in ignoring Hansen, that he exists as a formidable opponent,
However, they feel that Harding is bestter informed on government

and the issues. They don't taks Hansen for any patsy as a debateor,
but they think he will appear shallow and uninformsd next to Hardinz.

Hansen, who prides himself on doing his homework betier than most
candidates, obviously thinks otherwise, The results are that both
candidales think they have the advantage in such meetings. Consce
quently, the publile is besing itreated ihis fall to something that
doesn't happen very ofien--the candidates for a Eﬁjnr office are
meeting frequently face to face in open debats,1S7

Orie political eolumnist who attendod an early debats said,

The two candidates for Idaho's Second District seat in Congress

showed themselves to be worthy opponents Thursday night., FEach

spoke with conviclion, thoy debated wigorously and they left their
listeners--if any were uncommitted--with a selection betwean distinet
ard opposing philesophies of government., Surely, it can be said

of the Iemecratic incumbent Ralph Hamding and his Republican ehallenger
George Honsen that they offer "a choice" and not M"an echo,"188

18651 0ck oot News, "Gerald Wajeik, "™Must Overcome JFK Bumotion,
Jordan Tells Republicans,” September 14, 1964, p, L.

1871daho State Jonrnal (Pocatello), Bill Hall, "Political Seratehpad,"
Septerber 23, 1964, p. &4,

1807daho State Journal (Pocatello), Fditorial, "A Good Show,"
September 12, 1984, p. 5.




125

Harding fared the debates well, but found himself increasingly
on the defencive. From the time of thsir second debate, in Pocatello on
September 10, Harding's public comments became almost constantly of an
explaining and defending content, instead of the positive promotion of
his record which he had anticipated,

On September 23, Harding charped Governor Smylie with having
ordered highway employees to tear down his homemade billboards along
roeds in the District, not only these that happened to be on highway
right-of=ways, but to the point of even removing them from adjoining
private land, and said it was a "ridiculous time-consuming attempt to
hinder my already under-{inanced campaign.‘lag Smylie avolided being
drawn into the political hassle and said the alleged order was "news
to me," but added that he knew Harding had soms billboards on state
right-of-ways, and had twe years before transgressed the law prohibiting
the billboards,190

Harding pressed his charge ealling it "ome of the pettiest things

I've ever sean in palitics.“lgl

He said becauss volunteers were putting
up his signs, some might be misplaced en state right-of-ways =nd asked
fo be notified if it was noticed, Harding said many more slgns were
taken dovm than the five the hirhway department reported, and said

that in the past these signs had largely bean ignoradol?z

159;§g§p Evening Ststesmnn (Boise), "State Removes 5igns, Rep.
Harding Avers," Spotember 24, 196%, <

lgﬂggghm Evening Statesman (Poise), "Rillboards, BPFA Enter inte
Drives," September 24, 198k, p. 1.

lngha Posi~Pogister (Idaho Falls), "Harding Claims Sign Abuse,"
September 24, 1904, p. 1,

19-211315 ,
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Smylie replied that Harding's signs should be taken down, adding,
*The highway right-of-way is designed to carry traffic, not to conduct
political campaigns., As far as I know he's the only political candidate
using the public right-of-m}f."lg}

On September 26, Harding said the Highway Department had backed
down and would give ten days notice, and that he was "shocked" to hear
Smylie's charge of 1962 illegalitiﬂs.lgu

On Cctober 19, Harding's campalgn manager, Lynn Broadhead, decried
what he called "dirty campaign tactics,™ and complained that Harding's
highway signs were being defaced and torn down. He said personzl attacks
on Harding end his wvoluntesr campaign workers were beginnming, with
automobile tires being slashed, paint splashed on ecars, bunper stickers
ripped off, and a sipn planted on his lawn one morning which read,

"Here lies Ralph Harding, November 3, May he rest in piccves.” Broadhead
offered a $100 reward for information leading to the arrdst and convietion
of invelved individuals, Proadhead =aid he wasn't,

laying the blams on the Ropubliecan Farty but on an extremist group

which felt that anything it did was right...(Hs said he) had not

seen eny Goldwater or Hansen signs that were touched,...and was

glad to ses this on the part of the Harding supporters biscause this
was rot the way to campaign.l95

Hendricks raported several cases of defacement on Hansen billboards . 190

During the campaign, Harding had difficulty resiricting himself to

193Eimgsnﬂﬂwg (Twin Falls), "Fardine, Smylie Bicker Over Removal

of Campaign Sings Alony Highway," September 24, 15064, p. 1,

19%194ho Daily Statesman (Boise), *Road Board Retreated on Terms,
Solon Saye," September 26, 194k, p. 1.

19581 ackroot: News, "Harding Manager Decrdes Dirty Campaign
Tacties," Ceclober 20, 1964, p. 1.

196Intarview with Richard Hendricks, Peecatello, Idaho, August 12,
1966,
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his Republican opponsnt, and was constantly attacking and challenging
the following to public encounters or debates, which did not meterialize;
Senator Len B. Jordan; Governor Robert Smylie; Grant Kilbourne, Vice-
president ard Mangger of J. R. Simplot's Pocatelle phosphate plant.
After several exchanges with Governor Smylie, one newspaper ran
a front-page special notice to Harding:
Menmo to Congressman Harding:
Dear Sir:

The yesr is 1964, Your opponent itz George V. Hansen of Focatello.
This is Idahe, Second Congressional District.,

Governor Robert Smylie of Idaho is not on the ballot. We notice
that you frequently attack him. These are misdirected shots,
especially when the attacks are based on Governor Smylie's water
policies, If you shoot at him on this subject, we fear Idaho is
going to get caught--and wounded--in the erpssfirs.

We understand you and Governor Smylie will both compata for the
Senate in 1966, Fine and dandy., Have a real knock-down, drag-
out if you e¢an each get throusgh your own primary., But this is

1984, This is Idaho, Second Districk. Your opponant is Gsorge
V. Hansen.197

Cne politiecal writer pointed out in early Septamber that Harding
was fallinz behind in his ecampaign because he was being,
Kept in Washington for eongressional actlon while his Hepublican
opponent has been campaigring hard throughout the distriet, He
faces the unpleasant task of remaining at work until only a few
weeks before votes are cast,198
However, in early QOetober, Harding was eriticized on many sides for

sendinz a "Campaign-type® ropert of his sccomplishments during the years

1962-19¢4 to evary postal patron, under his eengressional postage-f rank, 197

197The Tdaho Observer (Boise), Dwight W. Jensen, "Attention:
Ralph Harding," Ovtooer 15, 1954, p. 1.

lgBIdaho Daily Statesman (Boise), Ken Hoblison, "State GOPers
Democrats, Beady to 'Shed Gloves' For Idaho Vote Battle," Sept. 7, 1964,

199 14aho State Journal (Pocatello), "Buzz of the Burs," Oct. 13,
14, 1964, p. &; Idaho Daillv Statesman (Boise), "McMurray Snaps at Mail

—

Abuse by Rep, Harding," October &, 1964, p. 7.
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The state political party organizations played varying roles
in the southern District. The State Republican Chalrman, John MelMurray
of Boise, gawve ungualified support to both Goldwater and Hansen, making
frequent statements and political barrages at Johmson, Humphrey, anrd
Harding. There was an element of inter-party strife among Republicans
about Goldwater, but both sides closed ranks in helping to promote Hansen, 200

State Democratic Party Chalrman, Lloyd Walker of Twin Falls,
howsaver, spent most of his ammunition on Goldwater, and 2 minimum on
Hansen., Speculation was that he was eyeing the senate race against
Republican Senator Len Jowrdan in 1966 and felt that Harding was his
principal rival,201

A minor affair gemerally, but of considerable interest and
conversation in the Jdaheo Falls area in Ogtober, was when Congressman
Chet Holifield (D-Calif.), Chairman of the Joint Congressional Commtittes
on Atomic Frorgy made a tour of the Atomic Energy Commission faeilities
near Idaho Fzlls, During the visit Holifield spoke highly of Harding
and promised that, "When ¢ vacaney ceours" on his committee, Haweding
would be in Jdne to £11) 1t.202 This was interpretsd to mean tho atomie
faeilitios would prospsr better if Harding wesre re-slecied. In this
regard, however, Harding wes eriticised Tor Lis approsch to fallow
congrassman vho held positione of power in the commitles structure of

Congress:

nIﬂaﬂm State Jﬂu“nﬂT (Pneatelle), Bill Hall, "Folitieal
Seraichpad, ¥ Auzast 25, 196k, p. 43 Jdaho State Terﬂal (Faoatello),
Bill Hall, “Repuﬂhﬂahs,“ August 16, 98k, pp. 1, 2.

EﬂlIdnhn State Jourral {Pﬁ”ﬁftllﬂ] Bill Hall, "Politiecal
Seratchpad,¥ Juns &, 19664, p. b,

2021ne Past«Rezister (Idaho Falls), ®Nuclear Expansion Seen,"
Oetober 16, 1964, pp, 1, 14.
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Twice in this election campaign, Congressman Ralph Harding has
introduced within the state members of the House of Representatives
who are committee chairmen, and each time he has appeared to us to
be overly enamored of the system of power on Capitol Hill,

When Congressman Michael Kirwan of Chio told Idaho, in almost so
many words, that it must re-elect Harding or face years of delay

in the construction of the Lower Teten projest, Congressman Harding
called Kirwan "a great American." The Congressman did try to
disassociate himsell from the worst aspseots of Kirwan's words by
saying he would work for Lewer Teton whether re-elected or not, but
his pralse of the gentleman from Ohlo left many in the Gen Stats
wondering if he had not coms to equate greatnsss with mers power.

Thore is more reason for thinking so now. Last Thursday at Idaho
Falls, intrcducing Representative Chst Holifield to a barquet
audience, Congressman Harding said Holifield is one of the most
Tinfluential men in Weshington,” that "the prospsrity of the National
Reactor Testing Stalion at Idaho Falls (depends) largely on

decisions made by Holifield and his eollsapuss on the Joint Committee
(on Atomic Energy, of which Holifield is chairman),” and that
Holifield is a "great man.”

If it was Kirwan, not Harding, who told Idaho whieh side its
reclamation bresd is buttersd on, it was Harding, not Holifield, wheo
told Idaho to see which side its atomic bread is buttsred on,

The two visits by out-ef-state Congrassmen run too nearly parallel
to give us comfort. We are not proposing that Congressman Harding
be defeated, but we think it is proper to eall to the attention

of the wvoters, zmnd to tha attention of the Congressman, thase twe
examples of undue respesct for men because of their power rather

than becavsa of thelr ability or the correctness of their ideas.

Whosver represants Idaho in Congress must understand the power
structure of the Congress and must bs able to work within that
structure when priveicls allows, but we would like our representatives
to be somewhat less reverent of thal power struciure,

If reclamation or atomic projects aro to be decided on their merits,

the power structure should not be that important; if it is that

importarnt, our Conzressman should be oppesing, not endorsing it,203
On Ootober 19, Goverior Smylie told a gathering in Rexburg that

Jdaho had, in Harding's behalf,

Eujibe Idahn Chsewyex (Boise), Dwight W. Jensen, "Ralph Harding
and the Power System,® Octobar 22, 1964, p. 1.
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See the greatest parade of out-of-staie advisuers in the history

of popular elections in Tdaho during this campaign, Relph must

be important to them because they are going so far to send him
back. I think he is in deep-EERuhla ard I am sure Hubert (Humphrey)
will be here to "rescue" him,

The State Republican Chairman also declared Harding was calling
up the "shock troops™ to help his campaign:

All of the resources of an incumbent administration are being
thrown into Idaho to bolster the sagging campalpn of Congressman
Ralph Harding...and extricate (him) from his troubles. The people
of Idaho won't be fooled by these out-of-state spsakers, If
Congressman Harding had been more responsive over the past four
Fears to the wishes of the poople of Idaho's Second District, it
would not be nscessary for him to call up the shock troops of the
Damocral campaign.

By the first week of Qotober, Harding knew he was in deep trouble.
HH' sﬂid ¥
I kept telephoning the White House at least once a day to get
Prasident Johnson into Jdaho., I told them that Representative
Conpton White was safe in the First District but that his
(Presidential) race and my race in the Second District would bs
cloze, I told the President a visii to Idaho might make the
difference whether he Eets the four electoral votes and whether
I would got elscted,2V
President Johnson rescheduled and made an appearance in Boise to boost
the campaigns of Congressnen White and Harding, because "he nseds these
Demoorats in Congress to halp him put throuzh his program,n207
The President spoke ount strongly for Harding, and almest in

"Kirwanisn" tones gald that Idaho's role in 2 more vresperous nation "will

204 ra w5 Ever ning Statesman (Poise), "Gem State's campaign
Accelerates,” Cetober 19. 1964, p. 1.

zusldahu Caily Statesman (Boise), "GOP Felts Harding's Assistancs,”
October 14, 1964, p. 7.

anidahu Badily Sthuphvaﬂ {Baise), "Solson Sees Hard Fight in
Election," Cotober 13, 1964, p. 5; Alse Fditorial, "President Plugs
for Harding," Cotoher 14, 1964, p. 4.

Eﬂ?lﬁwiﬁtﬁ* Horning Tribuns (lewiston), Dwicht Jenson, "Jeohnson's
Visit was Almed at Congressional Assistance,” Octobsr 13, 1964, p. 3.
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be greater and more effective if you serd back to Conmgress, Ralph Harding
who sits on this platform,"208

The visit of the President buoyed Harding's hopes tremesndously,
and it was believed that his chances of riding in on the President's
coattails were very gacd.zug

A listing of out-of-state people who came to Idaho to endorss or
campaign for Harding would include (Ses Appendix II):

Prosident Iymdon B. Johnson

Lady Bird Johnson

Vice-Presidential Candidate Hubert Humphrey

Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall

Assistant Intericr Secretary John A. Carver, Jr,

Undersecretary of Department of Commercs Franklin D, Roosewvelt, Jr,

Mrs. Antheny ﬂelehraﬁﬁa, wife of the Secretary of Health, Edueation,
and Welfare Department

Secretary of labor Lewis Wirts

Senator Gaylord Nelson (D-Wis,)

Senator Alan Bible (D=Nevada)

Mrs. Birch Bayh, wife of the Senator from Indiana

Congressman Chet Holifield (D-Calif.)

Congressman Michasl J, Kirwan (D-(hie)

Governor Grant Sawyer (D-Nevada)

Governor Pat Brown (D=Calif,)

Stan Musial

This amount of peopls leni support to HanSen's acecusation that
Harding was not representing Idaho's interssts but was so involved
with out-of-stato-intereste that Idahoans came last, Hansen added
the eampaign furd charge sbout Harding receiving out-sf-state financial
backing from the Council for a ILivable World,

Although the visits of so many notables were to a certain extent

attention-getting, it also tock Hardine szway from his person-to-person

20813aho Dadly Statesman (Boise), John Corlett, 25,000 Gem
Staters Hear President's Voites Appeal in Stop at Boise Adrport,"
Octobar 13, 1964, pp. 1, 1i.

20915 Falls Times-News, "Demos Confident Because of Visit,™
Cetober 13, 1964, p. 1.
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caupaign of former elections., He did get cut to spsak in the cocunties,
but too often the meetingzs were Democratie party banquets, usually
attended by the party-faithful.

Hansen recelved the endorsements and personal visits of four
national figures: Republican Presidential Candidate Barry Goldwater,
?iua-pgaﬁidential Candidate William E. Miller, Senator Millward
Simpson (R-Wyoming), and Congressman Gerald Ford (R=-Michigan).

Both Hardineg and Hansen had numerous personal endorsements and
letters of recommendation sent to Second District veoters. Televisien,
radio, and newspaper advertisements were utilized extensively,
Interestingly, Hansen had gained the offensive in newspapsr advertising
as early as September, making frequent use of small ons or two column
ads all during the campaign. One woskly editor wrots,

In the camapign for the Second Congressional District seat in

ths Houso of Representatives, it looks as Af Georgs Hansen (R)

of Pocatello may be the pacs-setter, at least advertising wise.
However, incumbsnt Ralph Harding (D) 45 handicéapped in that he
must romain in Washington until the current session is concluded,
It wonld seesm ihat his campaign workers had best get busy if they
want to mateh the pace of the Hansen organisation,2l0

In populous Ada County, Bspublican party people and Hansen's
organization convinced Hansen in the closing weeks that 2 bigger
effort was needed, Thoy raised mensy to pay for a television program,
fortlg newspaper ads, and for a letter mailed to 30,000 voters.Zll
(Appendix VIIT).

When tha cempaizn smoke had cleared, tha candidates listed their

campaign eontributions and expenses as shown in Table 9,

210paris Post, "The Pace Setier," September 10, 1964, p. 2.

zllpatly Idehordsn (Moscow), "Vote Indicates Pendulum May Swing
Back to GOP,Y" llovember 7, 1964, p. 11.
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TABLE 9-=.Congressional Elsction Expenses and Contributions

Candidate Contributions Expenses
Harding $50,851,35 $52,160.04
Hansen 37,484.10 38,399.07

SQURCE: Post-Election Statements of Ralph R. Harding ard
George V. Hansen, 196k, filed with the Clerk of
the House of Rapresentatives, Washington, D,C,
The campaign was over. On December 19, nawsmen taking part in the
Assoclated Press poll listed the general election victory of Hansen

over Harding as Idaho's top news story of 195ﬂ.212

Elz;iahg State Journal (Pocatello), Earle Jester, "Hansen Victory
Rated Idaho's Top News Story of 1964," December 30, 196k, p. 14,




CHAFTER VII
STATEMENT OF THE DETERMINING ISSUES
IN THE 1984 CAMPAIGN
AS SEEN BY CANDIDATES AND MANAGERS

In order to create a basis for anzlyzing the 1964 congressional

race, an examination of statements made by the eandidates and their

campaipgn managers follows,

Ralph Harding, Demeeratie Candidate

Harding cited the following topies as the deternmining faetors

in the 19% campaign (See Appendix IIIL):

1.

2,

His gpecch eritieiging Fzra Taft Benson for using his Church

pocition to promote the John Sireh Society.

a. Scme Church leaders in the District used their Church
positions Lo campaign against Harding.

b. Socmeo members, often blindly, sponsored redio broad-
nasts of an Esra Taft Benson speech eriticizing
Harding and praisinz the Birzh Society.

Razction of the John Birch Soclely by

a. Reportedly having Bireh Society members contribute
heavily to Hansen's campaign.

b. EReportedly sending carloads of Utah Soclety members
to Idiho for an anti-Harding campaign.

e, Threat of a 1ibel suit ngainst Hardinez.

d. Sending Read Benson to Idaho to divect the Idaho Birch
Scciaty efforts apainst Harding.

e. Spreading the idea that Harding committed a sin in
eriticizing an Apostls of ths Church, and was thersfores
unworthy to serve in Conzrass,

f+ Sonding all Mormons in the District a copy of the Ezra
Taft Denson speech eritiecizing Harding and praising the
Birch Sosietly.

"Liberal™ label was dsmaging to Harding.

Prassuce Groups donated time and money to opposition, i.e.,
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Power companies, Farm Bureau, Simplot's, and Idaho Medical
Association.

5. Republican trend in District in 1964, Goldwater carried
the District, but Harding ran ahead of President Johnson,
howevar not far encuzh to win.

Harding's statement points out the vital issues to have
been: (1) the resentment within the Mormon Church population in
tha Second Distriet occasioned by his speech criticizing Ezra Taft
Bénson, (2) efforts of the Birch Society to discredit and defeat
him, (3) the lzbel of being a "Democratie Liberal," (&) efforts by
prassure groups against him, and (5) Republican trend in the District
in 1964,

Lynn Broadhead, Harding's Campaien Manager

As chairman of the Harding for Conzgress Cormittes, Broadhead
listed the determining factors and issues in the 1964 campaign to be
the following (Ses Appendix III):

1. The John Birch Seciety and its dnvolvemsnt with the Mormon
Church, beginning with Hardinz's speech in Congress crit~
icizing the Socisty, and later with Hansen's involvement
with the Society. Hansen used right-wingers, Reed Benson's
sontacts and his own contacts to sway the Mormon comstituoney
heavily to his side.

2, B.P.,A. By opposing it, Hansen secured finances and ﬁLppnft,
such as Simplot!s vice-presidont and maneper who spoke
widely ugainst Harding., Howewver, Harding lost no votes
over this becazuse the people did not oppese B.P.A.

3. Smear charges generated by Hansen, insinuating disloyalty
on Hurding's part through his asseciation with tha Couneil
for a Livable World and favoring tha sale of wheat to Russia.
The avoerage voter was unaffected, but the extreme right-
wingers were zealotsly aronscd,.

L, Reclamation, especially Hansen's attack on Congressman
Kirwan, which convinced people that Kirwzn had threatened
Tdsheans with extinetion of reclamatien funds 4if Harding
vera nol re-clected.

5. Chsrges of excessive governnent spending were effective
with conservatives, but Harding's success in securinz money
and projects for Idaho and endorsing federal aid to education
retained voters on his side,
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6, Restriction of campaizn time on Harding's part becauss of the
late congressiocnal session hurt him. Constant harrassment
from extremist elements hindered Harding's campaizn perform-
ances, and discouraged his campaign workers.

7. Personal appesl and brilliant record of Harding helped hin
maintain a higher percentage of Second District votes than
the President received. Harding's restraint against
opposition demagogic campaipn sarned friends for him.

Broadhead thus isolates three key issues which hurt Harding's
re-election chances during the campaign, (1) the John Birch Society
and extremists, especially those operating within ths Mermon Church,
{2) the Teton-Fremont Dam incident with Congressman Kirwan, and (3)

Harding's rectricted campaign time and campaign harrassments.

Georpge Hansen, Republiean Candidate

Hansen listed his sccount of the determining facters in the
1964 eampaipn to be:

1. Extremism atmosphere

a, Flayor of Johnson-Goldwater presidential campaipgn.

b, Use of tha Bireh Sociely by Harding to ereate mistaken
impressien of "richt-wing"” activity in Idaho politics,
and to attach the Birch Sceiety to his oppositien.

2, Compalen and eampaien organization

2. Extensive personsl and orzanizational effort,

b. Residusl organization from 1962 unsuccessful senate bid.

¢, Senstor Jordan lent political maturity on TV sppsarances
tozethor,

d. Critical emphasis on Hawding's rubber-stamp veting

record on natienal debt, inflation, massive foreizn-zid

programs and unrealistic forelign policy regarding
international commmism,
3. Errors of the oppoziticon

8. 1he condemnaticn of the Birch Socciety and Fzra Taft
Bensen in reliplous tones on the floor of Congress and
contimously throughout the Second Distriet obrought
the propriety and pelitical maturity of Hardinz into
questions. This and other errors strengthened voler
desire for a change in Congress. Turning point in the
campaipn was district-wide TV debate whero Harding's
use 6f Congress to attack fellow Church members over
personal and politieal differences was rebutted.

b. Congressman Michael Kirwan's threat of losing reclamation
funds if Harding were not re-slecled.
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¢, Harding's breach of otiquette in his letter censoring
Dr. Kircher of Burley.

d. Accepting support from the Couneil for a Livable World
with its far-left overtones, which provided a counter-
charge to right-wing extremism and undermined Harding's
campaign issue of seniority. The propriety of out-of-
state campaign finances and influences became an lssus.

e, Vigorous promotion of certain administration farm
programs disliked by the farm population.

£+ Harding's nezlect of the strong. rural "anti-one-man-
one-vote" fealing on reapperiicnment.

g. Antaponistic statements and responses which irritated
individuals and groups, such as his condemnation of the
Farm Burasu in Jercme, wnich was distributed to its
membership in a special edition of its monthly newspaper.

Hansen listed his views on the vital issues to be (1) the
atmosphere of national extremism, and the Birech Society controversy
in the Distriet, (2) his campaign organization and agressive promotion
of conservative views, and (3) errors on tha part of the oppositicn--
specifically, (a) the Birch-Bensen speech by Harding, (b) the threat
by Congressman Kirwan on the Teton-Fremont Dam (e) the Kircher
correspondenss, (d) affiliation of Hardinz with the Counecil for a
livable World, (&) alienation of farmers, (f) reapporticnment, and
(g) Harding's antagonistic attituds to Distriet voters and groups.

(See Appendix III),.

Richard Herdricks, Hansen's Campaign Vensger

As campaien msenazer for Hansen, Hendricks defined the important
elements and issues of the 196% campaign as Follows:

1. Traditional Republisanism of ths Second DMstriet and
personal arpaal of the candidates,

a. Five~term Republican incumbent lost in 1940 because of
his poor publiec relations and Harding's strength as a
campaiznar.

b. Hansen's positive campalgn and conservative views
rocaptured the voters!'! imagination.
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¢. Difference in philosophy was the key, as both candidates
had personal appeal to the voters. Most pecple vote
on personality basis and don't follow the voting record.
2. Hansen's organization was complete and functioning in
every county.
3. Mistakes by Harding.
a. Brasque letters to constituents, such as Dr. Eircher of
Burley.
b. Beeoming embroiled in verbal arguments with farmers
and ranchers,
e. Liberal voting record and aceepting support from the
Council for a Livable Werld,
d. Voting against the farmer and rural Idaho on many issues.
4, Mistakes by Hardine's supporters
&. Conpgressman Michsel Kirwan's threat te withhold reclamation
funds on ths Lower~Teton Dam if Harding wers not re-elected.
b. Alienation of sugzar beet growers in ecentral Idahs by a
letier from Amslgarated Sugar Company in Utah instructing
them to re-elasct Hardine,
¢. In southecastern Idaho, Monsanto Chemical Company™s
dealings with B.P.A. and Utah Power and Light Company
turned voters away from Harding who supporied B.P.A.

Hendriclks pointed to three main faclors as being the determining
issues: (1) the traditional conservativa Republican bese of the
Second Distirict, which would favor a candidate of this mold cver an
equally appozling candidate with a nor-Republican and non-conservative
philosophy; (2) tha effectivensss of Hansen's campaign; and (3) errors
on the part of the opposition eandidate and his supporters-=speaifically
these wera (2) Kirche» correspondence; (b) verbal arzuments, (¢) voting
record, (d) farmer alienation, (e) Kirwan's threat, (f) sstyancement
of suger beet prowers, and (g} B.P.A. (See Appendix IXI).

A eomparicon of those four statements, to determine commen
issues of importance might be accompliched in the following manner on
Table 10.

Harding and Hansen agreed en the following issues as beins pertinent:
(1) Bireh Society, (2) Morimon Church involvement, (3) Farm-Farm Euraesu,

and (4) liberal-conszorative issues, Harding also listed the B,.P.A.,
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TABLE 10~=-,Comparison of Statements on Issues

Issue Harding BPBroadhead Hansen Hendricks Total

Birch Society,

Extremism x x x 3
Campaizn x x x 3
Teton Dam x x x 3
Mormon Church x x x 3
B,P.A, vs. Private

FPower x x x 3
Smear x x 2
Farm and Farm Bureaun x X x 3
Kircher Letters x x 2
Reapportionment x 1
Liberal-Conservative x x x 3
Council for a

Livable World b 4 x x 3
Personal App=al x % x 3
Republican District X x 2

Republican trend in District, and smear facters, while Hansen cited as
important the campaipgn, Teton Dam, Kircher letters, reapportlcnment,
Council for a Livable World, and personal appesl of ths candidates,

The Campaign Managers agreed on such issues as (1) the campaien,
(2) Teton Dam, (3) B.P.A.-Privats power, (4) Council for a ILivable World,
and (5) perscnal appeal of the caendidstes, They differed also, with
Broadhead 1isting the Birch Sociely, Mormon Church, and Smear, and Hendriaks
listine Farm-Farm Bureau, Kircher letters, Liberal-Censervative, and thas

factor of a Republican district.
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Significantly, the candidates and their managers did not agree

completely on & common issue.



CHAPTER VIII

GRASS-RO0TS QUESTIONNAIRE

During the week of June 5 to June 9, 1967, this writer conducted
a questionnaire among Second District woters on a random selection basis.
The procedure used was to drive into an area and ca2ll on one house
or business in a block for five blocks, ard then drive to a2nother area.
In the rural expanses batwesen towns, occasion was taken to stop and
spoak with fzrmers in the field, milk truck drivers, caittlemen,
housewives, and etc. A broad sampling was thus secured.

The questionnaire iteelf was composed of two parts: the first
part belng s one-page "blind recall” quesiionnaire on the important
issues or aspects that were mmombered about the 1264 Harding-Hansen
congressicnal campaigzn. After this was completed, or pasced over becauss
of a memory gap reparding the particulars of the campaign, then another
one-page questlonnaire was substiiuted. This sheet had several topies
relative to the campalign listed on it and was intended to "reactivate!
or "cue" the subject's memory, on the assumpiion that ths impact
of the campaien might thus bes revived and bring out a more reliazble
and selective personal response than the "glind-recall" page., Upon
complation, the gquestiornzire was folded and drepped into & box with
other questionmaires, thus making the response confidential (See
Appondix XII).

Only five people refused to participate zrd when 50, their
neighbor was visited. The results of the seventy.three questionnaire

respendents ars shown in Table 11.
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Tha "Blind-Racall" questionnairs high-lighted the issues of (1)
Teton Dam and Burns Creek, (2) religien, (3) liberalism vs, conservatisn
and (4) the personal impact of the candidates, Other issues of
sipnificance would be the campaign, the qusstion of effective representation,
the farm-Farm Bureau, and the Bireh Society.

Howaver, the questionnaire subjects shifted their emphasis
when asked for thzir parsonal reasons in voting for Harding or Hansen
in 1964, They listed as important the factors of (1) personal impact
of the candidates, (2) party preference, (3) religious reasons, (%)
tho Teton Dam and Burns Creck Dam issus, ard (5) the guestion of
effective represontation,

The "cue-sheet” brought emphasis to (1) the personal touch of
the eandidates, (2) the Teton Dam and Purns Creek Dam issue with the
public-private power coentroversy, (3) the campaipgn, (4) religion, and
(5) farm<Form Baresu., Table 12 shows the correlation of these three
parts of the questicnnaire.

The corralation points cut the three main factors in the 1964
camaplgn to have bzen (1) the Teton Dam-PBurns Creck issue, (2) religion,
and (3) tho persenal impact of the candidstes on the voters. Cther
issues of streveth would be the liberal-conservative issue, the farme

Farm Bureasu and the campaign.

Yoter Analwysis

The grass-roots questionnairs coversd twenty=elight Demoerats,
thirty-four Republicans and eleven voters who identified themselves
with neither party (iIndepsndents). The political party vote pattern

showed a large fall-out from the Domoeratic party ranks with four not



TABLE 12-=.Correlation of Grass-Roots Questionnairs

1%

Blind-Recall Personal Reecall on

Issues of Issues Voting Reasens  "Cue=Sheet"
Fersonal Impact
of Candidates x xxX xx
Teton Dam and
Burns Creek bl 4 xx xx
Religion > b oS o
Iikeralism vs,
Conservatism xx x x
Party Freference xx
Effective Representation x xx
Campaign x x o
Farm=-Farm Bureau x x o
Birch Scecisly x x x
Endorsement X x %
Council for a
Liveble World ¥ %* x
Government Contracts x

NOTE: xx = Strong Corrslation, x = Wezk Corrslation

voting and three woting for Hansen,

The Republiecan wvote sitayed

generally with Hansen, with Harding acdding three Republicans to his

column. The independent wvote was evenly divlided betwsen Harding

and Hansen (See Table 13).

Table 13 supports the eonclusicn that the Second Distriet has

&8 Republican edge over the Democrats,

votes, for 52.1 per cent.

Hansen received 39 questionnzire

Ho won tho election in 1964 by 52.2 per

eant, and the avorage Republican econgressional vots since 1920 was
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5k.3 per cent., Harding received 29 questionnaire votes, for 39.7
per cent. He lost in 1964 with 47.8 per cent, end the average Derno-
eratic congressional vote since 1920 has been 42.2 per cent,

Apparently, the large indepondent bloc can make the difference
in a contested election

TAELE 13~-.Congressicnel Yotz by Farty Affilistion

Candidate Democrat  Republican  Imdependent

Harding 21 3 5

Hansen 30 5

(No Candidate) A i ke
TOTALS 23 b 1 S

Party affiliation by religion in the Distriet shows a high

corralation of Mormon Republican veotars, wherszas the Catholic and
Portestant roliglons lean generally Democratic., In the sawmpls, 70

per cent were Mormons, 17.8 per ceont wers Protestants, 11 per cent
listed no religion and 1,2 per cent were Catholie, as shown in Table 14,
TABLE ldwa.Party Affiliation by Eslipion

Party Mormon Catholic Protestant No Religlon
Darmocrat 16 1 7 L
Republican 20 0 3 3
Independent 7 0 - -4 =

TOTAIS 51 1 13 8

By percentase, the political party and religion correlation

shows the strong Republican Mormon vols contrasted with the affiniiy
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of non=lormon groups in the Distriect for the Democratic party, &s seen
in Table 15.

TABLE 15--.Percentage of Party Affiliation by Religien

Farty Mormon Catholic Protestant No Religlon
Democrat .44 100% 53.6% 50.0%
Republican 54,99 23.1% 37.5%
Independent 13.7% 23.1% 12.5%

Table 16 shows that, in this sample, Hansen received 56.°
per cent of the Mormon vote, Harding received 37.2 per cent, and 5.9

per cent cast no ballot. Thus, the congressional vote generally

TABLE 15.-.Congressional Vote by Religion

Candidate
Candidate Mornen Catholic Protestant lone Total
Harding 19 2, 6 3 29
Hansen 29 0 5 I 38
No Vote | ' 2 1 )
TOTALS 51 1 13 8 73

followsd the religion-political party corrslation, with Harding
pleking up rmore "indpendent® Mormons, eand Hansen atiracting some of
the Protestant Democralic and Indepandent vote as shown in Tabls 186,
An occvpational breakdown by party affiliation reveals some
interesting aspects of the random sample of the Second District

population, as shown in Table 17,
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TABLE 17==,Party Affiliation by Occupation

Cecupation Demoerat Fepublican Independent
Businessman 8 8 2
Salaried Employee 12 b 4
Farmer=-Rancher 0 3 3
Housewife 2 12 2
Teacher 1 4 0
Retired 5 3

TOTALS 28 3 1

Independent businessmen are evenly split betwsen the Demceratic
and Republican parties whersas salaried employees ara heavily Demceratiz,
The Second District farmer divides betwsen the Republican party and
independence from either party, perhaps resulting from 2 long periocd
of stand-off Trom Demooratic Administraiilon farm policies, Housewlves
and teachers appear to be heavily Republican and retirsd wvolers lesn
strongly toward the Demccratic party, Table 18 shows this brezkdown
by percentage.

TABLE 1B~-,Percantage of Party AfTilistion by Occupation

Cecupation Deroorat Republican Independent Total
Businessman Lk b Lb 2 3 B 100.,0
Salaried Employee 60.0 20.0 20.0 100.0
Farmer-Rancher 0.0 50,0 50,0 100,0
Housewifo 12.5 75.0 2.5 100.0
Teacher 20.0 80,0 0.0 100.0

Retired 62.5 37.5 0.0 100.,0
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Party affiliation by sex in the District random sample shows
females leaning strongly toward the Rspublican party, whersas the male
population is fairly evenly dividsd with 18.0 per cent of the male
sample disclaiming party affiliation in comparison to 12.0 per cent

of the females as shown in Table 19.

TABLE 19==,Party Affiliation by Sex

Sex Demoeratic Republican Independent
Male 17 15 7
Fenale n bt} b
TOTALS 28 I 11

In conclusion it rmust be pointed out that, howsver broad ii
may be, this random sample among geventy-throe subjects is still = very
restricted sample, An application of the results and correlations
in this chapter to the total District population is obviously of
questionable walidity.



CHAPTER IX
QUESTICHNAIRE TO STAKE PRESIDENTS AND BISHOFS

In December, 1955, a questionnairs was prepared and sent by mail
to Mormon Stake Presidents and Bishops in the Second District. Tt was
designed to provide a method of delermining the amouni of influence that
the Harding-Henson controversy had on Mormon weoters in the Distriet din
the 1964 congressional election. The guestionnaire results are therefors
obtained from a selected sample within the Mormen Church, but are not
necessarily the lay-menber reaction.

The questionnaire called for perseonal and area analysis of 2
politieal nature by these Bishops and Stake Presidents. Their answers
rezarding intensity of reacticon in the respective arezs are recopnizably
value-judements, The purpose of the questionnaire was basically to
determine trends among lormen voters as roported and correlated from
these Mormon Leaders in the Second District.

The gquestionraire response is indicated in Table 20.

Stake Presidents

Results of 22 Stake President guestionnuires are detailed in
Table 21.

The average age of the Stake Presidents was 52.7 years, and
intersstinzly the younzest :nd oldest of them voted for Hardinz.

According to the responses, 86.% por cent identified themselves

with the Republiean porty in the Second District, 9.1 percent were
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TABLE 20--.Questiommairc Response

——————————— - -- - = - —— ——
e et W e p ur— -rr — — ——— ——rm rEEme———nr e

Cuestionnaires

Humber in
District Sent* PRoturned Percentage

Stake Presidents 39 32 22 68,87
Bishops 354 266 159 594
Incomplete Forms _6
Corrscted Total 153 57el

*Finaneial considerations restricted the number of question-

naires te the first 32 of the 39 alphabetically listed stakes

and their respective wards in the Second District,
Democrats, and 4.5 per cent were Indepsndents. Harding received 3 votles
(13.6 per cent) and Hansen received 19 vobes (86.4% per cent). Hansen
won B4.2 per cent of the votes of the Republican Stake Presidents
(16 out of 19), with the Democratic and Independent votes also being cast
for him, while Harding rozeived his 3 votes from the Republiean
side., Harding received his votes from 2 Eepublican political moderates
and 1 eonservalive, while Hanzsen reccived 9 conservative votes, 9
mederate votes, arnd ene liberal vote, ineluding the 2 Demueratic moder-
ates and Iudepondent conservative.

Regarditg Harding!s spesch conesrning Esrva Taft Benson, 95.5
per cent rezistered disapprovel, and 31.8 per cent said it affected
their vote away [rom Hardinz, leaving 68,2 per cent who felt it had no
bearine on their vole, psrsenally. The comment was wvolunteered by
72.7 per cent that the speech was "anecalled for, oul of place;, and in
poor Judsment." Not one, however, accused Harding of vieolating any Church
principle in critieizing or taldng dssue with Eenson as a Church leader.
The reasons for vobing for Harding by the Republiean Stake

Presidents wore all because of personal acquaintance; while one added



TABLE 21— Results of Cuestiommaires to 22 Stake Presidents

Party Af- Politiecsl Voted Harding's
% Party filiation FPhilos. Voting Reasons for Speoch
T -
e 4+ 5 2 o 2 n @
2 5 & 5 3 8 oo 8 B 8
5 & £ 87 B o 8EF ZTIEIEEE 4 .FEC
> 2 f 5P EE 15542l ks
=1 o
s L3 EEd Yy b 2L s ERadY gL 22
% wmmOcupation A & A £ &€ H 43 2 6 & & 4 & 83 &2 & &8 28 %
36 3.0 Businessman b = % % x x x
38 3.5 Salaried Exeo. x X x x x x x
39 1.5 Salarisd Exeo. T x x x x x x
b7 1.5 Businessman x x x x x x X X
L 2.5 Businessnan x - x = x X x x
9 15,0 Busircssman % x X ¥ X & ¥ ™ = x X X
43 13,0 Farmer x T X - A - X X x
g 9,0 Farmer x x % x X: =X x x
49 2.0 Businessmen X x x x x x
20 5.0 Besinesswman x x x x = =
80 5.0 Businessman = = x x - x
(52,7 = Medien Ape)
53 3,0 Businessman x x x * x X X
5% £.0 Businessman = x x x x
25 2.0 Farmer x x x x x X x
g7 0.0 Farmer x x x x = ¥ x x
38 3.0 Farmer x x x x x x x
&0 7.0 Farmer x x x ¥ p-7 x x x
£1 5.0 Teacher x x x X X X X x ®
f2 11,0 Farmer 4 x x * x x x x
A5 17.0 Farmer x x > 2 x b4 x
£56 3.0 Farmer % x x X X x x X X
£65 20.0 Teacher - = x x x x bd x®
(Ave. 6.5)TOTALS 2 191 31 6T W60 6 I T9TE 5T 3 E T

TST
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the reclamaticn issue. None of them were farmers. This is in contrast
to the reasons for voting for Hansen, which centered fouremecst around
his principles and philosophy, and then hecause of religious issues.
Only €& of the 19, 31.5 per cent listed personal acquaintance with Hansen
as a resson for voting for him, and all 6 listed other issues in
addition. This would indicate a preference for a Republican candidate
over a Demoeratic candidate, or an anti-Harding or pro-Hansen vole
because of issues. Only one of the two Democrals was acquainted person-
ally with Hansen, and both listed his prineiples and philosoply as
reasons for voting for him, Farm issues and libsral-conservative issues
wore cited also as reasons for wvobting for Hansen, but not for Harding.
Twro listed reclamation reasons in favor of Hansen, and cne listed it

in favor of Hardine.

In analyzing their stake areas, as shovm on Table 22, Harding wes
eredited with carrying 6 stake areas, and Hansen was ecredited with
carrying 13. Three of the stakes were not estimated. Heasons for
Harding's victories were clted invarisbly as loyalty to party affili-
ation, whereas Hansen's victories were scen to rest on (1) religious
reasons, (2) campaicn, (3) eonsorvative area, and (&) persenal acquain-
tanece. This tends to strangthen the conelusion that Hansen's parsonal-
epproach-type campaien took full advantage of the dissatisfaction
cauvsed by religious issues and conservabive pressures.

Harding won in thres high tithe-paying (50 per cent and over)
stakes and three lov ones. Hansen earried 7 low tithe-peying stakes, all
with Republican majorities, and 5 high-paying cnes, twe with Repub-
lican majorities and tiro evenly split belwreen parties. Harding did not

carry any stake with a2 Republiecan majority, but Hansen did carry the
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highast tithe-paying stake which had a 55 per cent Demoeratic majority.
Hansen earried all three politieally balanced stzkes, two of them on
the religlous issuwe. This would indicate that the religious issue
could make the difference in a close contest.

Harding carried 3 evenly-balanced urban-rural stakes, and 2 rural
and 1 urban (urban being where a stake was lceated in eities over
5,000), Hansen also won 3 evenly-balanced areas, plus 2 urban and 8
rural. This, and the fact thet no "farmer Stake President" voted for
Hording would suggest the conclusion that Harding had a definite
weakness in 1964 in the more rural counties.

In relating the lormon and rural wvote patterms, the fellowing
procedure was carried out: The Z2 Stako Presidents reporied an average
stake membership of 3,850. By averasing the number of wards in the
stakes, the stake fizure of 3,850 waus easi_'{;p' adjusted when the mumber of
wards in a stalie ares was more or less than the averase. Then, by
establishing the approximate ward and stake areas in each county on
the bzsis of the original address list for the questionnalire, an inter-
polation of ths approximate counly Mormon pepulations was arrived at,
as shom in Table 43, Convarted to percentages, Table 23 was censtructed
for general information.

Geogravhically, as shom in Table 23, Harding advenced in 1984 in
the middle and upper Snake River Valley, while losing votes since 1962
in the rest of thes District.

Harding found his greatest increases in fairly balanced Mormon-
non-lormon counties with high urban or high rural percentsres. He lost

in eounties with high rural percentazes when the Mormon population
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TARLE 23--.Counties voting an Increase and Decrease for Harding in
in 1964 over 1962

Approx.
Counties Mormon  Percent®* Vole
By Area Percent Rural Chanzed
Middle and Upper Snake River Valley
Bannock L§,6% 20,60 41,612
Bingham 52.1 Eh. b + 638
Bonneville 49,7 29.3 1,213
Madison 91.7 Lok + b
Minidoka 31.3 7l o+ 217
Fower 1.1 100,0 + 23
Western Area of District .
Ada 9.b 29.8 - b7
Elmore T2 B2 -~ 16
Owyhee 18.8 100.0 -~ 68
Central Area of Distidet
Blaine 21.7 140.0 - 107
Entte 60.3 100.0 - 5
Camas 13.6 100.0 = 38
Casszia 65.8 £3.L - 426
Gooding 1.7 %.2 - 1B
Jeroms 17.1 59.3 - 300
TLivecln 32.5 100.0 - 107
Tirin Falls 13.6 3.6 ~ 145
South-FEast Area of Distriesh
Bear Lake 08.0 £6.0 - 317
Caribou 77,0 100.0 - 87
Franlklin o8.1 57.0 - 165
Oneida 75.9 100.0 - 83
Horth-East Ares of Distrdct
Clark Beb 100.0 - 4
Frement 56.0 &8,9 - B
Jeffersen 771 100.0 - &4
Teton B7.1 100,0 - 204

* Farm—-rural and toms vnder 2,500. The Eishteenth Decennial Census,
p- 1‘*’]’-1'5#

& State of Idaho, Secretary of State, 2bstract of Votes Cast at tha General
Elections of 1950-1966 (Boise, Idahe, 1967).

percentage was less than 31 per cent and over 53 per cent. In this rezard,
Harding incrscsed his wotes in 3 of 5 urban (over 50 per cent) counties,

and in only 3 of 20 rural (over 50 per cent) eounties.
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The increaszes of Harding were thus found in areas, not with high
or low Mormon populations, but in those with a balance of Mormons and
nen-Mormens. In this rezard, Harding could have received votes from
Mormons "defending" him, from non-Mormons who supported his eriticism
of Benson and the Birch Soclely, or other facters such as labor endorse-
ments, reclamation, ete., could have had an impact on both groups of
voters. His broad decreased appeal in 17 of the 20 rural counties
corresponds with the report of the Stake Presidents of 8 rural stakes

voting for Hansen and 2 voling for Hardingz.

Bishops
A breakdown of the 153 questiomnaires returned from Bishops in

the Second Distriet showed a distinet Republican party leaning similar
to that of the Staks Presidents, both of which were more predeminant
than the grass-roots Mormon response in Chapter VIII. The independent
voter was, however, more pradominant among the Bishops, and lay-menmbers,

a5 sean in Table 24,

TABLE 2l-=.Comparison of Party Affiliation, By Percentage

Office Democrat Republican Independent
Steke Presidents  9.13 8l Lt b 5%
Bishops 13.1 73.2 13.7
"Grass~Rootl _

Mormons 1. .9 13.7

Of the 153 Bishop responses, 112 ldentified themselves with the
Republican pariy, 20 with the Demoeratic parly, and 21 claimed pariy

independenca.



157

An analysis by age of the Bishops indiecates that the indepsndent
Mormon voter moves into a political party with the passage of time.
Young Democrats are apparently not ecalled into the Bishoprie in the
same ratio that young Republicans are. This no doubt contributes to the
heavier Republican percentage in the 5Stake President group, which is
usually talken from the ranks of the Bishops. See Table 25.

TABLE 25-=,Party Affiliation of Bishops, By Aze

Agre Ape Aze Age
Party 27-39 Lo-4g 50-59 60=-69
Democrat L 12 2 2
Republican 33 Lz 28 9
Independent 10 6 5

Harding received his largest section of votes from Bishops with
a "moderate" politdcel philosophy, whersas Hansen had nearly equal
strenzth among the "econservative" Bishops as the "moderates",

See Table 24,

TABLE 26--,Votes By Political Philosophy

—

Cantlidate Liberal Medarate Conservative
Harding (D) 1 (D) 7 (D) 3
[Rg [ (rR) 1
(1) 1 (1) 2
Hanszen (D) 1 (D) 5 (D) 3
(R) 2 (R)49 (R)L

(1) 3 (1) &
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The vote for Hansen and Harding did not follow strict party
lines, with both nearly splitting the Democratic vote. Harding received
more from the Republican and Independent voters than he retained in

the Democretic party, as showm in Table 27.

TABLE 27--.Vote For Candidates, By Farty Numbers

Candidate Demoeratie Republican Independent Total
Harding 1n 7 5 23
Hansen 9 100 15 124
Neither 5 | €

The main reasons for voling for Harding were llsted as personal
acquaintance, his principles and philosophy and farm policies., Hansen
drest his vote largely on tha basis of hi:c philesophy and principles
and religious reasons, with considerable emphasis glso being plased en
the liberal-conzervative issue, parsonal acquaintance and farm problens,

29 seen in Table 28.

TABLE 28--.Bishop's Hessons For Voling For Candidates

Harding Hansen
Iﬁﬁua Dﬁmo Eﬂpi ]:nd- DE‘.?:. RGP- Ind.
Farm 3 Z 2 2 21 L
Reclamation =) 5 2
Forsonal Acguain~- 8 4 2 2 23 g
tance
General Principles & L 3 6 77 12
and Fhilosophy
Iiberal vs. p.- 26 2
Conservative
Reliplous Issnes 2 2 38 5
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In assessing their ward votirg behavior, Bishops felt Harding's
strength was in Mormon Demoeratic areas who followed the party voting
preference., Hansen was seen to find his strength in a rezctien to the
Harding-Benson ineident from Mormons who felt "enbarrassed" or "dis-
satisfied" with Harding's judgment in the matter, as ssen in Table 29,

Only one Bishop said his Stake President was actively working
against Harding, and the same one said that Birch Soclety members cam-
paigned for Harding's dsfeat in his area. Twe Bishops said the fesling
in their area was that Harding was not a good example of the Mormon
Church to be in Congress. Forty-two Bishops said most members of
their ward felt the speech was in the wrong place, if necessary at all.

None of the Bishops acoused Hardinz of commitliing a sin in
eriticizing Benzon, but 77 of the 153 sajd the spesch was in poor taste
and showed bad Judgment in using his politiecsl office to inject a

personal religious argument inte naticnazl prominence.

Summa

The Republican party preference of Stake Presidents and Bishops
in the Second Distriet, =2s shown by the responses in the questiennairs,
indiecatos that a Ropubliecan conservative is more acceptable to them end
the general Mermon membsrship in the Distriet, than a Demecrat of similar
or different politicsl philosophy. The strongest sssets of Harding
among Mormon voters were his personal acquasintance and Democratic party
bonds. The conservative vote was almost exelusively Hansen's, with
Harding and Hansen woth having strensth among the politiczlly "mederata"
Bishops.

The hirh corrslation of Mormen Church leaders and members in the

District with the Republiecan party and conservative views suggests that
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TABLE 29—=, Ward Reasons For Voting For Candidates

-

Neither
Issue Harding Hansen Even Vots Candidate
Campaign 1 5
Farm - 11 2
Party Pref-
erence 11 14
Religion 2 L7 3
Fhilosephy &
Principles 1 16
Liberal-
Conservative 2 14
Labor 3 2
Personal
Acquaintance 1 8
Government
Contracts
(AEC) 1 -
Reclamation 1 11 x
Birch Society 1 -
Dissatisfac-
tion with
Harding 8
No reason
given 3 22 29

Harding's politieal support was on a shaky foundation from the beginning
of his term, even thouch many were willing to "give him a try." When
ha attacked Mormon Apostle Benson, Harding's unsolidified Republiean
vote in the Church abandoned him. The defection was seen to be stronger,
by the Stake Presidents and Bishops, among "aetive!" Mormon membership
(Tithe-payers), and in the smaller rural areas.

Bishops tended to be more influenced in their voling by the
Harding-Benson incident than Stake Presidents.

Harding, at no time, was accused of simming in his attack on

Benson, but was eritieized for mixing the Church in polities, instead of
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handling his personal complaints within the ranks of the Church,t

The gusstiommaire indicates that the involvement of the Mormon
Church in the 1994 congressional election played a significant role in
the defeat of Harding. Political unrest was evident in many areas of
the District, and the Church issue could have played the decliding role
in finally influencing the decision of Mormon voters in the District to

vote for Hansen and/or against Farding.

1ﬂf interest is this statement by a Mormon leader: "There has

been no instance in this Church of a persen's beinz in the least
eurtailed in the privlilegze ef speaking his honest sentinents. It

cammot be shown in the history of this people that a man has ever been
injured, either in person, property, or character, for openly expressing,
in the proper time and place, his objections to any man holding authority
in this Church, or for assigning his reasons for such objections,”
Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, as auoted in John A, Widtsoe,
Prigsthood and Church Goversment (Salt Lake City: Dosoret Book

Cnm]ﬂam?'r 19_5"4}1 P 194,




CHAPTER X
INTERVIENS WITH STAKE PRESIDENTS

Interviews with six Stake Fresidents of the Mormon Church in
the Second District were held from December 23, to Decerber 28, 1965.
Those participating in the interviews were:
President Stephen L. Smith, Malad Stake
President James 4. Criddle, Portneufl Stake
President Homer 5, Satterfield, Alaneds Stake
President Willis R. Ward, West Poecatello Stake
President Ross C. Lee, Gooding Stake
President Lloyd A, Hamilten, Twin Falls Stake
This writer visited each in his office or home and was impressed
with the eszndor of the men in responding to questions pesed to then.
Respecting thelr confidences, me names will be attached to the comments
following, but each expressed permlssion to vse any information brought

forward in the inteorviar in writing this thesis.

Mormen Church Polilical Invelvement

All six Stake Fresidents expressed the opinion that Harding!s
speech in Septerber, 1563, eriticizing Ezra Taft Benson damaged Harding's
politieal support among Church members, but only two felt it was the
decisive factor in the eampaign. A1l six volunteered the opinien that
active members (tithe-payers) were influenced to suvport Hansen,
basically & "defensive reaction," because of a strong tendency among
Church members to "bend the other way" when they believed the Church was
becoming too involved in scmeone's campaign--in this case, Harding'!s

campaion.
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A1l six emphasized that Harding was within his rights as a Church
member to differ with Benson. They said, however, that using the Floor
of Congress to eritieize a fellow Church member and Church lesader befors
the nation and world, instead of raising the issue in a Church forum was
embarrassing to Church members and caused a general feelince of resentmwent
against Harding for "speakinz out of place." None of the six felt Harding!s
Church membership was in Jeopamdy for eritieizing an Apostle, but
rather that he had not been prudent in using a political pulpit to air
religious differences.

One S5tale President mentioned that, at the Octeober Confersnce of
the Church in 194%, many of the Stake Prosidents from the Second Distriet
discussed the Harding-Benson inecident between meetings. The genoral
egonsensus was that, while few of them had any positive Teelings about
the Birch Society, "Harding had no business taking Church eomplainis o
Conzress. They belong in the Church." The issue appesaved to revolve
around thes propriety of raising in Congress the questionzble connecticon
of the Birch Society with the Mormon Church.

Another Stake President said, "A lot of us here got behind Harding
and supported him in his campalgns befeore, but when I heard him make
that spesech against Ezra Taft Benson in Congress, I realized the damrn
kid wasn't mzture enouth to be thers, Most of us took no part in the
last campaign.”

Two Stake FPresidents felt that the spzech of Harding's against
Benson was made Tor political expediency or teo aid himself politieslly
and as such led to his defeat, Twe said it was probably done for honest
reasons, but rasulted in alienating seome Sscond Mstrict Mormons.

One had no opinioen on the rezson for the speech, and one felt Harding
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had let someone pressure or push him into it.

Farn

Three of the Stake Presidents felt that the farm issue was the
important issue, with particularly ths many small farmers in thelr areas
not being sympathetic to Administration programs. One added that
Harding misgauged Ezra Taft Benson's greater popularity among the farmers,
both Mormon and non-Mermon, in comparison to the present Seeretary of
Agriculture, Orval Freeman. Three felt the farm issue was of little

effect in determining the election result of Harding and Hanssen.

Education
Only one Stake Prasident considered the aspects of education as of
interest, saying that the teachsrs often favered Federal Aid to Educa-

tion programs, but that the average parent was fearful of it.

Libaral-Consarvative

Five folt that their esreas vcre gensrally conservative, but only
two said it had an offect on their Stake membsrship and area residents.
These itwo falt that the srall businessyan and farmer were beconing
gwanped by groring government interference and contrel, and were con-

cerned over ihe trend tovard socialism in the country.

Debt

Three Stake Prosidents eonsidered the issue of national debt and
government spending as having no effect on the vote of lMormons and
residents in their areas, and one more offered the opinion that most
people were confused over the ramifications of tha fedoral debt. Two

were, however, strongly of the feelins that the reaction of most businessmen
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and farmers in their areas, both Mormen and non-Mormon, was of concern
about the debt, and not being able to understand why the povernment
had to operate more and more in the "red." The "woriting man" on

salary was felt to be apathetic toward debt and spending.

Labor
Two Stake Presidents mentionsd that the labor unions had worked
very hard for Hardinz in their areas, but one added that they woere so

outspoken that some benefit accrued to Hansen.

Teton Dam

Two Stake Presidents felt that the Kirwan incident was considered
by many in their Steke areas to be a blackmail attempt and had hurt
Harding. One of these two explained that most people didn't approve
of involving polities in essential projects which reguirs bi-partisan

support.

Canpaisn
Five of the six Stake Presidents felt that the campaipn vwas ths
mnost determining factor in the electicon, and orie felt that most Mormon
minds in his area were made up before the eleclion eampaipn toole place,
Harding was fell to have 2 good perscnal appeal, and to be rmch more
geasoned a5 a campaigner, bul was tled too strongly to the Demoeratic
party line. FHansen was feli to measure up in personal appeal with a
"glesn-cut, honest, all-Amaerican boy" look, who would have a more
independent perspective in Congress. Two felt that Hansen's fresh leok
and handshaking, psrsonal-acquaintance-type campaign was what the peopls
wanted. OCne said he had met only Harding, and liked him and his family

very much.
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B.P.A.
The public-privats power dispute was not interprested by any of the
Stake Presidents as having an effect on the Mormon membership in their

Stake areas.

Kirchar!s Letters

The Stake Presidents felt that this ineldent was of interest only,

but had no vote swaying impaet,

Democratic-Republican Parly Preference

Despite the Republican history of officehliolders on the congress-
ional level, all Stake Presidents indicated that cross-ticket voting was

common among their Mormon membership, based on candidates' gualifications.

Campaiern Finsnces

One Stake President said thet campaign finances had an effect in
his area, and the question wes raised, espscially toward the last of the

campaign, sbout “where was Ralph getting his big money from?"

Sinma

In swmary, the six Stake Presidents felt that, in their Stake
areas, the most important factor in the Harding-Hansen eampaign was the
parsonal campaizn eonducted by each. Both were very parsonable and
Hansen's campaign benefited from dissatisfaction with government prosrams
and polieies by presenting a "fresh, inderendent approach" to the vcters.
Some question of campaign finances on Harding's part was registered.

The Harding-Bonson controversy among Mormons was also held to
contribute to the mood for a change in Cengress, if an alternate choice

wera equally or more acceptable, Government fiscal policies and farm
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pregrams helped to intensify voter dissatisfaction with the current
Administration and those conmnected with it, with the conservative nature
of the Distrlet providing a more favorable reception for Hansen's
conservative-oriented campaign. In some areas, labor union support was
strong for Harding, while Kirwan!s strong endorsement of Earding
involving the Teten Dam was of negative value to him.

B.P.A. and the Harding-Kircher incident were of nogligible effect,
and no ons felt that the general Mormon volter was tied too stronzly to
either party, but rather voted for qualified candidates on a split-

{icket approach.



CHAPIER XI

ELECTION RESULTS AND CONCLUSIORS

The Flection Results

On November 3, the final tally of votes cast for congressional
candidates and presidentlal candidates in the Second District showed

the following:

TABLE 30a=,1964 Coneral Elsetion Vote

Offica Democratic Percentage Republican Percentage
Vote Vote
Prosident 84,788 47 .4 ol 684 52.8
Congressman 84,022 47,8 91,838 52,2

SOURCE: Tdaho, Abstract of Votes Cast at the CGeneral Electicn,
Movember 3, 1964, (fiice of Secretary of State (Bolze), 1965.

Harding received less votss than President Johnson, but a
slightly higher percantage of those cast on the ¢onzressional level
than on the presidential level., This would irdicate that those who
wara attrasted to the Administration, alse voted for Harding, while
those who voted forCGoldwater were hesltant about marking on the
congressional level with the same strength, Table 3 in Chapter I
showed that sinece 1952 the Republican presidential candidate has
consistently rux zhead of the Republican congressional candidate, but

Harding reversed tha pattern on the Dumoeratic side where the congressional
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candidate has consistently run ahead of the presidential candidats,
A comparison of tha 1954 presidential and congressional votes

by county in the Second Distriet is shown in the following table.

TABLE 31--,195%4 Presidential and Congressional Vots

Presldent Coneressnman

County Johhsan Goldwater Harding Hanszen
Ada 19,639 25,404 17,746 26,044
Bannock 13,4873 7,825 13,198 74923
Boar lzke 1,857 1,409 1,608 1,623
Bingham 5,23) 5,964 5,601 L, 980
Blaine 1,293 1,161 1,303 1,106
Bonneville 9,637 10,736 9,766 10,216
Buttie Bu8 649 a4 611
Camas 258 316 283 282
Caribou 1,422 1,303 1,412 1,740
Cassis 2,608 4,009 2,593 3,887
Clark 187 262 185 zlly
Elmore 2,310 1,857 2,327 1,716
Franklin 1,583 2,400 1,643 2,235
Frermont 1,970 1,945 2,017 1,845
Goodine 1,848 2,527 1,913 2,383
Jeffer-en 2,061 2,740 2,239 2,474
Jergma 1,828 Fi L3 1,904 2,977
Lincoln 617 969 638 921
Madison 1,949 2,101 2,149 1,852
Minidoks 2,827 3,111 2,906 2,829
Onsdda 768 1,111 1,142 717
Ouyhes 1,148 1,216 1,189 1,150
Power 1,161 956 1,119 =il
Teton 508 675 Lba) by d
Twin Fells 7.638 11,518 TiTE? 10,886

oo r——

SQURCE: TJdaho, Sesralary of State, Abstrzet of Voles Cast al the
Goneoral Elechion, November 3, 1904, (Bolss, 1965).

As showm in Table 31, Johnson won in eight counties whsreas Harding
woni in thirteen. Seven of the eipht were in counties also won by
Harding. Johnson made up for the other five counties by pulling a
mnch largor vote in populous Ada County (70.2 per cent urban) than

Hardine, though both failed to earry the county,
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Hansen carried eleven of the seveniesen countias won by Goldwater,
but received less wvotes in all but two of them. In total, Goldwater
received more votes in tweniy of the twenty-five counties than Hansen,
and Johnson received more votes than Harding in only eight counties,
This would indicate that Harding's strength was greater than Johnsen's
in seventeen counties, whereas the heavy pull of Johrson over Harding in

Ada county did not give Harding "coat=tail" assistance,

Conclusions

Generale-,As shown in the graph in Figure 2, the Democratic
Becond Congressions]l Distriet vote sinece 1932 has been in the range
of 37,000 to 67,000, In 1860, with the most dynamic and exeiting campaign
ever staged in the Sgcond District--at least by a Demoeratic candidate for
Congress-~Harding won the Second Distriet congressional seat by 90,161,
the largest numbar of votes ever cast on the Demoecratie side of the
ticket for Congress., This radical jump is showm in Table 32,

He evidently picked up many thousarnds of inactive Republican
voies as well es many Democratic snd Independent votes. Harding
retained his newly-won constituency to an zmazing degree in {the 1562
election, which was an off-yesr, non~presidential election year, He
lost only 7,009 votes while the Republicen side of the tickat received
11,897 less votes than in 1960,

In 1964, Harding inorsased his vole to 58,022, a gain of 670
. votes over 1942, By waging the same styls of energetiec campaipgn as
Barding did in 1960, Hansen went out and »ounded up an inecrease in the
Republican constituency of 17,5627 votes to raise the Republican total to
91,638 votes, This point should perhaps be emphasized: Harding did

not suffer a loss in his total votes received from 1962 to 1954, but
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Figure 2--.Graph of Second Distriect Voting, 1920-1966
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TABLE 32--,Congressionsl Voting Patterns, 1920-1966

Year Demoeratic Republican Margin Total Vote (Progressives)

1966% 33, 348 79,024 s, 676 112,372

196% 84,022 91,838 7,814 175,860

1962 83,152 T 203 8,549%* 157,355

1960 90,161 86,100 4,061%% 176,261

1958 6l , 214 78,553 14,539 142,768

1956 60,552 90,738 30,186 151,290

1954 52,861 81,824 28,963 134,290

1952 52,692 103, 047 50,355 155,739

1950 50,255 66,946 16,711 117,221

1948 59,006 61,690 2,684 120,696

1644 41,231 63,692 22,461 104,923

1944 56,249 61,751 7,443 111,941

1942 37,815 45,805 7,990 83,620

1940 61,726 69,840 8,078 131,530

1936 47,199 5, 527 7,328 101,726

1976 67,238 43,834 23,400+ 111,072

1934 57,547 37,200 20,347%% Ol 747

1932 58,138 46,273 11,865+* 104,411

1930 27,054 43,342 16,288 70,396

1928 29, L4z 53,236 23,79k 82,678

1925 11,259 k0,960 29,701 67,567 {15.ﬁsag
1924 13,470 4,365 20,895 81,192 (23,357
1922 19,875 33,206 13,331 69, 531 (16,450
1920 29,130 49,642 20,512 78,772

*Reapportioned in 1965 **Democratic Margins

S0URCE: Statistics of the Gensral Elections, compiled by the Clerk
-of the House of Representatives: 1920-1966,

rather received en increase, He retained his ballot<box appeal; with
a slight inersase, while his Republican opponent evidently succesded
in bringing back to his side a large numbor of voters who had voted
for Bapublican candidates in the past, and Harding in 1550,

The race bstwoen Harding and Hansen was an epoch in many ways.
They were likely two of the most indefatigable campaigners to ever appear
on the Idaho political scene. Harding won the reputation of being an
incessant and tireless campalgner, starting with his defeat of Budge



172

in 1960, and again over Orval Hansen in 1962, In 1964, George Hansen
matched him in cempaigning ability.

Both Hansen ard Harding had advantages and disadvantages., Harding
had the tremendous prestige of the congressional office, with full
staff, a continuing campalgn organization and abundant eontacts built
up while in offiece. Hansen had the advantage of running in a district
which 1s generally Republican on the congressional level, usually
15,000 to 30,000,

These contrasting advantages pretty well offset each cther, It
was Hansen's aggressive and organlzed offensive and a certain anti-
Harding feeling which apparently decided the issue, Evidently, many
pecple wers ready to vote for a change in Congress in 1964 if they felt
they had someone as good or bellter te choose {ron.

Both Harding and Hansen were crusaders for their points of view,
Harding as a libeyal and Hansen as a econservative, Harding's liberality
was not oul of step with the national trernd of the Kennedy and Jchnson
Adninistration as much as it was out of step wilh the views of residents
of the Second District, Hls commitment to medicare, BPA, full legisliative
reapportiorment, labor, government farm programs, forsign aid appicach
to weaning Cormunist satellite nations from Soviet domination, ete,, was
turned against him in his conservative-orisnted diztriet,

Wheie othar liberals, such as Senzbtor Church, have survived
with such viewvolints, Herding did not, largely bacause of the way he
espoused them. Hiz nature did not permit him to temper his emotional
commitment with the political realities of his constitusnoy, whiech had
no such commitment teo his eauses,

As with Burns Croek, BPA, and Benson, with Harding it was z cass
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of 211 or nothing, and this led him into nesdless political risks. The
head-on eollision with the Bireh Socisty is an example, as thero

were by and large no Society members in the Second Distriet in 1963,
and only a few in 1964, The Birch Society cculd have been dealt with
from his congressional office without involving Ezra Taft Benson and
tha Mormon Church in Congress. Trying to gloss over prior reclamation
problems by taking eredit prematurely for the Teton project is a

second example, The elash with private powsr companies in a private-
enterprise-oriented state over the extension of EPA into southern

Idaho is another example.

Harding's irascible nature led him to impetusus encounters and
eonflicts with his constituency, as with ths Farm Bureau, Dr. Kircher,
Grant Kilbourne of Simplot's, the Benson affair, and others who disagreed
with hin,

He made Budge's mistake of rumiaing on his record sgainst an
unsearred, young, dynamie opponent who pullsd the politiecal pendulum
of a conservalive district back from 1is four-year swesp inte Liberaliswm.

Caught up with the national Democratie party attaek on Goldwater
as an extremist and a eaptive of the Birch Ssciety, Harding and the Statls
Democratic Chaivman, zs well as the labor unions and some of Harding's
campaign staff, concentrated their campaign apgeinst the John Birech
Society and extremism. The dedicated Goldwater and Fansen workers in
Idaho were aprarently nol concerned with the extremism lssue, They
delivered literziura espousing their candidates' and the conservative
cause into every househcld and ignored the effort to taint the CGOP
candidates with tha Sociaty.

Harding's concern with the Birech Society, and what it was going

to do to him for cpposing it, caused hin to suspsct almost any one of
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differing viewpoint as having connections with the Society. Hansen's
tolsrance of the BEirch Society in early 1964 presumably added up in
Bavrding's mind to affiliation if not membership of Hansen with the
Sociely.

Hansen's aggressive recaction to this assumption on Harding's
part contributed to the emotlonally charge debate between the two which
centered on campalgn finances of each other, as much as on issues.
Hansen's constant attack with the issues he saw--debt, spending,
Communism, farm problema--kept Harding on the defensive, always explaining
and trying to justify his position to the conservative-minded Second
District voter.

On Hansen's side, it must be observed that he fought against
tremendous odds to win, First, there was little question that he was
not the favorite of the state Republican leaders. He barely goi enough
convention delegates for the required 20 per cent, and then had to
best the other two favorsd Republican contendersin the primary. This
he did with his prolifie handshake, ready smile and lots of siwe
leather.

In the general election campaipn, Hansen's big smile, incessant
handshaking, and perscnality sparked party workers. His campalgn
organization functionazd strongly in svery county, espeelally in Ada
County, where a young lawyer, Craig Mareus, and his lawyer father
succesded in welding the organizaticnal strengths of the Smylis Republi-
cans and Coldwater Rapublieans with the primary election organization
already built up, Winning the Distriet by 7,814 votes, Hansen received
an 8,298 vote margin in Ada County. This was 5,038 votes more than
the Republican congressional candidate received in Ada Ceunty in 1962, and

was suffieient to be the winning marpin for Hansen,
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The overall strength of Hansen's organization can be seen again
in that Harding won the ecrucial Upper Snake River Valley countlies Ly
only 159 votes, as totaled in Table 33, when the margin in 1962 was
2,212, ard 5,13% in 1960,

TABLE 33=--.Votes by Counties, Upper Snake River Valley, 1964

County Harding Hansen Total Margin

Binghan 5,601 L 980

Bonneville 9,766 10,214

Clark 185 204

Fremont 2,017 1,845

Jefferson 2,239 2,474

Madison 2,149 1,852

Teton 540 727
1964 TOTAL 22,497 22,333 159
1962 TOTAL 20,950 18,738 2,212
1960 TOTAL 24,949 19,815 5,134

SOURCE: Idaho, Secretary of State, Abstract of Votes Cast at the
Gensral Eiections 1950-1066 (Boise, Idaho? 1967).

In 1960, the 5,13% vote margin gainsd in the Upper Srnake River
Valley by Harding balanced off the bulge Budge recsive in Ada of 5,495

votes, and Harding's large win in Bannock providad the winning balance,
The drop in 1968 to a 159 vote margin may be partly due to the Kiirwan
ineident, which (as a threstened reprisal if Harding were not re-elected)
did not sel well with the Independent Second District voters,

From 1960 te 1964, Harding ran very strong in Bannsek, no deubt
larpaly die toa the strang labor erdorsement affecting 14,000 menbers arnd
their families, winning by 5,275 votes in 1964, In 1956, the labor
endorsenent did not zo apiins, Hansens re-elsction bid as in 1964,
and hs reverded the trend and carried Baymmoek by 4,293 voles, the first

time since Dudee ran with Bisenhower in 1952, as seen in Table 34,

lInfﬂﬂnatiﬁn received from Labor Templs, Poecatello, Idaho,
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TABLE 34w=.Bannock County Vote Pattern, 1950-1966

Year Democratic Republican Margin

1964 6,850 11,143 4,293(R)
1964 13,198# 74923 5,275(D)
1962 11,586+ 6,116 5,470(D
1960 13,796% 7,215 6,581(D
1958 10,501 74073 3,428(D)
1956 9,372 8,715 &57(D
195k 8,574 8,074 500(D
1952 8,953 9,883 930(R
1950 6,891 5,554 1,337(0)

¥Harding was the candidats,

SOURCE: Bannock County, Auditor's Office, Abstracts of Votes
Cast at the Gensral Elactions, (Pocatelle, Idaho: 1967).

With Hansen having roughly equal strength in most counties with
Harding in 1964, the Bannock County margin for Harding of 5,275 was
offset by the heavy margins given to Hansen by the ecentral Magic Valley

covnties, 25 shown in Table 35.

TABLE 35-=,Central Magie Valley Vote Fatiern, 1964

County Harding Harisen Margin
Cassia 2,593 3,887 1,294%
Jerome 1,904 2,977 1,073
Twin Palls _7.727 10,886 22259,
1964 Total 12,224 17,750 5,526
1962 Total 13,035 1, 270 1,185
1960 Total 13,315 16,309 3,954

SOURCE: TIdaho, Secrelary of State, Abstract of Votes Cast zt ihe
General Election, 1950-1966, (Boisuo, ldahc: 1967).

Here.again Hansen had an extensive operational organization
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which worked hand-in-glove with the Goldwater precinat workers, but
meinteined s separate finaneial structurs for publicity. Goldwater
carried the area in 1964 by 6,566 votes,

Bural and Urban--.In order to assess ths rural and urban

aspects of the 1964 vote between Harding and Hansen, Table 36 has been

constructed to afford an analysis by percentage.

TABLE 36==.Rural and Urban Population Percentages

County Urban® Rural County Carried by
Harding Hansen

State-Wide k7.5 52.5

Second Distriect 51,4 48,6

Ada 70.2 29,8 *®

Bannock 79 .4 20,6 x

Boar Lake 4,0 56,0 x

Bingham 35.4 6iy .6 x

Blainre 0.0 100.0 x

Bormeville 70.7 29.3 x

Batte 0.0 100.0 x

Camas 0.0 100.0 x

Caribou 0.0 100,0 x

Cassiza hé .6 23k x

Clark 0.0 10a.0 x

Elmore 35.8 64,2 X

Franklin 43.0 £7.0 x

Framont 3.1 68,3 x

Gooding 28,8 71,2 x

Jefferson 0.0 100, x

Jorome Lo,7 59.3 x

lineoln Q.0 100.0 x

Madison 50.6 Lok x

Minidoka 28.9 71.1 x

Cmeida 0,0 100.0 x

Owyhee 0.0 100.0 x

Powar 0.0 100.0 x

Teton ¢.0 100.0 X

Twin Falls 55.4 43.6 L x
13 "1z

*Places over 2,500

SQURCE: Idahe, Seeretary of Stats, Abstract of Votes Cast at the General

Elections, 1950-1966, (Boise, Idaho: 1967). the 10th Dacenmial
Census, p. 14-16.
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In the rural-urban analysis, Harding picked up seven of
elevan strongly rural counties (over 75 per cesnt), but the sparse
population did not benefit his votetotal much., These rural counties
had an average of 2,000 votes, and they were faidy evenly split, with
‘Harding gaining a lead of only 482 votes, an average of L4 votes per

county.

TABLE 37~a,Counties Voting a Majority for Harding in 1964, by Rural

Parcentage
Rural Countias

Percentage Won lost Harding Hansen Margin
Over 75% 7 i 10,924 10,442 +  h#2z
50-75% 4 5 22,512 2,475 - 1,963
25-50% 1 3 37,388 L8, 995 -11,610
Under 25% 4 0 13,198 192 + 5,275

13 12 84,022 91,838 - 7,816

SOURCE: Calculated from Abstract of Voles Cast at ths General
Elections, 1950~1964,

Harding began te lose more heavily as the rural percentage
decreased, Of the nine countiss with 50=75 per cant rural population,
he lost an averaga of 217 votes per county, and in the four counties
with a 25=50 per cent rural percsntage, he lost an average of 2,903
votes per county. The exception to this trend wes Bannock County, with
its heavy margin of 5,275 for Harding, in the less than 25 per cent
rural population bracket.

This analysis indicates that Harding did not lose strongly
in the couﬁtias with 50 per cent or more rural population. He lost

the election in the more wrban counties with 50 per cont or niore urban
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populations. This would lend little general support to a farmer
rebellion against Harding, but rather strengthen the conclusien that
other than farm issues were the determining factors in Hansen's
victory.

As shown in Table 38, Harding's vote-getting appeal in the
rural areas in 1962 was much more significant, He won an average of
332 votes per county in the over-75 per cent rural countiss, 13 votss
per county in the 50-75 per cent elass, and lost an average of 839
votes per county in the 25-50 per cent rural counties. The highly
urban county of Bannock continued its strong majority for Harding, with
5,470 votes,

TABLE 38--.Counties Voting a Majority for Harding in
1962, By Rural Percentacge

Rural Counties Votes
Percentagza Won Lost Gained Lost Margin
Over 75% 10 1 11,695 8,379 + 3,319
50-75% 8 1 23,115 19,399 + 3,716
25-50% 1 3 36,753 40,309 - 3,556
Under 25% 3 — 11, 586 6,116 + 5,470
TOTALS 20 5 83,152 74,203 488,949

SOURCE: Caleculated from Abstract of Votes Cast at tha
Ganeral Bleoctiens, 1950-1964 for Tdaho.

It is in the comparison of 1962 and 1954 rural county vote
totals that the rural factor in Harding's loss is detocted, as shown
in Table 39.
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TABLE 39--.Comparison of 1962 and 1964 Votes for
Harding by Rural Percentage

Paﬁg::%aga Hg:ugéégs wg;u?;éﬂs ch;;ﬁ;iin
Over 757 20 7 - 2,837
50-75% 8 4 - 5,679
25-50% 1 1 - 8,054
Under 25% 2 1 =399

TOTALS 20 13 -16,765

SOURCE: Caleculated from Abstract of Votss Cast at
the General Elections, 1950-1%¢4 for Idaho.

Table 39 shows a drop of seven rmiral counties in 1964 from the
twenty counties giving Farding a majority in 1952, The shift in tha
margin is somswhat greater for the over-50 per cent rural counties
(8,516), than in the under-50 per cent rural counties (8,289). This
comparison would give weignt to the conclusion that large farmer
dissatisfaction influenced Harding's defeat in 1964,

As seen in Table 40, after gaining a large increase in 1960,
Harding's rural vote consistently slipped away from him from 1950 to
1964, while ho recovered voles in the mors urban ecunties in 1954
over 1962. This indicates again that the move rural and farm aveas
wera not remaining satisfied with Harding's efforts in their behalf,
A comparison of Table 40 with the Republican vole pattern shows a
significant correlation., This is shown in Table 41,

The over-50 per cent rural Republican vota had been gradually

increasing to 1964, with the exception of the off-year election in 1962.
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TAELE 40~~,Comparison of 1958-1964 County Democratiec Vote
By Rural Percontape

Fural (D) Hardine
Percentage 1958 1960 1962 1964
Over 75% 9,191 12,256 11,698 10,924
50-75% 17,358 24,370 23,155 22,512
TOTALS 24, 549 36,626 34,813 33,436
25-50% 27,164 39,739 36,753 37,388
Under 25§ 10,501 13,796 11,152 12,022
TOTALS 37,665 53,535 47,905 50,410

SOURCE: Calculated from Absiract of Voles Cast at the
Goneral Elections, 1950-1504 for ldaho,

TABLE 4)--.Comparison of 1953-1364 County Vete for Repub-
lican Candidates by Rural Porcvenltage

— s
i— p—

Rural
Percontage 1958 1960 1962 1964
Over 75% 10,059 9,761 8,379 10, b2
5075 21,872 23.512 19,329 24,475
TOTALS 31,971 33,273 27,778 34,917
25-50% 39,509 45,612 k0,309 48,998
Under 25% 12073 L2213 6,116 —£:923
TOTALS b6, 582 52,827 k6, 425 56,921

SOQURCE: Caleulszted from Abstract of VWotes Cast at the
General Elections, 1950-100h for Idaho.

The urban Hepublican vole patiern was similar, bul was apparently
more volatile. The Democratic and Republiecan urban vote totals both

fell more than 6,000 votes in 1962, Farding, however, racovered onl)
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about 2,500 votes as compared to Hansen's inerease of 10,500,

To rezap, Harding lost 3,190 votes from 1960-1964 in the
over-50 per cent rural counties, while the Republiecan ecandidates
gained 1,634 votes, Harding lost votes to the Republicvan side, and
also some who would evidently volte for neither party's candidate in
1954, In the rural counties, Hansen attracted only half of Hawmding's
loss to his side of the ballot.

Harding lest a very similar number, 2,947, in the urban
counties in the trend from 1960-1984., The Republican incresse in
this same period was 4,094 votes, which indicates that although
Harding had an over-all genaral decrease, he apparently lest the race
in the more urban areas wvhere Hansen picked up all that Harding lost,
plus additional latent votes,

Table 41 also shows this trend from 1962 to 1964, In the rural
counties, Harding lest 1,377 voles in this perdoed, whils Hansen
picked up a gain of 7,139 votes., In the more urban countiss, Hardine
wori an insresse of 2,249 votes, and Fansen inereased 10,496 votes
over 1962, The margins of 8,516 in the rural counties and 8,249 in
the urban counties are close as showm in Table 39, but Hanscn evidently
secored his groatost sucecesses in the more urban areas, Hansen's
broadly~besed, personal-approach-type campalgn into every area of
the Istricte=rural snd urbane-brought kim a viectory by incrsasing
his vote in every county over the Republican candidate in 1952, and
all but nine counties over the Republican candidate in 1560,

Mormon Churche-,In 1950, when relizisn became an issue, with

Harding running a5 an "activa" Mormon zgainst an "inactiva™ Mormon,

Harding unsxpectedly drew 29,947 mors votss than his Democratic
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predecossor in 1958, He received more votes in every county than the
Democratic congressional cardidates of 1956 and 1958 received.2 Since,
as shown in Table 43, 36.7 per cent of the Second Distriet population
is Mormon, the conelusion that Harding lost 70 per cent of the Mormon
vote in 1564 because of his eritieism of Ezra Taft Benson appaars
patently untrue, as there was never a shift of over 5 per cent of the
total vote from 1960 to 1962 to 1964, as seen in Table 42, Table 16
also indicates that Hansen received 56.9 per cent and Farding got

37.3 per cent of the general Mormon vote in 1G04,

TABLE 42-.,Percentsge of Second Distriect Vetes
By Party Sinee 1950

Year Republican Deinocratic
1966 70.3% 29, 7%
1964 52.2 7.8
1962 L7.2 52.8
1950 L8.8 51,2
1956 55.0 Ls5.0
1956 60.0 Lo.o
1954 60.0 39.2
1952 66,2 33.8
1450 57.1 Lz,9

SOUNCE: Statistics of the Conpressional Flections,
conpiled by the Clerk of ths House of
Representatives: 15201966,

The fact that Harding zlso received more toial votes in 1984
than 1962 does not initially lend strength to his contention that he
was voted oul of office by people who had previcusly voted for him,

specifically referving to the Mormon wvote, The eriticism of Ezra Taft

3Idaha, Secretary of State, Abstract of Votes Cast at the
General Flections, 1950-1955 (Boise, Idaho: 1967).




TABLE 43—, Mormen Population and Harding's Vetas, 1960-1964

Lvmreecimgta® Mormien

1660 Total Ter (D) Hardine's Vote
County FPoruleation Population Cemt 1958 1960 1562 198h

Adg 93,460 8,750 9ol 13,353 18,691 18,223 17,746
Barmosk by, 342 23,000 LG,6 10,501 13.796 11,586 13,198
Beax Lake 7,148 7,000 ag8,0 1,416 1,736 1,925 1,608
Bingham 28,218 14,700 52.1 3,769 6,068 L, G473 5,601
Blaine 44598 1,000 2557 1,111 1,316 1,410 1,303
Benneville 46,906 23,300 49,7 6 rlidy 10,828 B, 553 9,765
Butte 3,458 2,100 69,3 956 1,046 879 87
Camas oy 125 13.6 26 316 321 283
Caribon 54976 Iy 600 770 1,130 1,505 1,499 1,412
Caszia 16,121 10,600 65.8 1,766 2,931 3,019 2,553
Clark 915 50 55 127 179 219 185
Elmcrs 16,719 1,200 P2 1,919 2,681 2,343 2,327
Franklin 8,457 8,300 o8.1 1,451 1,559 1,608 1,643
Fremont 8,679 L, 850 56.0 1,679 2,2h2 2,063 2,017
Gooding Q5 1,400 1,7 1,703 2,112 2,101 1,913
Jefferson 11,5872 9,000 7.1 1,984 2,813 2,303 2,239
Jercma 11,712 2,000 17.1 1,772 2,280 2,208 1,904
Tineoln 3,686 1.200 32.5 g1y 803 45 638
Yadizen 9,417 4,640 Ole7 1,397 2,116 2,105 2,149
Minidola 1, 350 500 31.3 1,883 2,761 2,689 2,906
Cwhyee 6,375 1,200 18,8 932 1,240 1,257 1,189
Paroye 4,111 2,105 Sl 856 1,032 1,09 1,119
Teton 2,639 2,300 87.1 L29 699 Tl 540
Twin Falls k1,842 5,700 13.5 5,970 2 100 7,872 72727

TOTALS 109,549 150,450 36.7 64,215 90,161 83,152 84,022

{Corresponding Republican Totals . o 4 « « « + « 78,553 86,100 74,207 91,838

*Pirures calenlsted from questicimaire o Second District Stake President in 1965,

SOURCE: Ths Michteenth Deservinl Census, p. 15; Abstrect of Votes, 1350-1966,

]
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Bonson by Harding took place in 1963, and Harding's vote total shows
an increase in his 1964 vote. Apparently Harding's basic voter
constitueney remained loyal to him after the Benson ineldent.

Turning to an analysis of the Mormon vote, Table 43 provides
a2 brezkdown of Harding's vote totals in relation to the Mormon
population.

The general pattern of voting, in a comparison of 1962 and 1964
congressional vote teotals, shows that Harding lost ground significantly
in every county with less than 25 per cent Mormon population. e
advanced heavily in three out of the four counties with 25-50 per cent
Mormon population. He won two out of five counties in the 50-75
per cent bracket and lost six out of seven counties with over 2 75

per cant ratio, as shown in Table Li,

TABLE 44-.County Vota for Harding in 1964 As Compared to 1962

Mormons — Counties Votes Total
In County Won Lost Won lost Gain Loss
Over 75% 1 6 Ly 929 876
50-75% 2 3 661 W77 184
25-50% 3 1 3,0k 107 2,935
Below 254 S 9 1,373 s 4373
TOTALS 7 18 3,747 2,877 870

SOURCE: Idaho, Secreiary of State, Absiract of Votes, 1950-1966.

Harding found his increase in counties where the Mormon and
non-lormon balance was nearly even, especially whers the Mormons were

a large minority. He lest heavily where Mormons were a distinetly
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small minority and where they were strongly in the majority.

Harding earried sixteen counties in 1960, twenty counties in
1962, and thirteen counties in 1964, Interestingly, twelve counties
voted a majority for him at all thres elections. The ecounties that

voted a majoerity for Harding at each election include the following:

TABLE 45--.Counties Voting for Harding Consecutively

1960-1964
Parcentage

County Mormon 1960 1962 1564
Bannock U6 .6 13,796 11,586 13,198
Bingham 52.1 6,068 4,963 5,601
BElaine 21.7 1,316 1,410 1,303
Butte 60,3 1,046 879 874
Camas 13.6 316 321 283
Caribon 77 .0 1,505 1,499 1,412
Elmorea 7.2 2,681 2,343 2327
Fremont 56,0 2,242 2,063 2,017
Madizon 91.7 2,116 2,105 2,145
Minidoka 31.3 2,761 2,689 2,906
Oneida 75.9 1,307 1,225 1,142
Power 51.1 1,032 1,096 1,119

SQURCE: TYdaho, Secretary of State, Abatract of Votes, 1?59—1%§§.

This breakdown can be made more meaningful by grouping, percesntage.
wise, the countles according to thelr Mormon populations, as shown in
the following tables. With the exceptions of Blaine, Camas, Elmore and
Minidoka counties, every ccnsistently loyal Harding county was in eastern
Idaho, whers the Mormon population was balaneed with or in the majority
over non-Mormons,

In 1962, Harding received his largest decrease in votes in those
loyal counties that had a 25-50 per cent Mormon population, and his

slightest loss in counties with over 75 per cent Mormon populatien,
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His loss pattern was thus the heaviest in those counties with large
mixtures of Mormon and non-lMormon population, and least when their
majority or minority percentages were most dominant, OCf the distriet-
wide 7,009 vote decrease from 1960 te 1962 for Harding, 4,007 votes
were lost in his twelve consistently loyel counties, and therefore
3,002 votes in the cther counties, See Table 46,

TABLE 46--,Counties Voting for Harding Consecutively
1960-1962 by Percentage of Mormon Population

Mormon Counties 1960 to 1962  County
Percentage Won 1962 Vote Less Average
Over 75% 3 99 - 33
50-75% 4 1,387 - 347
25-50% 2 2,282 =1,141
Under 25% 3 _219 -__ B0

TOTALS 12 &, 007 - 33

SOURCE: Idsho, Secretary of State, Abstract of Votes,
lgﬁﬂ-lﬂéﬁ.

In 1964, Harding reversed the pattern, and made the heaviest
gains in his strong counties which had a 25-50 per cent and & 5075
par cent Mormon population, respactively., Ha continued to experlence
a slight decline in counties with predominant majority and minordity
Mormon populations. With a District-wide 870 vote increase from
1962 to 1264 for Harding, 2,172 votes were gained in his consistently
loyal counties, with 1,302 votss boing lost in the othar thirteen
counties., This gain of 2,172 votes was 54.2 per cent of the 4,007

votes lost in 19562 in these twelve loyal countios. See Table 47,
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TABLE 47-~.Counties Voting for Harding Consecutively
1962-1964, by Percentage of Mormon Population

Mormon Counties 1962 to 1964 County
Percentage Won 1964 Gain Loss Average
Over 75% 3 126 - b2
50-75% 4 610 +153
25-50% 2 1,849 +925
Under 25% 3 161 -~ 5b

TOTALS 12 2,59 181 +181

TﬂTﬁLﬂ'ﬁ.m...... .2.1?2

SQURCE: 1Idsho, Seecreiary of State, Abstract of Votas,
;255-1266.

The instabllily of the middle groupings could be due io several
reascns. In light of the large increase of these counties for Harding
in 1964 over 1962 (2,172), it could be speeulated that this was 2
defensive vote for Harding to show unity to non-Mormon neighbors, who
ware of roughly squal rumbers, However, since the increase in 1964
largely cams from Bannock County wlth its 14,000 labor union membors,
this would tend to negate the "defensive" hypothesis,

There were four counties that never gave Harding a majority
during his three election contesis, and their Mormon population was
small as shovm in Table 4B. A1l four counties voted against Harding
in 1964 by vory decisive margins. The gain from 1962-64 of 8,772
was more than enough to furnish Hansen's winning margin of 7,816
votes in 19064,
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TABLE 4Bea,Counties with No Harding Majority at Any Time

Mormon Margin of lLoss
Counly Percentage 1960 1962 1964
Ada 9.4 5,495 2,784 8,298
Jerome 17.1 502 256 1,073
Linecoln 3245 95 g EBB
Twin Falls 13.6 2,797 985 3,159
TOTALS 8,889 4,034 12,813

SQURCE: Idaho, Secretary of State, Abstrect of Votes,
19591966,

Harding did net "lose" that many more votes, but the oppesition

pieked up mors from the electorate, as shown in Table 49,

TABLE 49--.County Vote by Number, 1960 to 196%.

]
" i

Harding Budge 0. Hansen G, Hansen
County 1950 1962 196l 1660 1962 1961
Ada 18,691 18,223 17,746 24,186 21,007 25, 0l
Jerome 2,280 2,204 1,904 2,782 2,018 2,977
Iincoln 803 74 638 £98 753 921
Twin Falls 8,104 7,872 7,727 10,901 8,858 10,886
TOTALS 29,878 25,044 28,015 38,767 32,636 H0, 526

SOURCE: Idaho, Secretary of State, Abstract of Votes, 1950-1966.

The above tzble would seem o indicats that Harding had a
generally eonsistent voting constiiuency in these four counties which
carried over from his 1950 election victory, whereas the Republican
candidates had a less consistent poll apresl, A laree secment of the
Republiean vote went into Fhibernation" in 1942, and returned to vote

for the Republican candidate in 1964, with perhaps mvch of the additional
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vote being attracted from Harding's 1960 and 1952 vote dropout.

In those counties which did not give Harding a "consistent"
majority or minority, as shown in Table 50, there was a numerical
balancing of about 2,500 votes which shifted from 1950 to 1944 from
Harding to the Republican side, Harding lost his votes in 1962 and
Hansen picked them up in 1964, which indicates an anti-Harding or pro-

Hansen Yormon vote in these counties.

TABLE 50--,Counties Not Giving Consistent Majorities for Harding 1960-1964

Percentace Harding Budze D, Hansen G. Hausen
Counties 1960 1952 1954 1960 1952 1964
Bear lake 1,736 1,925 1,608 1,695 1,076 1,623
Over ?5% Frﬂnklin 1] 559 115&3 1, 6[}3 21 21? 11 ?GE 21235
Jefferson 2,813 2,303 2,239 2,095 2,018 2,07
Teton 699 7k 540 554 479 727
50-75% Cassia 2,831 3,019 2,593 3 f2h 2,962 3,887
TOTAL
OVER 507 9,738 9,799 B,623 10,217 8,237 10,646

25507 Bonneville 10,628 8,553 9,766 8,644 8,863 10,216

Clark 179 219 185 270 208 244
Under 25% Gooding 2,12 2,101 1,913 2,262 2,030 2,383
Owyhes 1,240 1,257 1,189 1,262 659 1,150
TOTAL
UNDER 50% 14,359 12,130 13,053 12,458 12,070 13,993
GRAND TOTAL 2k, 097 21,929 21,676 22,675 20,307 2h,939

SOURCE: Tdaho, Seerstary of State, Abstract of Votes Cast, 1950-.1966,

In this regard, Herding's less frem 1962 to 1964 took place largely in
counties 6f over-50 per cent Mormen population where his total vote

rose slightly feom 9,738 in 15950 to 9,799 in 1962 and fell to £,623 in 1954,
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In counties of less than 50 psr cent Mormon population, Harding
foll from 14,359 votes in 1960 to 12,130 votes in 1962 and then regained
half of that loss in 19654 with a 13,053 vote total.

The Republican cpposition had a gemerally cpposite parallel.

In the over-%0 per cent Mormon population counties, the vote total
fell sharply from 1960 to 1962 and then regained the 1952 loss plus
Harding's 1964 loss, 1o have 2 higher total in 1954, In countles with
less than 50 per ceat Mormon population, the Total fell slightly and

then regained that plus Harding's loss in 196k,

Final Conclusions

This analysis of the 1964 congressional election has shown the
following factors to have been of ths most importanee in the defeatl of
Harding and the €lsciion of Hansen.

1: The Traditional Revublican arntd Condevyative Natore of Lthe

Second Disirictew.Harding did not make his office rapresentative of

this conservative facotr, end incurred 2 growing disszatisfaction among
his censtituvency. This dissatisfactlion was heightoned by trends and
influences on the nsticnal Isvel, Hanssn gearsd his approach teo the
ecnservetive attitnde of the Distriet and found a positive responss,

2. Cendidates! Campaiegnses,Harding did not wtilize his perseoml-

approach-typa canpaign in 1964, as he had in 1960 and 1962, This was

due to (=) his Jato congressional session; (b) the over abundance of
outsof-stats guests which oseupied his tima, (e¢) his feeling that he

was already woll-known and could now run more on his record, and (d) his
undorestimation of Hanzon's cempaign effort. After two terms in Congress,
instead of deronsirating & more sophisticated approach with his campalgn

finances, his campsign still had the appearance of the "novice amateur,®
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using small 4' x B' billboards along the highways. This fact econtributed
to a feeling that he was not really growing into the job as he should.
Hansen's campaien was geared to the rural nature of the stats,
but was organized to catch psople's interast. Starting in May, when
hs filed his petition of candidacy, Hansen campaigned incessantly among
Distriet voters in every hamlet and town. By November 3, with the
dedicated and effective support of his campaizn organization, a grass-
roots ground-swell carried him into vifice, After several encounters
vith Harding, Hansen emerged on the offensive znd Harding never regained
his less. A vigorous grass-roots eampaipgn by the Republiean pariy, which
overshadowed ths Democratic campaign effort, coniributed to voter
interest in the Republican candidates.

3. The Involvement of the Mormon Church--.Harding's speech

against Ezra Taft Benson weakened his support amonz many Mormon Republiecan
voters who had votsd for him, as well a5 some dissatisfaction among
Mormon Dsmocratis woters, The incident was compounded by the publishing
of letters concerning Benson, and by Harding's eonszistent defense of

the sposech. By election time, Harding had lest the aggrosslve suopsrt
of the Morrmon voters which he had endsavored to build up in his earlier
elections, Mormon leadsrs in the Dlsirict were not woeal 1n his behalf,
as before, snd & few were acltively cpposing his re-election. Hansen
gained 17,635 voles over his Republican predecessor in 1962, and Harding
also inoreased B70 voies. However, the bulk (12,902) of Hansen's
incrogse came from the twolve countics with less than 50 per cent Mormon
populaticns, while Harding had lost a total of only 3,388 votes from
1950 to 1964 in these counties, This indicates that Harding did not lose
-as mach of his Mormon vole in these or cther more Mormon counties as was

thoupght,
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4, The Farm Issue--,This contributed to a decline of Harding's

support in tha rural areas enough so that Hansen's efforis in the urban
areas made the difference. General dissatisfaction among cattle and
sheep farmers, as well as crop farmers, could not be overcome during

the space of the ecampaign., Several incidents mapnified Harding's
disharmony with the farmers: (a) his confliect with the Farm Bureau and
its members, (b) his voting record on Administration farm programs, and
(¢) sugar bast acraage quots insecurity, whieh produced a reaction among
5,000 Magic Valley sugar besst growers when Amalgamated Sugar pressured
them to vote for Harding in order to retain the uncertain quotas,

5. Several Minor Issuss--.Minor issuss whieh gave added substanes

to dissatisfaction with Harding as the Second District Congressman
were (a) the Kirwan stateront about reclamation funds being withheld
unless Harding were ra-slected; (b) the Kircher correspondence which
pointed to Harding's maturity in the office; (c) his feud with privets
power which led him to verbal attacks on the power companies, private
businesses which supported them, newspaper men who disagreed with him
and many individuals who differed with his antlcipated accomplishments
in bringing PPA into the District; (d) his affiliation with unfamiliar,
out~of=state groups like the Counell for a Livable World end largs labor
unions which were contributing to his campaizn; ard (e) the vast number
of outenf~stats pussts who came to endorse Harding, which aroused a
resentful suspicion that hs couldn't stand on his own or that he was
actnally representing interests other than kis Distriet.

No one is perfect, and especially in politics a person's life is
on tha public chopping=-block, FHarding pgave a sincere effort to his task
as Second District Congressman, but unfortunately he had a persenality

elash with his constituensy., Hansen took the offensive, and found a
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receptive audience that watched his campaign with inersasing Tavor.
The congressiconal election on November 3, brought him the Second District's

stamp of approval for a new beginning to an old job.
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Table S5le=,Fopulation of Counties in Second Congressional District During 1960 Showing
Mhuber of Potential Voters

Rumber in County

Urban Areas
County Pepulation {(Over 2,500) Percentage Rural Parcentagze Over 21 Years
State Wide 667,191 317,097 L7.5 350,094 52.5 372,484
2rd Distriet 409,040 210,572 514 199,370 k8.6 222,254
Ada 09,461 65,640 70.2 27,820 29.8 53,996
Bannoslk Lo, 32 39,194 704 10,148 20.6 26,303
Bear Loke 7148 3,146 iy 0 L 002 55,0 3,823
Hingham 22,218 2,990 35.4 18,228 4.8 14,310
Hlaine 4,598 b . I, 598 160.0 2,806
Bonmaville U4, 608 33,161 70.7 13,745 29.3 24,288
Butt"ﬂ 3!”’95 - - 3-#?8 lﬂﬂ-ﬂ 11335
Camias Q1% e i 317 100,0 h92
Caribou 5,976 i 5,976 100.0 3,068
Cassia 16,121 7.508 L5 .6 8,613 53.4% 8,297
Clark 915 au a 915 100.0 489
Elmore 15,719 5,984 35.8 10,735 bl 2 8,909
Franklin 8,457 3,040 L3.0 4,817 57.0 4,317
Fremont 8,679 2,700 31.1 5,979 68.9 k4, 509
Gooding Q, 5y 2,750 28.8 6,794 712 54530
Jﬂffﬁrgﬂn 11.5?3 awa am u.6?2 lﬂﬂlﬂ 5.?3&
Jerome 13,712 b, 761 40.7 6,951 59.3 6,320
Lincoln 3,686 o st 3,683 100.0 2,066
Yadison 9,417 4,767 50.6 4,650 49 .4 &, 512
Hinidolka 1k, 334 %.153 28.9 10,241 711 7324
Oneidn 2,603 S aid 3,603 100.0 1,982
Owyiece 64375 i 6.375 100,0 4,618
Powsr L,111 - i 4,111 100.0 2,214
Ta tﬁ-’l .E,' 539 s - a E péﬁg 10“ lln l'l- 29g
Twin Falls 41 ,8h2 23,185 £5.4 18,657 3.6 24,156

SCURCE: The Eishtsenth Dacennial Census, p. I4=59.

961
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Tabla 52 ==.Jdaho GovVernors

Governor Repub. Demo. Corments Term of COffice
Georga L. Shoup x Resigned 18901890
N. B. H:l.la:.r b 4 Ty 1391—1592
William J. MeConnall x . 18931894
Willdanm J, MoConnell x i 1395-1896
Frank Steunenterg * Populist Democrat  1897-1698
Frank Steunenberg x Populist Damocrat  1899-1200
Frank W, Hant x ves 1901..1902
John T, Morrison x ses 15031904
Frark R. Gooding x ey 1905-1906
Frank R. Gooding x ave 1907-1908
J&mﬂﬂ- H'Il' E!"H'I:LY X T L] 19“9-]-?1“
James H, Hawlay x sns 1911-1912
John M, Vaines x 1913-1914
Moses Alexander x s 1915-1915
Mosas Alexandsr x snn 1917.1918
D. W. Davis x e 1919-.1920
D. W. Davis x aes 1921.1922
Ce Q4 Moore x van 19231924
C. C. Moore x s 1925.1025
H, C. Baldiidpe x P 1227.1928
He C. Baldridge x Pt 1929-1930
C. Ben Hoss % iis 193119932
cv E'Bn 1:\‘-'-"5s A LT 1933‘1934
C. Ben Ross ¥ Sei 19351235
Barzilla W, Clazl x Ve 1937-19733
Cs A. Bottolisan X aas 19391940
Chas, A. Clark x asie 194121042
C. A. Bottelfssn x e 19431904
Chas. C, Gozsott x Resipned Nov, 17, 145 1945.
Arnold Williama b Becama governor uponl9iS5-1946

rosienation of Chas.

C, Geoasett
C. A, Hobinm * R 1947-1950
Ien B, Jordan x vav 1951195
Robert E, Smylie x 19551558
Robert E. Sl’ﬁf.LJG x “au 1959—]?52
Robort E. Smylis x 19631566
Donald Samuelson x oo 1967-present

SOURCE: Idsho, Secrotary of State, The 35th Fiennial Roport of the
Secretary of State, 1‘351;1_‘31:_-_:2 , by Arnold Williams (Boise, 1963);
porsonal knowvledge since 19GZ2.
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Table 53«=.United States Senators from Idahp

Senator Repub, Demo. Commants Term of Office
William J W ME cﬁmll X AR ] -'1891
Georgoe L. Shoup x S 1891-1895
Fred T. [uboils saan 1891-189?
George L. Shoup x asae 189521901
Henry Heitfeld i 1897-1903
Fred T. Dubois 0ies 1901-1907
Wﬂldﬂn H.- Hﬂ:fbml x amEa 190'3-1959
William E, Borah x Feai 1907-1913
Weldon R. Heyburn x Deceased Oet. 17, 1912 1909-1912
Kirklard I. Ferky Appointed Now. 18, 1912 1912.1913%
Jmﬁﬁ Hl Ht'ﬂ.d_‘,r x TEE 1Q13-1g15
Williﬂm E. Borah X TR 1913—1919
James H., Erady x Deceased Jan. 12, 1918 1915-1518
John F. Mugent Appointed Jan. 22, 1918 1918-1919
Jﬂhﬂ F. I\.’ugﬂnt TIr 1919"'192-1
William E. Borah x e 1915-1925
Frank F. Gooding x o 1921-1927
Willi&m Ei 'Eﬂl‘&h x "TEE 1925"‘1931
Frank R. Gooding x Deceased Juns 24, 1528 1927-1528
John Thomas X Appointed June 730, 1528

Elected Nov. 6, 1928 1928-1933
William E. EBorah x ssse 1931-1937
Jﬁmﬁs PI Fﬂpﬂ TN 1933-1939
IJ. Worth Clark nawn 1939'19“'5
William E. Borah x Deceased Jan. 19, 1940 1997-1940
John Thomas x Appointed Jan. 27, 1940 1940-1942
John Thomas x Decoased Nov, 10, 1945 19431945
Charles C, Gossotit Appointed Nov. 17, 1945 1945-1046
Glen H. Taylor aviia 1945-1951
Henry C. Dworshak x S 19471948
Bert H. Miller Deceased Cet, 8, 1940 1949
Henry C. Dworshak x Appointed Cct. 14, 1949

Elected for unexpired term 1949.1955
Herman Walker * W 19511957
Henry C. Dwershak x A 1955-1961
F‘a."ﬂ-nk C ® Church [ER X 195?“1953
Henry C. Dworshok x Deceased July 23, 1062 19611962
len B, Jordan x Appointed Aug, 6, 1962 1962-1953
Frank C. Church T 19631968
len B, Joidan x —— 19653=1966
Lﬁn B. Jcrdan x araa 196?-

SOURCE: Idaho, The 35th Blennial Raport ef the Scoratary of State, 1961-1962
Secroetary of State, (PBoise, 1963); and personal knowledpge Since 1062,
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Table 5%=,Idaho Second District Representatives in Congress

Representative Repub, Deno, Comments Term of Office
Willis Sweet b'e 1890-1891
Willis Swest X 1891-1593
Willis Swoet x 1893-1E£95
Edgar Wilson X 1895-1897
Jamas Gun x Populist Democrat 1897-1899
Edgar Wilsecn x Democrat=Social Raform 18991901
Thomas L. Glenn x Demo. Populist, Soec. 1901-~1903
Reform

Burton L. French x 1903-1205
Burton L. French x 19051907
Burton L. French x 1907-190%9
Thomas R. Hamer x 1909-1911
Burton L, French s 1911-1913
Addison T, Smith x 1913-1915
Addison T, Smith % 1915=-1917
Addison T. Smith x 19171919
Addison T. Smith x 1919-1921
Addison T, Smith x 1921-1923
Addison T. Smith x 1923=1925
Addison T. Smith X 1625=1927
Addison T, Smith X 1927=1929
Addisen T. Smith b 4 192919751
Addisen T, Smith x 1991-1933
Thomas C. Coffin x  Deceased June 8, 1934 1933-1934
D. Worth Clark x 193 5-19%7
D. Worth Clark x 1937-1938
Henry C. Dworshak x 1939-19450
Henry C. Dworshak x 1941-1942
Henry C. Dwershak * 1oh3.0944
Henvy C, Dworshak x 19450046
John Sanborn 3 1947-1548
John Sanborn x 1949-1950
Hammer Budee x 1951=1952
Hammar Budge x 1953-19 54
Hammar Padgs % 1955-1955
Hammer Fudge % 1957-1958
Hammer Budge x 1959.1960
Ralph R, Harding X 19611962
Ralph R, Harding X 19631954
Georpe V, Hansen x 19641965
George V. Hansen x 1966=

SOURCE: Idsho, Secratary of State, Tho 36th Blennial Reosri of ths Secretary
of State, 1961-1962, by Arasld Williams (Eoise, 4903): personal
knowledge since 1962z, NOTE: A Second Congressional District was
allotted ot Idaho in 1910, but District boundaries were not designated
untili 1920.
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Table 55--.Congressional Vote by Party, 1920-1966, Idaho Second District

Year Republican Votes Recaived Democratic Votas Received
1966  George Hansen 79,024 A. W. (Bill) Brunt 33,348
1964  George Hansen 91,838 Ralph Harding 84,022
1962 Orval Hansen 74,203 Ralph Harding 83,152
1940 Hamer H. Budge 86,100 Ralph Harding 20,161
1958 Bamer H, Budge 78,553 T™m Brennan €L, 214
1956  Hamer H, Budge 90,738 J. W, Reynolds 60,552
1954  Hamer H, Budge 81,824 Wn. P, Whitaker 52,861
1952  Hamer H, Budge 103,047 W. H. (Pete) Jensen 52,692
1950 Hamer H. Budge 66,966 James H, Hawlay 50,255
1948  Jshn Sanborn 61,600 Asael Iyman 59,006
1946  John Sanhorn 63,692 Pete Lezuinacha 41,231
1944  Henry C. Dworshak 61,751 Phil J. Evans 56,249
1942  Henry C, Dworshak k5,805 Ira W, Mastars 37,815
1940 Henry C. Dworshak 69,804 Ira W, Mastors 61,726
1638 Henry C, Dworshak g, 527 Bert H. Miller #?,19?
1936  Henry C. Dyorshak 43, 83k D. Worth Clark 67,238
1934  Heber Q. Hale 37,200 D. Worth Clark 574 547
1992 Addison T. Swith L&, 273 T. €. Coffin 58,138
1930 Addison T. Smith 43,342 W. F. Aworth 27,058
1928 Addison T. Saith 53,236 Ralph J, Harding 29,42
1925a Addison T. Smith 40,960 Mary G. Gray 11,259
1924b  Addison T. Smith Ly, 365 Asher B. Wilson 13,470
1922¢ Addison T, Swmith 33, 206 W. P. Whitakeh 19,875
19209 Addison T. Smith L3, 642 W. P. Whitaker 29,130

219261 H, F, Fait, Progressive - 15,348

blgal: William A, Schuldberz, Prozressive - 23,357
€1922: Buh Eunnln#, Prozressive = 16,450
d1912-19 Two Congrecssmon elscted at large

SOURCE: Statistics of the Congressioral Eleetions, conpiled by the Clerk
of the House of Representatives: 1920-1964,
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ENDORSEMENTS IN BEHALF OF RALPH HARDING

Tributes by Natlonal Leaders*

ILyndon B. Johnson - "The psople of the Second Distriet plcked an
outstanding Congressman,..his work leaves nc doubt as to his

gqualification for re-slection.”

John F. Kemnody - "The élsction of Ralph Hardingt the Congress of
the United States 1is evidence anew of what a young Ameriean
with determination and ecourage can acconmplish,,.he has
domonstrated ability and adeptness in serving his State and
Nation that are usually attained only aftsr many years of
servlice in thes Congress.”

Harry S, Truman - "He has been a great Congressman and 2 good Congress-
man, Don't let the people unseat him., It will mean a terrlble
loss if they do...Harding is voting right and for what is
good for the country.”

John MoCormack (House Speaker) - "Ralph Harding has made an oubstandirs
record in tha U, 5. House of Hepresentatives. Ever sinca
he camo to Congress hs has worked diligently for the bast
interests of his distrint and his state. You can well bs
proud ef Congressman Ralph Harding. He iz truly a '"peopla's!
Congressman,m”

Cerl Albert (House Majority Ieader) - "I have seun many young merbers
of Congress eoms to the Congress. None has nore quilekly
established & reputation for hard werk, compstence and integrity
than has Congressman HEarding.”

Stewart Udall (Secratary of Interior) - "Thers is no cns who ~an do
a2 botter job of represonting the Second Distriet of Idzho. I
bave besn particularly impressed with the leadership the
Congressman has demonstrated in winning House passage of the
Teton Project."”

Harold Cooley (House Agrieulturs Committes Chalrman) - "By his
devotion to duty and by the splendid mamnmer in which ha has
discharged the responsibility of every assignment, hs has
ondoared himsslf to his eolleagues.”

Copled from Campaign literature of the Harding for Congress Committes,
Iynn Broadhead, Chalrman.
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Ieo Metecalf (Senator (0), Montana) ~ "Hs has made an enviable record
which, with the acquisition of additional seniority, will
bring even greater horor to Idaho and benefit all the programs
to which he has contributed so muach.m

Harlan Hsgen (Congressman (D), Calif.) = "The high quality of his
service to his country merits reccgnition. I serve with Ralph
on the Agriculture Conmittee and find him a valuable co-worker
in the fight to protect and assist western agriculture.”

Harold T. Johnson {Congressman (D), Calif.) = "1 koow of no other

Congressman who has worked harder for water development in
Idaho than Congressman Harding."

Statements by Idahoans in Eeshalf of Ralph Hawrdine#

"We congratulate you on your excellant work and wote in getting
Potato Bill HR 3928 sent back to subcommittes. Are pleased to hear of
your oulstanding leadership in this activity.”

Iloyd D. Browming

Executive Secretary

Idaho Farm Buroau

"I just want to extend congratulations on the excellences of your

presentation concerning a large quota for ths beet sugar industry,.”
Douglas W. Love; President
Dtah-Idaho Sugar Company

*"lst ma take this time and extend our hsartfelt thanks for your
voting record on HR 11049. As Always, you have kept faith with
the poople of Idaho.®

Tom Polillo, President

Idaho Stzte Association of

Istter Carriers, AFL-CIO

®Thanit you for the fine and yeoman work that you ars doing in our
behialf to hold the National Heactor Testing Station at 1ts present
level...I can assure you that we consider you as our right hand
in this endeaver.”

Ralph Geasas, Chairman

iIEiC-l ':E*mit-tBB

Jdaho Falls Chamber eof Commerce

"I would like to talrs this opportunity on behalf of myself, the
clty council and the citizens of Ammon for your efforts in geiting
our requaest to tho Office of Emsrgoncy Planning through., We surely
appreciate what you have dono,"”

Read Molen, Mayor

Ammon

#*Copled [rom cmapalgn litorature of the Harding for Congress Cormities,
Iyrn Broachead, Chalruman,
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"Please accept the sincere thanks of all of us for your gocd help
in securing approval from the Community Faecilities Administration for
our I.5.U. housing loan of $1,200,000 for dormitory facilities.”
Donald E, Walker, President
Idaho State University

"We appreclate all you have dons and will do in the building of
Fremont Dam,™

Ri Hillis "Iﬁ.lkﬂr

Fremont-Madison Irrigation District

More Statements by Idahoans®

FCongressman Ralph Harding displayed his interest and knowledge of
Idaho's major industry when he requested and gained a seat on the
House Agriecultural Committee, He re-emphasized this interest by
gotting membership on the House Sub-Cormittee for Wheat....Ralph Harding
consistantly has voted for the best interssts of the wheat farmers
of Idaho, Ha musi be re-elected!”

Carl Smith, President

Madison County Wheat Growers

"Congressman Ralph Hardling took prompt action to help the domestie
boef industry when prices dropped to a disastr-ous low, As early as
Feb, 25, 1956%, he introduced a bill to limit beel, voal, lamb and
matton imports to the averdge lmported during the five-year perdoed
frem 1958 to 1963. Speaking on the floor, he urged Congress to adept
his bill whieh would have reduced imports by 30 per cent and save our
markets for domestic producers., Livesteock men from all sections of
Jdaho sent telegrems and letters of appreciation to Congressman
Harding for his efforts in their behalf.”

Cecil Gresn

Righy Stockman

SSugar beot prowers in Idaho were delighted when Relph Harding was
able to make the anncuncement that ha had acquired an additional
sugar beet acresze of 8,10 acres, It was the lions share of the
total additional allocation made to the domestie sugar best producers
of the U.5. This accomplishment was dus to the effectivensss of
Congreseman Harding and his position on the Agriculturs Committee of the
House, Falph's position on this committes will continue to pay big
dividends for Idaho in the years ahead. EXPERIEIZE COUNIS! Ralph
Harding is tha only intermountain eongrassman on the House Agriculture
Committes, He must bs returnad to Washingten.®

B, T. Pomington

Fremont County Sugar Bset Grower

fPor the first time in recent history, Tdasho's Sacond Congressicnal
Distriet is positively and effectlively represented in the U.5. Congress.
Ralph Herding has taken tha time te find out the problems of the
eltizens of Idsho. With this mounting sendority, his ungquestionable
integrity, his dedieation, Ideho finally is recelving the recognition

%Copled from politieal advertisement, The Post.Register,(Idzho
Falls), Cetober 25, 1964, p. 1&.
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that has bosn so badly lacking in the past. The respect Ralph Hardlng's
colleagues have for him has made it possible to retain and enlarge
the U.S. Alr Force installation at Hountain Home. He continues to work
for the farmors, the educators, our youth, the laboring man and the
reclamation interests of Idaho. HIS RE-ELECTION IS A MUSTI®

John Elashy

Mountain Homs Businessman

"Idaho's Second Congressional District has not had a major water
reclamation project since Palisades Dam was zuthorized back in 1948,
None, that is, until Ralph Harding came along. Congressman Harding has
securad the authorization of two major water projects in less than
four years. Ralph obtained the initial appropriation and work has
gtarted on the Ririe Dam. The $52,000,000.00 Iowar Toton Dam also was
authorized in the closing days of the last session of Congress. Ralph
Harding hss the influsnce, prestige, seniority and the ensrpy that will
enable him to get its appropriation through the next session of
Congress.”

F. M. Bistline

Pocatsllo Attornsy

"No commitice in Congress is more important to the economy of Idaho's
Socond Congressional District than the House Agriculture Commitiee,
Rzlph Harding is the first congressman in the history of our district
to ba assipned to this committee, He is the only congressman from tha
Intermountain area now on the Agriculiure Commitiee....Those of us
who have been involved in sugar, potato, wheat, fead grain and beef
lagislation inportant to Idaho naturally have gravitatsd to Ralph
for kelp, From his influentdal position he has been eitremsly sensitive
to the needs of our ares. He has worked tirelessly to help provide
golutions to problsws....I can give personal assurance of the welcoms
way this attention contrasts with the indifference of many other
members of Congress, This guy Harding really is full of enorgy and is
eager to m:ike & maximum effort in solving Idoho's problems,

R.M. Cannon, Vice President

Utah-Idaho Suvgar Co.

"About Luo years espo, when intense efforts wers belinz made to plsce
govermment contrals on our potato industry, 2n outstanding menmber of the
V.5, Semate told a group of polato farmeys, shippers amd processors
that the fight to prevent goverrmsnt control of the industry would be
difficult., It would bs waged against tremendous odds, he said. He
told us that cur best hops was working tlrough Relph Farding because
of Ralph's seat on the House Agriculturs Committee, Congressman
Harding joined with the potato farmers of Idaho, and the entire Idaho
Congrassionzl delegation, to successfully proteet Idako's most Tamous
erop from government contrel. It is my opinicih that Ralph Haxding was
our graatest, most effective forea dn this important battle. BHIS
RE-ELECTICN IS OF THE UTHOST IMPORTANCE TO THE POTATO INDUSTRY,."

Glen Wood, Rexburg Director

Jdaho Potato Bargaining

and Marketing Assoclation
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Statement by Ralph R, Harding

December 8, 1964

Me. Frank H. Jonas
1218 Third Averme
Salt Lake City, Utah 84103

[Doar Frank:

Flease forgive my delay in replying to your two lettsrs of Septembar
19 and Novenbor 19. However, the election campaign and after election
¢leamip has had me so busy that my correspondence has really sufferad.

I am enclosing a breakdown on reclamation and publie works projects
in the Second Distriet of Idaho as well g5 tabloid newspapsrs from
ny last two campsigns which will emphasize the role that we have
playsd in obtaining reeclamation and publiec works projects for Idaho.

Naxt, Frank, I would ba happy to tell you a little bit sbout our
defeat on Hovember 3,

In looking back on my campalgn I am convinced I defeated myself in
September of 1763 when in 2 spaech on the Floor of the House of
Representatives, I eriticized Ezra Taft PBenson for using his position
in the Church to promote the John Bireh Society. I fully realized

at tho time I mads thes spsech that it invelved a great risk to my
political carasr, Yat, I have always falt that it is the duty of
evary publicofficial ta not only vote his convietions but 2lso to
spaak them. Thera was no doubt that this spsech had to bo made and
that it had te bs mada by someone who was an active and dadicated
membar of ths Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; so after

a great deal of prayer and thoughtful considerslion I mads the spesch,

Az g result, the Jokn Plreh Sociasty made me thelr prims target in tha
1964 eleetion, Perry Swisher, a Rapublican State Senator and Pocatello,
Idaho, newsman, tsld of ovavhearing John Russelol and Reed Benson,

John Birch Society officials, discussing the financing of my oppcnentls
campaign with my opponant prier to the Rspublicen primary in June of
1964, I am convinced that membsrs of the John Elrech Soclety contributed
heavily to my opponsnt!'s eampaign,

In addition, thers werse raports of several carlcads of John Blreh
Soclety members coming from the Salt lake City-Bountiful Area into
Southern Idaho on weskends throughout Septembier and Coctober to work
as campalzn workers in an anti-Ralph Harding campaign,
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Reed Banson, a John Birch Society coordinator, not enly made several
trips to Idaho, but spent the last three days prior to the election
directing the John Blrch Sovclety sfforis against me in Boise.

Although the John Birch Soclety has made many converts in the Boize
area, as was evidanced by the large crowds that were produced by the
appearances of Robert Weleh, Billy Jamss Hargis, Rav. MelIntyre,

Rev, Schwariz, Reed Bsnson and others, ths socieily doaes not possess
enough members and sympathizers to wield a great politicsl power

based on sympathy or suppori for the society. They were most effective
in opposing me by stating that I had no business eriticizing an Apostle
of the Church.

lJatter-day Saints are taught from childhood that eriticism of Church
authorities is a wery grievous sin. In fact, in some Sunday Schonl
celasses I havo heard it taught that it ranks behind murder and adultry
ard ahead of such things as dishonesty, wvulgarity, drunkennass,
non-payment of tithing, ete., Therefore, throughout the campaign,

RKeed Banson and members of the Birch Soelety in the Church, as well

as many of the Republicans, based thelr campaign among the L.D.S3.
people on the faet that Congressman Harding was gullty of a great sin
whan he crltieized an Apostle of the Lord and, therafcra, was wworthy
to serve in tho Congress. This approach was extremsly effective and
resultsd in thousands of Mormons, who had supported me in the first
two elections, voting ageinst me in 1964.

In addition, some Church leaders in Jdaho bacame o ecarrled away that
they vsed the Church to ecampaign apainst me, Justifying their action
becausa of ry criticism of Apostle Banson. This was true with at
lazst the following four stake presidenis: President Dunn and Prasi-
dent Ricks of the Bolse and West Poise Stakes signed 2 letier, whiech
they distributed to Church membars throughout the Second Congrassional
Dstrict, in which they eriticilzed me arnd supported ny opporsnt;
President Tke Lee of the Burlsy Stake want on the radio making spot
announcenants in behalf of ny opponsni; and President Lawrence Lambart
of the Hlackfoolt Stake not only signed a letisr in behalf of my
opponant, but also made a spasch in Quartarly Confersnce, the Sunday
befors tha election, urginz msmbers of the stake to help stop the
Congrossman who kzd eriticized an apostls of the ILord and pointea ocut
tha place to stop him was zt the polls next Tuesday.

In addition, the Jehn Birch Soclety elrsulerized all mambers of the
Church with a full page newspaper ad centalining a spasch by Ezra

Taft Banson eritleizing ma and preising the Birch Seclety. This

sama spoach had been recorded on a radio taps by Avostla Besnson and
was sponsored over radio stations throughcut the Distriet by prominent
Chuich members, includins wany who diéd not even know that it was 2
spaach supporting thse Birch Society. They sponsored it sinmply because
it was a sposch by Apostle Fzra Taft Banson.
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In addition to the John Bireh Society, I had the normal diffieculiles
encountered by every Democratic candidate. I was acgused of being

too liberal. The power companies, the Farm Bureau, the J., R. Simploet
Company, ard the Idaho Modiecal Association poured not only a great deal
of time but also a great deal of money into my opponent's campaign,

Finally, it was a Republican year in Idaho., Not only did Senater
Godlwater carry my district by 9,800 votes (actually I ran over 2,200
votes ahead of President Johnson in the Second Congressional District)
but in addition, the Republican party made gains in both houses of

the Idaho State Legislature. So it was imposzible for me Lo ride on
anyone's political coattails. As a result, I wound up on November 4
as an ex-Congressman,

While I do not have any firm plans for the fulure as yet, I have no
regrets azboubt the faet that during the past four years I have voled
my convietions and spoken my convietions in doing my best to build a
more prospercus Idaho, a stronger Amerdca, and & better world, I
intend to continue o work for these same goals in the future as
either a publie officlal or & private eitizen.

I hops that this lengthy epistle has supplied you with the answers
to your questions.

Bast personal regards,

/5[ Ealph Harding
Mexnbar of Cungress

KH:na



Statement by Iymn Broadhead

June 15, 1967

Mr. Dean M. Hansen
395 East 100 North
Provo, Utah 84601

Dezr Dean:

I'm sorry it has taken me so long to answer your letter; I will help
you as much as I ecan, These are scme of my comments on ths 1964
campaign,

Undoubtedly the most important issve in the race was the John Hirch
Society and it's involvement with the L.D.S. Church. Ralph raised

the jssue when he made his spesech on the House Fleor criticizing the
"Seciety," then with evidence of Hansen's involvement with the Birch
Socieiy's activities attemptod to point out the danper of extremism,

George was able through his cwn contacts, Reed Benson's contacts, as
well as the influence of right wingers to get help from the pulpits
in convineing the Mormon eonstituency of the merits of his dubious
positicn aznd the merits of the John Blrch Soclety. Thus, with the
large L.D.S. population he was able to score heavily., Ancther
convenient means throuwrh the zealens Blrch nmeémbers themselvss going
door to deor preaching to Mormon families of the "heresy of Harding,"

George's opposition to the PBonneville Power externSiorn into Tdzho

was probably helpful in securing his campaign finances and other

help such as Simplol's man flyinz from town to town blasting Harding,
but T do not belisva that the peonle opposed ths B.P.A. extensions nor
did Ralph lose more volss than he gained in his suppori of that
propesiiion,

I believe ithe smear kind of charzes reminseient (sic) of MacCarthylsm
such as Ralph's aguzintance with the Counell for a ILivable World
making hia soft on Conmunlsm ard the indieation that his vote in favor
of trading whest to Fussia made him disloyal, didn't really have much
effect on the averapge voter, bult fired up the super patriof right
winger and nrovided him with propzgamda to maks his crusade mors
ellectiva,



210

George Hansen's severs name calling of Congressman Mike Kirwan although
damaging to Idaho's interest, gave George great press coverage and
allowsd him to get his name before the public at a eritical time in

the campaign. George Hansen was able to convines some of the people
that Congressman Miks Kirwan's promises were thrsats,

Generally, George's blasts against govermment spending were effective
with the conservative voier of Southern Idsho, yet Harding's record
in getting projects for Idaho ard Harding's affirmative stand on
Federal Ald to Education kspt voters in his ecolumn,

The sesslion of Congress not adjourning until near the election kept
Ralph constantly traveling to meot hils congressional responsibilities
and still try to campaign., This travel along with the constant irre-
sponsible blastis from the extremist elements caused Raloh to be nervous
and really not at his best in campaign appearances during the 19564
campaicn, Constant harressment in sign disfipvrement, destruction and
acts of intimidation, and violence by Birch sympathizers and cother
extremists caused Ralph's campaign staff and Democratic party workers
to experience many disapnointments, after a lot of hard work to sze
their work mutilatied by irresponsible particans (sie).

At times one felt as though it would be worthwhile to fight fire with
fire and use the szme kind of tactles, but we did not feel winning

was that important. I will always admire the restraint showed by Ralph
in not reacting to the challenze to use demagogy to fight the demagogice
methods used egainst him, Surely no ends justify that kind of means

in a democratic scciety.

With some of the handicaps mentioned sbove, Ralph was still able to
gain a higher psrcentage of the wote in this distrlet than the
Fresident, therseby proving his appzal to an sxtremely large population
that were not wvoting for him because of his pariy but because of his
brilliant record and strong personal appeal,

I hops this will be helpful to you.
Sincer=ly,
[s/Lyan Broadhead
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Statement by Richard Hondricks

Juns 1, 1967

Dear Dean:

This statement is my personal view of the campalgn as I remember 1t.
My capacity was campaign manager.

The most important factor to my mind is the faet that the Idaho

Second Congressionzl District has a basic history of voting Republican,
Coneressman Budge held his seat for ten years and was defeated by Ralph
Harding only beczuse he falled to keep his districi public relatlons
alive, The following 1962 election between Ralph Harding and Orval
Hansen went to Harding bescause Orval Hansen failed to stir or catch

the imagination of the votsr. Orval Hansen was not a dynamic campaigner.
Thus, whon George Hansen with his more conservativa visws and hand--te-
hand type campaigning raced against Mr. Harding the voler was aroused
to the kind of politiclan they knew and understood, and also ths type
of individual that fired their imagination about government leaders.

To rocap...Mr, Budge was a very weak (and he disliked it) parson-to-
person campaigner as was Orval Hansen, Ralph Herding was a good
campaigner a8 was George Hansen, but the basie difference in philesophy
was ihs key te victory for George Hansen.

The major part of the George Hansen campaign was his basic organization
of one dedicated and willing worker in sach county with one goal in ninde--
to elect George Hansen, This person wns gensrally not a precinct
committecman ner one with othar assipnrments,; but ons who was ensrgetic
and ambitious. Experdence was not a prersguisits.

Mr. Harding made some long-range errors., His letter te Dr. Kirchor of
Barley saying an unlearned individusl was using Dr, Kircher's name

to write him letters was poor policy. His membership in the Council
for a Livable World eost him voltes [rom the knowledgeable or fearful.
Other letterz to ecomstituents which, I am certain, he did in haste alse
burt his re-slection.

Short~range mlstakes lost Harding votes. DRepresentative Mike Ksrwin
(siz) thrantensd to withhold funds from Idaho if the voters failed

to return Marding to Congzress., Hansen forces used this as blackmail
tactics., Formsy President Harry 5. Truman spoke out about only sending
Democrats to Congrass at a non-politieal rally in Blackfeot, Ir.
Harding beecame embroiled in verbal argumsnts with farmers and eattleman
in Bear lake, Blackfoot, and Twin Falls, Sugar beet farmors rabslled
vhen Amalgamated Sugar Company in a2 selfish move instructed farmers

to vots for Harding for their cwm good.
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Monsanto Chemical reversed its company pelicy concerning B,P.A. and
backed Mr. Harding in an attenmpt to got "cheap™ power inte Seda
Springs. Even after negotiatlons between the Power Company and
Monsanto Company were completed, attempts were made to suppress the
announcement until after the election for political reasons. Dis-
closure of this fact helped Mr. Hansen gain votes,

Mr. Harding had a voting record of supporting libsral issues and voting
against the farmer and rural Idaho on many issues.

As you can see by this report, I am inclined to believe that most
voters cast their votes because of perscnalities and those whom they
personally liked. The majority of voters do not know from ons
election to the next if their congressman votes right or lsft, liberal
cr conservative, hawk or dove, If he likes his looks, personality,

or the way he delivers a speech, he votes for him; if this wore not se,
how could we have elected Church and Jourdan in Idaho, or Bennstt and
Moss in Utzah? It doesn't maks sense, doas it7

Sincerely,

[s/ Richard Herdricks
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Statement by George V. Hansan

Juns 10, 1967

Dear Dean:

I am happy to respond to your letter and glve you my wview on the 1964
campaipgn.

It was my good fortuns to win electieon for my first term as a member
of Congress from the Second Congressional District of Idaho as the
only Republican cutside of the Dsep South to defeat an incumbent
Democrat in the gener:l election held November 3, 1964, winning with
a plurality of soms 7,500 votes.

This waz a very difficult, complicated, but interssting campaign.

The flavor of the Johnson-Goldwater prasidential campaign of extremisn
and mumerons other overstated charges had 2 considerable impact in
Idaho, particularly since my Damoeratic opponsnt, the Honorable Ralph
R. Harding, had earlisr chosen to make tha John Bireh Sceisty an isaue
in govermment and ultimately an issue in the Idahe Congrassional race.
Tuis, of course, was a red herring which tended to create a mistaken
iwpression of the influsnce and impact of so=called "pight wing®
activity in Idaho politics.

My opponent had sypparently become exercised over ths activities

of tha Birch Soclety and particularly the fach that a high official

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and former Republican
Secretary of Agriculture, Ezra Taft Benson, had given public approval
of their activities, Mr. Harding had chosen to soundly condemn both
the Bireh Sociely and Mpr. Eenson on the Floor of the House of Ieproe
sentatlves, OSubsequent to this, lr. Harding contirmied to travel
extensively, particularly throughout his district, Marther condemring
Benson and the Elrch Soclety. Many people locked askance at his
behaviour, not so much from the standpoint of Me, Harding being

right or wrong in his accusations, but mora from quastianing tha
propriety of ons Church member criticizing ancther Church member in
religlous tones from a govarmment forum. (It should be stated that

Mr. Harding ard T a»e both active members of ths Church of Jesus Christ
of Iatter-day Saints.)

This set the stapge and tons for the 196% Congressional elaction, and
this issue, although it never emarged for any graat amcunt of debate,
still formed a sirong undercurrent throughout the campaipgn.
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As for the electlion itself, I was late entering, marrowly squeezing
onto the ballot at the Republican State Convention of 1364 with two
other candidates of considerable stature, When the smcke of the
primary election held in August of thatl year had 1lifted, I was
fortunate enough to be nominated by my party as its standard bearer for
the general election. No short explanation could give the whole
picture, but the fact that I had waged a statewids unsuccessful campaign
for nomination to the U.5. Senate in 1962 and had inherited e residnal
organization from that effort made up of interssted and dedicated
people, plus an sxceptlonal amount of hard work and extensive campaign-
ing, would be the basic reasons for success,

The general eslection was hard-fought with both Mr., Harding end T and
our supporters making a tremendous amount of effort on behalf of our
respective causes. I can briefly atirlbute my success in the face

of adverse odds created by the national elesotlion sitvation, all other
things bein~ equal, primarily te hard work on the part of so many--
particularly oy wife and brother, who gave thelr every waking hour for
many months--and the fact that my opponent made a mumber of weves that
worked cut to my advantage.

Perhaps the major ons was the visit of Congressman Mike Kirwan

(D-0nio), Chairman of the Public Works Subcommittes of the House
appropriations Committee, who, in hls mapgernsss to promote Mr., Harding's
re-glection, made a rather blunt statement thai was easlly interproted
a5 a threat to Idaho voters that it was ‘ppssible to lose a reclamation
project on the Teton River if the election rosvlts were not favorsble.

Another situation developed when a prominent doetor in ths Magic
Valley area of Idaho, having an obvious difference in philesophy with
his then Conzressman, wrole several critical lettors, some of which
had the effect of needling Mr, Harding. Mr, Herding responded with a
strong lelter of denunciation that some office-holders have used with
success but which in thls case was not successful in thalt it causaed

a widespread slogsn to ba coined: "Write your Congrossman, and he'll
call you 2 nut,"”

As the campalzn wore on, other incidents developed of like nature
where responses bty Mp, Harding under pressure irritated cartain groups
of voters. This was ageravated by a defensive attitude on his pari
that occasicnally manifesied itsslf in a manner that led people to
believe that tho opinions of constitwents didn*t hold much weight Af
they conflicted wilh politics Mr. Harding subserlbed to in Washington,
and his implicatien that the constituents obviously didn't knoir vhat
was good for them, This was borne out in several farm meetings, the
bast exanmple being an appearance before the County Farm Barscau in
Jeroma, Idaho, Antagonistic statsments in this mesting were felt so
strongly that it prompted the State Farm Bureau organirzation to
publish as a spscial aedition of its monthly nswspaper cavrying Mr.
Harding's remarks to the membership.

All of this sesms to point to the fact that the orlginal atiack on
Ezre Benson did not, ard could not, have caused Mr., Harding's defeat
in itself, but it did cause people to wonder about the propriety and
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political maturity of thelr Congressman. Other events, such as I
have mentioned, later tended to confirm the feelings of many that
it was time for a change.

On the positive side, my campaign, although not heavily financed,

was well organized and was carrled out aggressively by myself and many
volunteers, One event--possibly the turning point in the campaign--
was a TV debate early in October between Mr, Haxrding and myself that
was carried simultaneously in all major eitles in the distriet. There
were other debates between us, but none had the district-wide impact of
this one, Easically, it appeared to be gquite even until, with just

two minmutes remeining, Mr, Harding was asked if he would pursus the
Banson-EBirch matter in identlcal feshion were he able to do it owver

again,

Using most of the time remaining, he indicated that he would, giving
his reasons why. There remsined to me just about fiftoen seoonds

for rebuttal, during vhich I stated strongly that I didn't feel that
the Floor of the House of Representatives was the propor place fer a
wember of Congress to attack another member of hls owm Church over
personal and political differences, This brdief, final statement proved
to be a clincher and did great damage to Mr. Harding's case, helping to
propel wmy csmpaipgn to a successful conclusion.

One interesting ingredient in the campaign, which had an impact that
could not accurately be measured, was lhe support given to my oppeonunt
by an organization called the Council for a Iivable World, There were
many who sadd the Cpuneil had an unrealistie attitade on United States
foreign rolations policies that could subject us to undue dangers in
dealing with Communist nations and in our attempts to sscure world
peace. This provided a counter-charge to "right-wing extromismn

and brought forth considerable discussion as to who was recelving
eampatgn funds from what souress, While I, knowingly, received
absolutely no support from any person, group, or organization
ddentified as a part of the so-called "right wing,™ Mr. Harding readily
acknowledgad receiving support from the Couneil for a Iivable World,
which many considered to ba *far left® in its ideology.

A rosulf of Mr. Harding's backing by the Council was the undermirvdng
of one of his prineiple campaign dssues: his saniordity. While Mr.
Harding was saying that, if re-elected,; his previous four-yesar tenure
would give added welght and importance to his volee in the Houss of
Representatives, ihas Council for a Iivable World admitiedly backed
him on the premise thal his re-slection would place him in a position
ts run against Senater len B, Jordan in 1946.

Thus, a double issua was raised: Mr. Harding's intent to relinquish
his senlorily at the end of two years: ard the propriety of a largs,
well-financed oub-of-stats group contributing heavily to an ITdaho
campaign, no matier hew well-intentionad.

The political lissues themselves covered & broad range and ware hard-
fought with many interesting sidelights and freguent complications,
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(ne such issuo of gensral interest, but of particnlar concern in our
area, was the public vs. private power controversy betwesn the Federal
Bonnevilles Power Administration and Privately owned power companles in
Utah and Jdaho. M, Harding favored Bonneville's extenslon into
Southern Tdaho, ostensibly to service existing largo mineral processing
companies and to attract others to the area. Ons such existing company
had already agreed to accept the service,

However, an officlal of another company publicly denounced the proposed
extension and canpaigned vigorously against it--swen to the point

of drawlnz ¥r. Harding to a debate challengs on the subject in the
closing days of the campaign. And, while the debats did not materialire,
the controversy elicited from lr, Harding come rather erratic statenmmuts,
giving him adverse exposure.

Farm lssues wore debated heatedly end Mr. Harding suffered from them
as ha attenpted to vigorously promote certain administration programs
which were not genarally aceaptied by the farm population of the state
&5 shown by various official and wnofficial opivdon surveys.

Another issus that militated against Mr. Harding concerned the then
recont ®ons man-one vote” rulings of the United States Supreme Court,
Most Idahoons opposed the rulings as evidenced by the fact that ths
followlinpg Stote legislature approved a Joint Memordal to ths United
States Congress urging the passage of a constitutional amendmant
allowing a state to apportion ons house of a bi-cameral legislature oa
factors other than populatio n. I campalpned strongly for sush an
amondment, but ir. Hirding's acllons wers such that thy suspleion was
fostered that he gave the propozal 19ss than solid support.

I placed great onphasis on showing how ilr. Harding's votirng rscord

had helpsd to increase cur national debt and how it had led te inflation
which, in additisn to beinz 2 tromendous burden on all of us (ard
particnlarly on the poor who canaford it the least), was also pricing
us out of many world markets. This, tiec to massive foredgn aid

prograns which Mr, Harding supported, gave me sbtronz basis for suggesting
that he zharsd considsrable responsiblliiy for owr deindling pold
reserves. A phrase I used to emphasize his consistent pro-aduinistration
big spendiny veting record was that "The Idaho Second Cehgressional
Distriet vote was being used as a red ink rubbsr stanp,”

Added to this wes my criticism of Mr, Harding's sapport of what I
asserted was an unrealistie forelen policy, particularly in ocur
dealings with international Coprmnism, A shoe, mamufactured in
Czechoslovaithia, sorved as a good TV prop to illustrate how Harding's
support of Red Trude zllowed low-cost, slave-mads 4tsms to capture part
of the American market and put some of our people out of work. I
strassod one vote that ke had east which resulted 4n a one-vote
decision in the House (187-185) to have Amsrican taxpayers subsidize
the sale of whsat to Russla., "Ralph Harding's ons wole cost us tens
of millions of doliars,” was ths gisli of the azsertion.
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My consiant repetition of this charge finally led to a counter-

charge by Mr, Harding in which he elaimed that I was impugning his
loyalty by ealling him a "red rubber stamp.® Making his charpe during
a public meeting, at which I was also present, I was able to efflectively
silence his ehargs by repeating my charge, placing great emphasis on
the word INK.

With Mr, Harding and I being approximately the same age, both
relstively young, but with the charges of Goldwater irresponsibility
which could reflsct on me as an untiied young man, I found a great
ally in tho matwre wisdom of Semater Len Jordan, who saw fit to stand
with me in the heated last days of tho eampaipn and lend needed
eredibility. I am sura that the Senator could have been motivated
by & mumber of things, sueh as the futurs threat of Mr. Hardinp's
candddacy against him, the spirit of team play that the Senator is
well-known for, and perhaps a parsonal liking, But whatsver the
reason or reasong, hils presence added & welecome stabilily to the
campaipgn.

In summary, I would say that the campaign was heated and hard-fought
but with very few irresponsible acts committed against eithor of us.
Mr, Harding sssmed to be campaipning against everyone and everythinge-
evon having an extended public disarreement with the Governor of the
state over the erection of small campaign signs next to state highways,
Without question, he made a nmumber of mistakes which I was able to
capitalize on, and this, ecoupled with an aggresive campaipn and
tireless efforts by many of my backers, I believe, led to my ultimate
vietory.

Sincerely,

[s] George V. Hansen
Congrossman
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HARDING HITS BIRCH STAND BY EENSON*

Congressman Claims Apostle's Actlivities
Hurting L.D.S. Church

Rep, Ralph R. Harding, D=Idsho, said Wednesday former
Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson is hurting the Mormon
Church as well as the nation by praising the John Birch Socisty.

Harding is &n active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of
latter=day Saints (commonly ealled the Mormon Church). Benson,
Secratary of Agriculture under President Dwight D. Eisenhower, is
one of the Church's twelve apostles,

Harding, whose congressional distriet has a large Mormon
population and is the birthplace of Benson, scid in a house speech
that recent statements atiributed to Bauson were "disturbing,
disgusting, and nawseating."” Harding sald Benson had beoen guoted
in Ios Angeles as saying the John Birch Seeclety, a rightwirg group,
"is the most effective non-church organization in our fight against
creeping sccialism and godless communlsm,.” Harding said also that
Banson had baen quoted as describling Robeit Weleh, the society's
organizer, as "one of the greatest patriots in Amsrican history.r

Hayding sald Benson, on the basis of ancther news story, had
declined to defend Eisenhower against a statement by Welch that he
(Bisenhower) w2s a "dedicated, conscious agent of the Communist
conspiracy.” It is most unforiunats that Elder Eemson cannot tale
off the clozk of apostleship in the L.D.S, Church when he atisnds
these right-wing extremist meetings," Harding said. "However," he
said, "the facts aro simply that he pannct., For this reason he is
doing the Church great damage by having the name of ths Church...
linked with press releascs such as those emanating from Los Angelas
this past weekend,®

Harding seld Welch, *far from being a patriot,” has in a book,
Wslandsrad and falsely accused scme of the greatest Amsricans of this
econtury of dislsyalty to our country.” Harding szid "the lsast M,
EBensen could have dons, is to have defended without qualification .the
patriotism of a Joyal Americen president (Eisenhower) who had defended
him through eight stoimy years as Secretary of Agriculture,

PAs mach as I dislike being erditical of any general suthority
of the I1.D.5. Church," Harding said, "the time has come when I
carnmot refrain in goed consclence from speaking out.”

¥Idaho Daily Statesmen (Boise), Sept. 26, 1963,p. 1.
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Harding, recalling that the first prosidency of the Church
this year had issued a strong anti-Biveh Scclety statement,

Ezra Taft Banson,"zs an apostle of the Church, should have
respacted, honored and abided by the statoment of the

First Presidency. However, he has continued to go his way,
flirting with the John Birech Society...praising and lauding
the society end Mr. Weleh," The Idahoan, who fourteen years
ago this month was ordained by Benson to go on a Mormon
mission, urged fellew Mormons whether they be Rapublicans,
Democrats or indepsndents, to communicate with the general
authoritiss and inform them of tha adverse effect,..Bonson's
John Bireh activitiss are having on the reputation of the
L.D.S. Church throughout the country. "It is tims te stop
apologizing to our friends for the activities of Ezra Taft
Banson ard to let Americans everywhere know that the Church...
and the majority of our members do not approve of tha...
sociaty, Mr., Welch or his rockless charges against loyal
Americans, Nor do wo approve of Ezra Taft Eonson atiending
John Birch Society functions and lauding its actlions as

long a5 hs eontinues to do so in his role az an apostls of the
L.D.5, Church., The time has come for ns to =zet tha record
straight.t



3110 Valley Drive
Mexandria, Virginia 22302
May 22, 1967

Mr. Daan M. Hansen
395 East 100 Horth
Prove, Utah

Dear lir, Hansen:
I have received vour racant letler,

In response to your inguiry, let ms first say that the John BEirch
Society is not a politiecal organization, That is, we have not, ard

do not, endorss candidates; ralse moncy for candidates: or reeruit

for political parties. We have members who are Deamocrats, Ropublieans,
and Indepsndents, We enconrags our nombers to be good edtizens at all
times, and many of thess members enzage in political activities,
Howaver, they do so sclely as individuals, and not o5 representatlvss
of the John Eirch Socisty.

I was appointed Utah Cooxdinsler of The John Eirch Seelety in Octobar
1962, In October, 1963, ry area was enlarged to ihelude all of
Southern Idzko. I did not get to Idaho very Irequently during 1963 or
1964, I did mzke public addresses absut the Jehn Birch Seociety in
Bedze; Idaho Falls; Pecatelle; and Elackloot, According to my ecalendaw,
from the last of June uwntil the 31st of Qotober, 1964, I did nol even
enter the State of Idsho,

I cama into Bolse, Idaho, on the 3lst of Qutebar, 1964, at the
insistence of some of our mambers, They felt the viciocus attacks on
the John Bireh Suniety should be answered. It was arranged for me

to appear on a Bodse radio program which took live questions over the
phone from the radic avdience. I appoarad on the program, and then
left for Uiah en tha afterrcon of that same day.

Boeause of eeriain falce impressions, I want to point cut that during
1963 ard 1964 (1) I did not contribute or ralse money for any politiecal
ecandidate in Idaha: (2) I did nst malo any palitical specches or
political trips into Idahos (3) I did not send others into Idahe to
eamraipgn for or apainst any candidate or to picket any candidate's
speeches; and (4) I did not set up amy organization, or meet with the
Chureh Jeadsrs in Jdaho, in order to help elect or dafeat any candidate,



222

Some individuval members of the Birch Scelety, I feol certain, were
active in the Idaho political eampaipn of 196Me.tmi solsly as individuals
and not as representatives of the John Birch Society. As to who they
were, the positions they occupled, the candidates they supported, ard
the part they played, I simply do not knew.

I hope this has been helpful. I'm afraid some people are too anxious
to extend mo ecredit or blame for a part Y did not play.

Most sincerely,

/s [Reed A. Benson

rul
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Origiial statement of First Presidency on John Blrch Soeciety
printed in the Deseret News Jamuary 3, 1963,

The First Presidensy of the Church of Jesus Christ of latter-
day Saints Thursday issued a slgned statement seiting forth the stand
of thas Chursh on political questlons in general and the John Birch
Soelety in particular (The statement is as follows:).

The followingz statement is made to corrsct the false statemonts
ard wirarpranted assunptlions regarding the position allegedly
taken by the leaders of the Chureh on political questions in
ganeral and the John Bireh Society in particular,

Tha Church recognizes and protects the right of its members to
express their parsonal politieal beliefs, but it roserves to
itsell tha v»ipght to formmlate and proclaim its ovm deetrine,

We believe in a two-party system, and all our mombsrs are
porfectly fres to support the party of their choics,

Wa deplore the presumption of some politiecians, espocially
officers, co-ordinators and membars of the John Birch Sociaty,
who undertake to align the Church or its leadership with thedw
partisan views,

We encourape our members to exercisa the right of eitizomship,
to vole acecording to thoir own convietions, but no cme should
seek or praterd to have our approval of their adherence to
ary extremist ideolegles.

We denounce commundsm gs being antil-Christian, antl-Amoriean,
and the enemy of fresdem, but we think they who pretend to
fixht 1t by cesting sspersions on our eleeted cfficers or other
feilow sitizons do the antl-Commmnist cavuse a great dissorvice.

We agein urgo our blshops, stake presidents, and other officers
of the Clhureh to refuse zll appileations for the use of our
ghapols, cultural halls, or othor meeting places for politlcal
realings, money-ralsing propaganda, or to promote any person's
political ambiticns.

Js/David 0. MeKzy
/s [Henry D, Moyle
/s J?‘Fﬁ.‘l.gl:t H. Browm
The First Presidoncy
Urder date of February 15, 1963, the following clarifying
lettor was sent by President M:lay's secrstary to namerous persons who

mzde inguirios as to whether tho statement of the First Presidency of
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Jarmary 3, 1963, meant the Church wzs opposing the John BEirch Seciety:

Dear Brother '

Inasmuch as Presideni MeKay is presently under such a heavy schedule

of duties pertaining to tho general administration of the Chuveh, ho has
asked me to zcknowlodge for him your letter of (dats), whersin yeu

make reference to a2 rseent statemont published by ihe First Presidency
setting forth the position of the Church reganding partiszn politics and
other related matters,

I have been dirceted to say that menrbers of tha Church ere free to
join anti-Communist erganigzations if they desire and their mombarship
in the Church is not jeopardized by so doingz. The Church is not
oppesing the John Birch Sonlety or amy other organization of like
nature; howsver, it 1s definltely opposed to anyons using the Chursh
for the purpose of inereasing membershlp for private organizations
sponsoring these various ldeclegies.

Sincerely yours,
/s [Clare Middlemiss
Secretary to
President David Q, MeKay
The above letler was read in the United States Senats by Sen.,

Wallace F, Benmatt, and was published in the Congrassionsl Rocord of

Aupust 6, 1963,

An addiidonzl) elardfying letter was writiten by Miss Middlesdss
at the requesti of President MeKzy late in 1965, snswering inguirdes us
to vhether Elder Ezra Tafi Benson was sent to Europe because of his
baving befriended tha Joha Eirch Society.

The first three parsgraphs of this letlter were a repetition,
for the most part, of the letter writien in February, 1963. However,
the final paragraph, concarning Elder Banson, reads:

Presidant MeoXay has further instructed me to tell you that

Elder Ezra Taft Benson was nelt sent to BEurope for the reason

given in your letter, Elder Bonson was called by inspiration

to preside over the Furopsan Mission., Ha has the lowve and
respsct of President MoKay and other General Authorities; and
furthermere, was sustained and uwpheld by them and the membors

of the Church as a membar of the Quorum of the Twelwve Apectles at
the recent Gensral Conferonce of the Church.



Church Opposes Fedaral Add to Education®
Juns 15, 1961

Dear Brother Harding,

Regarding your inquiry as to whother the Church has taken an official
stand against a general program of federal aid to education as embodied
in ths bill already passed by the Senats, please be advised that this
matter was discussed by the Flrst Presidency and the Quorum of the
Twelve sitiing as members of the Board of Trusteez of Brizham Young
University and the Board of BEdu eation of the Chureh, We were unani-
mously of ths opindon that ths propesed leglslation vefore the Congress
is unnecessary and unwise,

I note your statement that you have received hundreds of letters

Irom bishops, stake presidents, and other loyal members of the Church
who are primarily educators and teachers supporting federal aid to
educstion; that en the other hand you have recoived bhundreds of latisrs
from bishops, stake presidents, and othsr loyal membosrs of the Church
primardly nembers of the National Farm Bureau and chambars ef comuerce,
opposing federal pid,

It is appavent from this statement of your's that you detscl in
a rumber of these letters a certain blas because of personal interest
involved, In our deliborations, however, w2 approach ths matter entively
from wbat wo considered o ba right from the standroint of tha natlon,
for wo have no parsonal intorest to socrve,

W2 are fyankly gravely concerned over the inersasing tendency of the
Federal Govorrment to assume more rosponsibllities with an everw
inoreasing irdebtedness. In this respect we note your statement Lhat
the Fadorzl Goverrment controls most of tho revenus in the natien through
the federal inepms tax, and that you, therefore;, think that ths Fedaral
Governzant should tzke on this now burden. In our jJudgment, the tendency
of the Fedaral Government mera and more to contrel the reveme of the
countyry shouwld be roversed, not inereszsed,

It goss withoul saying thet we ape not sttempling to centrol your

vota in this matter, which should be determined by you in the clsar
exercise of your oun eonsciencs, Bub we have glven you our best adviee
based on no little study on ouwr part.

Sincarely yours,

[s/bavid 0. MeKay
President

*Church Section of the Daseret Mews (Salt Lake City), Istter sent to
Rop. Falph R. Haraing of idaho, Novamber 10, 1962.
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The Meaning of Liberalism

By Harold H. Smith, Directer
Information Department
Idaho Farm Bureau

_ A meoting of intellectual minds turned up scms interesting
points about what it takes to be a liberal. Such gquestions were
asked as: Whon will the United States adopt a more "liberal" attitude
towvard disarmarent, eivil rights, federal aid, etc.? Whan can we expaet
abolishmont of the uniwerdean activities committee? The questlon was
also asked: What do you mean by a liberal attitude? It wosa't
answered, however, After being exposed to the aspirations of thse
liberals in the audience, the writer bsgan asking himself something
about ths moaning of liberalism, What is it? Here are & few of his
concluslons:

Iiberalism Moans--That we should give awsy more and mere of
our wealth, making the rest of the world strong even at the riczk of
malking ourselves wealk.

That we musti lead the worldd in total disarnament, expscting
others to follow cur example in maklng the world sefe for...whal?
Wa must be liberals at any cost.

That we abolizh the unAmerican activities committos beceuse
to fight unimericanism is UnAmerican--and very old fashioned,

That we continue to spend more each yoar for sccialistic
causes in crder io show our hwmanitarianism and gur uwnconsern for
bankruptey--which, after all, is just a myth of those who expsct to
take it with them,

That we add billlons ezch year to eur pational debit, for a
natlon that is in dabi 1o itself is really nol in debt at all,

That we continne to empower labor leadors with the authorlty
to take ovor the nation, diectate to business, irdustry, and agri-
culture, for labor is ths only real wealth of a nation and all else
should be subservient,

That whoraver riots and vislanss erupt in the world we should
fecd the rictors and encourags more violence, for this furthers the
cause of libsraiisme-and anything that bhas a liberal tag is a2 noble cause.
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That our government must not oppose communism--for that 1is
MeCarthyism, We must not oppose the spredd of communism even in our
own land, for if communism is to prevail it must be the belter system.
So let's give it every chance,

That it is unAmerican to oppose cormunism, for we believe in
freedom of speech and ihought--sven though where communism prevails
there is no freedom in life.

That ths true liheral will not believe communism and freedom
do not exdst togethsr or that capitalism offers the individual greater
freedom of opportunity-~or that comminism is anti-Christian, Just
don't believe anything not liberal,

That our conslitvutlion is outmodad in thls day of liberalism
and should be overhauled to conforn to "the needs of the times,”
The liberal is part of the wrecking crew.

That since we believe in freedom of the press we must give the
Comminisis a free hand to disseminate literature among us which
cglls for the overthrow of ocur government and our free way of life,
Yet, the liberal is silent asbout the Communists! refusal to resiprocats
with freedom of the press and thoughtin their own country. The liboral
remsins silent over the Russian jJamming of American broadecasts of Radle
Free Europa.

Thet every encourazement be glven in the Cormunist effort to
force success of 1ts philesephy on pereple evoryvhere, including America.
To counter Communlist efferts is to "appeal te fear and emotlons.”

That 4t is in tho best interests of Americz to ban the showling
of £ilms in this country traclng the rdse and progress of Communisme
but undmerican to ban Commmunist literaturs or Hellywood filma designed
to tear dovm capltaliszm in Anerdca and blacken cw* name in the werld.
It is unAmeriean to disséminats truth sboul communisa bult apparently
dmerican t¢ glve Communist lies access to our mails,

That the liberal will bend over backwards to be dupsd by
communisti~~and baing the trus liberal he never Zeems to learn a
thing or forget a thing. A1l of BEastern Europe and the masses of
Asia in Communist chains is a fact ignersd by the liberal who elings
to the old elichs that "it can't happen hera,."

Iiberalisn means all that the word implies: being liberal,
being fres with what we have exceplt our common sense, omr good old
fashionad stability--yas, our plain old rugged individualism at whish
the liberal yells with laughter. It is a derisive laughter that comes
from ons who ean't offer a way of life as abundant as the Amarican way
which has brought tc more pecple ihs best life ever rocorded in the
history of man, anywhors at any tims.
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The liberal doesn't seem to want to understand that the Communists
strive to show that freedom means explesion, vielence, suffering and
starvation, as in the Congo--whore the Commmunlst strategy is that
finally the psopla, out of desperation, will choose comminism as the
only way.

Liboralism is the political paradox of our times. What makas
the liberal always a liberal is an enigma that evon he cannot revezl.
For an unknown reason he is ashamod to be anything else on any subject.
It is a diseaso that people--young people generally--suffer wilih until
they reach maturity in thought and understanding of the real walues
of life.

Ona of the most dangerous faets about the libsral movement is
that its proponsnts will not back away from any idea that has bean
tageged "liiboral,” The liberal goss all out for everything liberal.
Words, such as "patriotism” and "Americanism,” and the philosophy
of the founding fathers are enly ehildish ideas for eondervatives
and reactionariss. MNobody as far ahsad of his time as a liberal thinks
he is, could find any use for such outmoded words and ideas that
pertain to being an Amardean, first, lesst and always,

Harold H. Smith

Heprinted from
Tdaho Farm Burvasu Nows,

March, 1961,
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April 15, 1951

Mr. Lloyd Browning
Exscutive Secretary
Idaho Farm Burean
Pocatello, Idaho

Daar Lloyd:

I would like to order fifty copies of yeur Jdahe Farm Bursav Naws for
the month of March, I just finished rezding Harold Smith's editerial,
"The Meaninz of Iiberalism,™ and I certainly feel that it deserves
wide distribution.

I wany my colleagues in the Congress and especlially on the House
Unimerican Activities Cormilttee to know just how far the John Birch
Soclety has pormested the Idaho Farm Bureau, I think that this
editorial does an excellent job of demonstrating this,

I feel that Harold Smith's tactics of calling liberals "eommmnists”
are some of tho most deplorable that I have ever seen., I don't
necessarily considser myself a liberal, but if Hirold Smith considers
himself a conservative, I am sure I am at the othep end of the toltem
pole. I can assure you that peopls such as nyself not only know the
meaning of "patriotisa® and "iAmerdcaniss” but also the meaning of
tolerance, and I am grateful that I have snough toleration of the
beliefs of othors that I am able to read this type of an editorial end
not hate the nan who wrote it, but just pity this man,

I bave many frievds who clasify themsslves ac conservatives ard find
them to ba haonest, sincere, loyal, davoted Americans., I aleo have many
friends who consider themselves liberals end find that they alseo are
loyal and dovoted lmericans and belisve in many of the things that Harold
Smith hos scoused them of opposing, I can assure you that this iype

of hate propagandsa in your newspaper will certainly help you to find
your place in history.

I look fomwerd to recelving 1y fifty copies of your paper, &5 soon
&s possible,

Sincerely yours

[s[R21ph R, Harding
Mamber of Congress


http://vd.ll
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Farm Bureau Lashed,

Harding Calls Group FConfused...Stubborn®#

Hardine is Guest of Farm Bureau, lHansen Eacks Buroales,
Representative ﬁilph Harding (D-Idaho) at a bi=-partisan, "ieet the
Candidate” open moating Tussday (October 20) sponsored by the Jercme
County Farm PBaresu, attacked the Farm Bureau for "failing to line up
with other farm organizations on ths wheat referendum matter.

Harding was nore explicit in his comments about the Farm Bureau
following the meeting whan ha was interviewed by the MNorth Sids News.

Hits Farm Furoaue-. He labzsled the Farm Fursesu as the organi-
zation which has consistontly put a crlmp in federal sponsored programs
and called the Farm Buresu members “misdirected, confused and stubborn.®

Walter Shouse, president of thoe Jerome County Farm Bureau and
nodsrator for the evening, had 1lititle to say on Harding's statements.
It is a well knoun fact that Idaho and Magic Valley Farm Bureaus ware
instrucental in defoat of the wheat refersndwm in the statas,

Several days ezrlier, Harding spealking bofore county Democrats,
sald Ypropagarnda and falss informetion led to the defeat of the wheat
issue,”

lavels Attackee,It was apparent that he referred to the Famm
Bareau positicn. About 100 persons atlended the potluck dinmer, *I
bat Ralph didn't realize he wvas the guest of the Fawe Burean this everning.
I'd 1iks to hear what he se 278 to his campalgn mansger tomcrrow when he
finds out,™ & Farm Bureau member ecownanted.

Harding's remarks drow a shocked silsnce from the Farm Bursau
audienca.

...__,._,.. e et ol 2 B

Georgo nanﬁan, Hnﬁhblzcan oand;data for harding's SHat in Congzress,
Th2re was ko mxchanga between Hansen and Harding dus to the discussion
arrvanzsmenl. whareby opposing ecandidatas bhad an opportuniiy to commentd
on issyes but nel to opsnly debate each otheér at the time. However,
Hansen commendsd the Farm Buresau.

Pralses Buraaiime,"l don't eritlecize you for doternmining your
own eourse of action," Hansen sald, referring to the wheat refereundun,
"The Amorican farper 1s being diseriminsted apainst,” he pointed ocut,
Hansen egeid that ever though the wheat referondua was defeated, the

*lorth Sids Nows (Jercme) October 22, 1964, pp. 1, B. Also see
roprinted ariticle in Special Election Edition of ldaho Farm Bureaun Nesws
(Pocatsllo), October, 1964, XVII, No. 14, m. 1,3.
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Seoretary of Agzriculture went ahead with other federally inspired famm
programs, "I belisvae the farmer is bedlng manipulated by the Stata
Department for forelsn welfare and I feel welfare should begin at home,®
Hansen commented. Harding, comsenting on agriculture, indicated that
government had an important rele in farm regulation.

Favors Controls--,He said controlled planting is not tha answer
to American agriculture programs, "We simply can't market what we
can preduce, If we could dump 21l our surplus in the ocean and start
anew it still wouldn't be the answer, According to ons authority we
can preduce two billion bushels of wheat., PBut we only need 1,200,000,000
bushels,® he said,

Still 2 Surpluse-,Harding explained that with the philosophy
£ uncentrelled planting the mation would still end up with a surplus.
"de need farm programs ard we nsed good farm prograus,® Harding
commented,

th Hansen and Harding covered the same guestieons posed by
Shouse but it was on the points of federal control and intervention
that the eandidates differed most, Harding, in his presentation,
said he voted "about 85 per cent with plans sponsered by the Kennedy.
Johnson administration.” ¥I always vole my convictions," hs added,
Harding also explainzd that ha is in favor of states rights but stressed
the role of the fedoral govermment.

Stronz Controls«-,"How long could we exist if we had 50 separate
federal governments,” he pointed out, apparently indicating that hs
favored a strong centralizsd povermment, Hardine alse said that if
poople want state legisiantures patterned after the U,8, Congress, that
is the right of the people of the state. Hznzen agreed.

On the tople of foreign aid te Coreminist natiens, Harding
charged that sid was extended to Yugoslavia under the Eisenhower
Admindstration and called wheat sales to Russia o "wvary wise decision,®

*Tha U.S5.; in selling the wheat; showed the superiorily of a
capatalictlie form of government,® Harding added.

Questions FoliticSw=.Hansen, in cormenting on the questions
prasanted, szid he did not eriticicze the integrity of Harding..."WJust
his politics.”

] am in favor of maintaining our wonderful country as & land
of opportunity, not as a welfars stalo,” Hansen added. "We mast turn
aside from considering that there is a large side we are on,” he said,
"] an flatly cpposzsd to a patermalistie form of govermmsnt., "The
billlons which we are wasting overseas 1s causing us to sperd our-
solves into destrucliion,” Hausen said.

Confused Policye=."Wo have an inconsistent foreign policy.
Our allies don't lvow which side we are on,™ he said., In addltion to
tha Congresslonal carndidates, Jerome County office ceekers of both
partles were present.



http://Shou.se

233

Harding Insults Farm Burcau Fositions#

Walter Randelph, Vice Presidant of Amerdcan Farm Bureau
Federation, and representative of the Farm Bureau at the Damocratic
Flatforn Committes hearings on August 19, 1964 was asksd the following
aquestion by Representative Rslph Harding of Jdaho, followlng his
presentation of the Farm Bureau's recommendations for the party farm
platform:

Rop. Harding: "Mr., Chairman. I'd like to ask one question of
the Farm Bureau. I sit on the House Agriculiure Committes and I've
watched representatives of the Farmers Union, the Hational Grange,
National Wheat Crowers, Missourl Farmers Association and all of
American agriculiura's representatives come in combined and united
on farm leglslation except the Farm Bureau., And it is apparent to me
that whemover we have a matter affectingz the wheat growers, the Famm
Bureay has taken the side of the millers or whenever there has been
a matter alfecting the farm power users or REA the Farm Bureau has
taken the side of the private power companles, And furthermore when-
evor thore's boen e matter of conflict between farmers ard food pro-
cessors the Farm Bureau has represented the food processers. Now as
Congresswan Pat Jennings of Virginia used %o say, when lMr, Shuman
would couwe before our Committes, "How do the rest of the insurance
companliss fesl about {his legislationi™ Now, I would like to ask how
many dirt farners does Farm Bareau representciv

Mr. Randolph: ™ell, you sure have mada a speoch., I'd like
to say at the beginning that I don't agree with anylhing you said.n

Fop. Harding: "Hell, I don'tsgree with you elther.®

Mr, Pandolph: "Iou are greatly mistuken in your faets. The
membership of the Farm Barsau was given in this statepent we made and
we will subult for itho record a statement of ovr membership by states,
1,628,295 fzrm and ranch families,

EDITCR'S NOT2: It was dnterestinz to note that this was the
only question during the platform hearings that was intended to
disoredit any farm organization,

—

*Idaho Faym Eareaw Nsws (Poecatallo), "Harding Insults Farm Burean
Positions,® Special Zlection Edition XVII, No. 14, p. 3. Also sse
Natienal Fermers Unlon, Weshington Newslettsr (Washington, D.C. ),
Augmst 28, 1964, XTI, No, 27.
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Fditorial*

Representative R,lph Harding has mever taken any pains to hide
his dislike of the Naotional Farm Bureau Fedsration so his remarks in
Joroma, Octobor 20, attacking the farm group shouldn't surprise anyone,
The Congressman was a guest at a "Moot Your Candidates™ gathering
sponsorad by the Jerome County Farm Bureau. Harding was protiy open
in his comments about the Farm Bureau, It's not often you hoar a
guest insult a host.

0f conrse Hawding probably fipures he had nothing to losa by
being so franic in his opinions, He has never carried Jerome County
and he probably figures he won't carry the county this year either,

Although Harding meant his comments as an insulit, his remarks
wers really a compliment to Farm Bareau poliey whieh encourages its
members to think on their owm and not be swayed by politieal pressures,

(ar Jerome County Fawm Pureau is compossed of intelligent,
sensibles peopls who constantly strive to improve their own organization
while improving their county, Jerome Faym Bureau President Walter
Shousa and other officers are dedieated, hard working persens and are
highly respected in our commminity. So when an outsider like Harding
calls Farm Birecau nembers Frisdirected, confused and stubborn® it
kind of gets our dander up.

Bayding sufferad an intense porsomal defeat when the wheat
reforendun wus voted down by the famers, He'll never forget that the
referendun's dofeat was dus prineipally to the opposition by Famm
Burezus acrcss tho nation who went out of their way te tell farmers
the true faets in the issue, Harding deesn't like admindstration farm
scheames exposede=it's just that simple. He would like to muffle the
Fara Bareaw, havo them get in lins bohind further effert by the
governnent to control agriculture., Fortunatsly, Fara Parean rembers
don'tcaare about Harding's insults and we are cortain that in future
years they will continue to maintain their perspoctive. If there is
any "confusion and misdirection” it rests with My, Havrding, not with
the Fara Parsan. Please keep that in mird vhen you enter the polling
booth cn Novembsr 3.

wWortheide fews (Jerome), Editorial, Cotober 22, 1964, p. 2.
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The followlng is en editorial read eover the air on radio
station KRYK in Rexburg, Idaho, Scptember 27, 1964, at 1:05 mm by
Gene Shumate:

Good=-afterncon, everyone.

I saw a real domonstration of raw politiecel power last nizht., Tt
was very interesting. Most of us don't have the cpportuniiy to feel
or hear the real struggles that go on in closed rooms of polities,
But ths room was opened last night., This particular room was the
dining room of the Idamont Hotel in Rexturg, where a news conference
was held with dignitaries who were taldng part in the inspection of
the Teton River and then honoring Congrezsman Ralph Harding at a
dinner at the Fleks College Ballroom. The dignitaries were Congressman
Harding, Congressman Mike Kirwin of Chlo, Secretary of the Interdor
Stowart Udall and Assistant Secretary John Carver. The star of the
show was Kirwin,

¥irwin supplied tho raw politieal power, Through the news representa-
tives preseni, hs told Idaho people that unless they re-elected Harding
this November there would be no Fremont Dam on ths Toton River. That
was it; no veiled threats, no subtlety, no double=talk, just a siste-
ment of fact.

Who is Kirwin? Well, he is & remarkable man who has been in Congress
for 28 years. As a young man, he worked in coal mines and on rail-
roads., Hs has boen as automatic in elsctions in ths Youngstowm, Chio,
district as 2 Democratie ronines from Mississippi or a Republiecan
noemince from Yermont.

Kirwin has worked his way up to the chalrmanship of the Subcommittee
on Public Works Appropriations and states that he personally has been
respensible for eppropriating 5 billion dellars in publice works durding
the past 22 yoars.

The 76 year old FKirwin is also chairman of the Democratic Cengressional
Campaign Commitise, ard it is dvious that he is sxtremely effective,
based on his showing of last nieht, There is scarcely a distriet in
the Onited States that has not been or wants {0 be a recipient of
federal woney in soms public works project. Kirwin is the head filler
of ths pork barrvels, Hs not only keeps the Congressmen in line

but he keeps the people in line, too.

In other metters discrssed last might, Seceretary Udall sald that the
Fremont Dan normally will take fyom 4 to 5 years to bulld, Ha said
there will be 2 Furean of Heclmaatlon headjuarters set up when the
first monoy is appropriated, amd this headguarterys will house the task
force that does the final planning and oversees the construction. Askad
where such a headouarters mlght ba, he said that is yet to be decided
but he spent some {ime in St. Anthony yesterday afternoon and was
impressed by the fact that there is space already available, This

space is the vacated buildings of tho Forest Service, The Targhee
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Headquarters durinz the past year moved into a new building in S5t.
Anthony, bul the govermment still is in possession of the former
buildings.

The Secretary said he has hopss of being able to sit dowm with the
people of Idaho Power after the election and arrive at a decislon
whereby Idahs Power would deliver Pormeville Powor to Southern Idaheo,
He said the recent interetis arrangement between the Northwest and
Southwest give a good precedent for combiming facilitles of publie
and private powar. Seven-hundred million dollars will bs spent to
tie in the Northwest with Hoover Dam in Nevada. Tha federal governe
ment will provids 300 million, the City of los Angeles will provide 50
million, and the private power utilities will provide 350 million to
build lines to whosl surplus power frem the Columbia Basin to the
power=starved Southwest and Southern California,

Udzll praised John Carver for his work in the deparitment anrd said he
was ons of ths most able men the Dapartment of the Interdior had ever
had, Carver, an Idahoan ard former assistant to Senator Church,
replied by saying that Udall was the greatest Secretary that Interior
had ever had., In answer to &2 questiion concerning Carver's political
embltions in Idaho in the future, Carver sidesteppsd it.

Kirwin said that Handing was ons of the brightest young men to come to
Congrass since he had been there. Everybody sald that Hirwin had dons
mora through public works for the West than any man in history,
inaluding President Theodore Roosewelt.

Concerning Euns Creek, Kirwin said he had put 67° thousand dollars

in the budret this year» for a further study of an expanded dam,
Harding sald he was confident there eventually would be a Furns Creek
Dam, Udall agreed. Hs said that Fremornt Dam was the first step.

The second step will be the extension of Bonmneville Power in Southern
Idsho, and the third step will be Birns Creek.

Kirwin also gaid he had put in 400 thousard dellars for tha Rirde
projest ard ha did it because Harding had asked him to,

Preceding the trip down ths Teton yesterday and the banqust last night,
the most pewsworthyw=or, &t least, most talked aboutesdeveloyment

was Governor Robert Smylie's refusal to be a part of the sctivities,
The Governor sald the whole thing was political and designed only to
help Congressnman iarding politically., The Democrats acted insulted.
Secretary Udall, befors ths news conference, ccmmsnted that ha thought
the Frevont Dan should be nawmalSmylie Dam. And durding the news
eonferance, he said, "I wish he had been on one of the rafts.”

But any illusions concernming the nor.political poss disappeared with
the appoarancoe of Congressman Kirwin, Hs arrived about 5 minutes
late to the news conference, Up to that time, the illusion was still
apparent. Kirwin didn't hositats,
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His opening statement was, "I'm 28 years in Congrass and I play the
rules. Some projects have waited 35 years for money after they were
authorized., It is up to "We the peoople! to follew through." When

no one rose to the bait and asked what following through by the people
consisted of, Kirwin supplied the arnswer, "Heep Harding so that he
ean ask me.”

He was stating one o¢f the political facts of life, of course., In a
Public Worles Project, the authorization by Congress is only the first
step. The signing of the bill by the President is ithe sscond step.
Neither one means a thing, actually, unless there is monoy made
available tc support the authorization., The President asks for it and
it is up to Congress to vote it. I almost said "up to Congreass to
supply it,” bot that's a trap we all fall inte frequently., The people
of ths country "supply® the money. The Congress says whare it should
be spent. As far as I know, Congress itself hasn't made a dime since
the forminz of it.

¥What tumied out to be the final guestion last niehi was ens that want
back to Kirwin's opening statement, The question was, "In the event
that a Hepubllean is elected from the Second Congressional Distrlet,
and M, Harding is dsfeatsd, what happens to ths Fremont Dami”

Eirwin answered, "I would take cars of some other project that's
beon waiting for 30 years, if a Ropublican i5 elected.”

This mmst make Mr. Harding the wealthiest wman in Washington. Fresident
Johnson's worth is estinated betwesn 4 and 14 million dollars.
Congressnan Harding is worth 52 million.

Good-afternoon, everyone, Thanks for listening.
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This letter was sent to aporoximately 1,000 employees of the Pocatello
Division of the J. R. Simplot Company.

October 19, 1964

PLEASF, READ CAREFULLY--YOUR JOH IS AT STAKE!!!

Dear Fellow BEuployse:

You will rewmember that I wrote to you in my official capzclty as your
Genaral Manager on April 29, soliciting your help in urging Congress fo
deny a request by Bonmeville Power Adridnistration for avthorization ito
bulild a powsr line into Southarn Idaho to sell electric power far
below cost to our electric furnace compstitors and thereby destroy our
industry and your job, This request was denied butthe threat still
strongly exists 23 long as Conpressman Ralph Hardine remains in offica
because he has termed this defeat only & temporary seibaeck that he will
keep working hard to correct.

I am now writing to you as an irdividual and at my own expense in order
to avoid ary possible conflict with election laws so that this soriocus
threat to our jJobs can again be brought to your attention.

The marked parasgraphs on opeges 3, 4, 6, and 12 of the enclesed spesch
(which I havs alsc had printed at my own expense) explain just why
Bonneville Power in Scutharn Idaho will destroy ocur industry and your
job by subsldizinz the giant electrle process corporaticon against us
with millions of dollars of your own tax money each and every year. In
fact, if you will take time to read the whole spoech, you willl be

fully informed cn this whole threatening subject.

Ralph Haxrdingz has basn working hard to eut our throais with our ovn

tax money and thus brinz this eatasirophe urpon us and has promised to
acoomplisi 1t if re-~slectod, I don't iow wiy hs insists on champloning
glant world-wids corporations at the expense of home owned industry
that reinvests 2ll its prefits in Idaho, but I uwrge you to do everything
possible to defeat Mr., Hardine on Novembor 3, and thereby put 211
politicians, regzardless of politics or party affiliation, on notice
that we will not stand to have our jobs threalened in this way. The
slectlon at this point looks very clcsa, and every vole against My,
Harding you can muster among your friends, neighbors, and rolatives
could be very important to the preservation and growth of our business
end all of ocur Jobs.

Sincerely yours,
[s /i, Grant ¥ilbourne

Pe5. If you have not dons so, pleass bz sure to KEGISTER befors
Oetober 23, ard bs sure to VOTE November 3,
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EDITORIAL®
Have You Written Your Congressman lately?

If So, Hs May Send You a Reply: "You're a MNutl"

In May of this year, Dr, James R. Kircher, Burley physician,
wrote two letters to Rep. Ralph Harding (D-Idaho) giving his wviews
in opposing a pay ralse for congressmen, In his first lstter, Dr.
Kircher pointed out that a $7.500 inerease in pay was cut of lina., The
facts were, he wrote, that the sum was still 2 33 per cent increase of
the top salaries, whereas those civil servants and military personnsl
at a lower pay scale and who would need the ralsa the most wceuld have
to be satisfied with a mich lesser increases. Xircher also explained
that the present congressmen received a comfortable fringe bensfit
of $3,000 exemption, and also was concerned over a "eonfliet of
interest" code of ethics which was nolt adopted by Congress to apply
to its own members,

Farther enlightening Mr, Harding, the good doctor saild: "The
$3,000 exemption Jjust happens to coineida with the arbitrary level
of income that has been delermined by the present administration te
be "poverty." 1 wonder what the poverty populabtion would think of
this exemption--if ths fael were as broadly publielzed in the press
as thelr plizht and "benefiis" the federzl government plans for them?
He explained further that he had trisd to give ons of his employues
a raise of $25. After the withholding tax and Soclzl Security tax
were deducted, she retained 320,70 of the original raiss she deserved,
"In summary,” the doctor said, "I am opposed to this propesal, not
so much because of the inecreased pay to soms employess, but rather
because you are now getting a $3,000 tax-free salary, and I seriously
doubt that anyons should expect 2 33 per cent increase in thelr salary.”

Sixteen days later, Rircher forwarded another letter to Nr.
Harding and doclarad: "I believe certain basle prineciples should
apply and ares as valid in the field of public service as in the sector
of private business and employment., PFay railsss are usvally earned
first 4rnd then sxpeoeted and attained es a reward for good business
managerent, rol for poor managsmenlt and centinual efforts resulting
in a repaating defieit for the employer." This fundamental logie,
Kircher said, was quite apparaent to a group of hizh school age
individuals in Burley, who unanimously rojected the idea of voting a
pay raise for onc's self during a peried of an unbalansed budget. Dr.
Kircher added: "Whsn Congress illustrates with action and conclusive
procf it is for saving and fiscal soundness, rather than big spending
and fiscal drresvorsibility, & pay reise for its nembers will then be
in order and a propsy reward for good service." (As all Americans
kniow, in this sp-called era of prosperity, the pay-raise bill passed in

*The Idaho Sundav Statesman (Boise), "Have You Written Your Congressman
Iately? If' So, He May Sechd You & Reply: ‘'You're a Mut!'" Qetober 18,
1964, p, b,
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Congress. Ropresentatlives Harding of Idabo's Second District and
Compton White of the First District voted for the pay hike,)

Dr. fircher awaited a reply to his communications, but it was
not until Juns 8, that Mr. Harding dictated a letter from his office
in Congress in a franked envelops:

Dear Dr, Kircher:

I just thought you would like to lmow that I have besn
receiving some very ipnorant, slanderous and stupid lettars
from someons in Burley who is using your name gnd stationery.
I wanted you to be fully aware of this, and maybe you can
prevent this person from writing me. I am sure that the type
of letters he 1s writing reflects ro credit upon anyone,

/s/ Ralph Harding

The reply could be found quite humorous if the issus had not
been a serious cne, Bat there is no lewity in ths matier when an Tdaho
congressman so brusquely pushed aside a sincere inquiry and viewpoint
exprassed by an Idahoan.

Kirchar wrote his congressman--an effort which more Tdahoans
should undertako-~and Mr. Harding replied, in effect, that the dostor
was a rut, The reply is trite anmywey. It is not original with Mr,
Harding.

The Second Distriet Congressman, now seaking re-election Lo a
second and "more prosporous™ term, is not as interesied in serving
the people of his ragion as he is in perpetnating the image of the
perscnable Ralph Hawding., Thus he would toss off any suzpestion which
might be in oprosition to his own visws with halfewit brevity., An
intelligont answar to the doctor might have been written; but the
Harding term has boen a rather vapid affair and what should one
expzet T

At ary rate, Idahoans know Doctor Kircher proved & point. Win
or lose November 3, some congressmen remain overpaid and they type
of letters they write to constitnents refiecis no credit upon then,
Dr. Kixocher, the sindents in Purley and other - patrons of Mr. Harding
are being chaated.
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EDITORTAL®
Harding Latters Reveal Immaturity

(EDITOR'S NOTE: EBurley FPhysican James R. Kircher recently
wrote Rep. Ralph Harding expressing his views in opposing a pay raise
for congressmen, Harding's reply referred to Dr. Kircher's eplstlss
as "very ignorant, slanderocus and stupid letters.”™ In our cpinien,
Dr. Kircher presented some very sourd reasons for opposing the raise.)

The reaction of Congressman Ralph Hardinz to critielsm from Dr.
James R. Kircher of Burlsy probably set a new record for political
irmaturity in the U. S. Congress.

As far 23 we are concerned it is not basically a question of
whether the views of Congressman Harding or Dr. Kircher are right on
any given issue but the manner in which Congressman [larding acted
when faced with criticism. Congressman Harding acted like a spoiled
c¢hild who, apparently, seriously belleves no ons could think differenily
than he doez on matters affecting the welfare and safety of 190 million
people acress the nation.

Dr. Kirchor, es any other citizen, has & =isght to his viows
and deserves to be treated by the Congrossman representlng his district
with courtesy irrespsctive of Congressman Harding's opinion of those
views., 7Thls applies to pay ralses for govermnment employess and
elective officerz, powar, madical care for the aged, meat import
quotas, the John Elrch Scciety, the Americans for Domoeratie Action,
the price of fish in Finland or any other subjest of stzts, national
or international concern.

It is obvious to anyons familiar with the Dr. Klrcher-Congressman
Harding confrontation that the Congressian regards anyone whose visws
are different from hids as an extremist crackpot. Even if Congressman
Harding regards such people who disagree with him as extremist crackpots,
he should have the maturdity and good judement to face such sitvations
25 an adult rather than as an oplulonated, shallow psrsen who hardly
demonsiratos the semse of balance to deal with the life or death
problems the world faces in the nuclear age.

Yot, Congrossman Harding 1s now asking Idaho voters to send him
back to Congress where he will have an important voice in grave matters
of engrmous iwport to Idahoans as well as countless millions through-
out the world. Mre. Harding says he ghould be returnsd to Congross
because of his senierity in that body and its supposed bonefits to
the people of Idaho. It seems to us Congressman Harding will have to
grow up very quickly befors he will heve senloriiy in any body either
governmani or private,

*Burley HMerald Fulletin (Purley), FEditerizl: *Harding letters Reveal
Tmmaturity,” Cetober 23, 1964, p. 4.
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Undoubtedly Congressman Harding feels his pressnce in Washington
is neaded to save America and Idaho from extremist crackpots or others
who do not ses eye to eye with his ideas, Mr, Harding might do well
to hesd the Biblical admonition: Pfse¢sst thou a man wise in his cun
conceit? Thero is more hope of a fool than of him."™ Proverbs, XXVI:12.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Rep., Harding Retorts to Editordal Charga*

Rep. Ralph Harding, Democratic candidate for re-election in the
Second Congressional Disirict, replying to an editorial in the Sunday
Statesman eriticizing him in connection with an exchange of letters
with a constituent, sald londay the editorial was "misleading" and
Binsulting.” His reply wes contained in the followlng letter to
The Statesman:

I have patiently taken a lot of abuse frem what I eonsider to
bo unfalr editordals in The Statesman., Surday's editorial
concerning my correspondence with Dr, Iircher is an example of
this attitude.

Flays Decention--.You made an atiempt to picture me as answerlng
two reasonable letters opposing a fedsral pay ralse with "a
deliberate angry insulting letter.” This was deceiving in
itself, but your insimiation that this was anywhere rear a
typical answer to a constituent was misleading to the psople of
Jdaho ard insulting to me parsonally,

Since I bave been in Congress I have received my share of
erackpot mail from constituents like D, Kirsher of Burley.

I answerad his first letters patiently, carefully, and politely.
Howover, subsequent letters wers answered appropriately. 1
have receivod many letlers froa Dr. Kirchor opposing the United
Natlions, supporting the position of the John Birch Society and
lambasting me as a Congressman,

Unreasonable lstter-.,I remambar distinetly that the letter of
De. Kirchor's that I answered with my "delibzrate angry insulting
letter”™ was an unreasonable letier in which he chargelme with
#typleal lefist mentality and methods,” not ths two reasonuble
lottars you suggested. The subjoct of his letter was anti-BFA,

I expectad an antl-Harding letter-writing nmovoment this ecampaipgn
but I didn't expsct it to be dignificd by the editoriasls of even
such a Republican paper as the Stateman., Especially when you
falled to contact me for a full release of all correspondence
batween D, Kircher and myself before writing such a prejudiced
ertiels,

If 1t is practiecal end you want to pursue the matter further,

I sugpast you publich all the cerrespondence betwoen Dr,
Kireher and myself ard 1ot the pecple of Idaho judge whethar or
not my latter wns justified.

*The Idaho Dailly Statesman (Eolse), "Rep. Harding Hotorts to Editorial
Charge,” October 20, 1964, p. 6.




May 11, 1964

Ralph Harding, M. C.
House Office Building
Washingten 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Harding:

I understand legislation to inersase ths pay of govornment employses is
agaln proposed, The major change Ifrom the previsusly defested maasurs
if that only $7,500 inersase is proposed for Corgressmen rather than
the previcusly proposed $10,000.

It seems o ma that the $7,500 increase is out of line in view of
thosa facts:

1. This iz still a 33 per cent inersase of the top salaries,
whoreas the lower pay scale whn may nesd it ths =most must
ba satisfied with a lesser raise,.

2. TIncluded with the present Congressmon's pay is a nice
fringe banefit of 2 $3,000 exemption.

3. Ths "Confliet of Intercstv code of ethics has not beon
adopted by congress to apply to its own members,

The §$3,000 excaption just happens to coincide with the arbitrary level
of incore that has bzen dotermined by ths present administration to be
Fpoverty.¥ I wonder what the poverty populatien would think eof this
oxemption--if the feet were as broadly publlicized in the press as is
their plight and "benefits” the fedoral govermment plans for thenm,

Recontly I TRIED to give ons of my employess a raise of $25. After the
withholding tax and Social Securdity Tax were deducted, she retained
$20.70 of the oripinal ralse I felt she deserved.

In summary: T am opposed Lo this prepozal mot 80 much because ef the
incroased psy to some emplioyees butl rather bsoause you ave now geliting
a $3,000 tax froo selary, and I seriously doubt that anyons should
oxvoct a 33 psr cent inoresse in thelr salary.

Sincercly yours;

Js/ JAMES R. KIRCHER, M. D,
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l‘hﬁ" 2?; 195“‘

The Honorable Ralph Harding M, C.
Eouse QOffice Mailding
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Congressman Harding;

I beliave coariain basic principals should apply and are as velld
in the fisld of public service as in the zector of private business
ard employment.,

Pay ralses are usually earned first and then expected anl attainad
25 a reward for good business management, not for poor managamant
and contimial efforts resulting in a repeating defiecit for the
empluyeit.

This fundamental logic was guite appavent to a group of hiech school
age individuals in Parley. They unanimously rejected tho idea of
voling a pay reise for onosoll during a pericd of an unbalanced
budget. (When have we last had e balancad budget t)

When Congress 1liunstrates with action ard eonclusive pronf it is for
saving and fiseal soundness, rather than bip spending and fiscal
irrosporsibility, & pay raise for its mambers will then be in oxder
and a proper revard for good service.

Sincerely yours,
Je/ JAMES R, KIKCHER, M. D.

JRYE :hd
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May 27, 1964

Publie Forum Editor
Salt Iake Tribune
Salt lake City, Utah

Dear Sir:

Congressman Ralph Harding's lstter of self-justification supporting
his position on the BPA controversy in the May 21 issus was a besautiful
example of the leftist mentality and methods.

In prosenting a "poor ma® picture, he hopes to detour the reader from
the main points of the issue. The "facts® pressnled wera only a
portion of the facts eppropriate to the issue in question.

If ihe Conmressman is so fira in his righiteous position, why does ha
go to such lengths to justify his passition? One rust consider, howaver,
this is an elsction year,

Congressmaen lapding justifies ths selling of DPA power balaw cost
boeause the BFA atcwmlated & "surplus®™ in ils re-puyment schadule,
Hstory and fects prove the BPA rates ware lowsred in conjunction with
the extonsion, by the edict of Sserotery Udall of BPA into Southern
Jdaho. The ratos were lowsred bslew ihe actual cost of prodiucing the
pover--this was *justification® "facis” ard "prool™ for ths exlension
of BPA into Idaho.

When the *surplus” has been used for these political purposes, the
rates then must bts ralsed to a realistic level., &y this tim2 of
course, the entirs menipulations have servsd theoir purposes erd by
subterfuge, subsidisad socialistic electric power has been entrenched
in a region whera it was rever nseded.

Sinceraly yours,

[s/ JAMES R, KIRCHER, M. D,
JRK:hd
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June 8, 19864

James R, Kircher, M, D,
Suite 6, Snow Building
Burley, Idaho

Dear Dr. Kircher:
I just thought you would like to know that I have been
receiving some very ignorant, slanderous, and stupid letters
frem someone in Burloy who is using your name and stationery.
I santed you ite be fully awara of this, and mayba you can
prevent. this person from writing to re. I am surs that the
typs of letlsrs he is writing refolet no craedit upon enyone,
Very truly yours,

[s/ Ralph Harding
Membar of Cengrass

HH:¥n



250

June 12, 1964

Ralph Hardine, M. C.
House Office Huilding
Washington 25, D. C.

Doar Congressman Harding:

Thank you for your letter of June B8, 1964, I wish to inform you
that ths stationery is mine, the letters are mine, ard the signature
on them is mine, Inasmach as in your opinion they ara '"very
ignorant, slanderous, and stupid”™ I wish to assure you that I have
opinlons also ragarding the nature of certain letbters in answer to
mine from a Congressman who 1s using your name and stationsry.

I assure you also that it is silll not just my privilege and righi,
bat my duty to write my conpgressionmal delegaiion, sven io eriticlis
them if I foel so inclirsd,

"Ta be born in froszdom 1s an aceident:; to live in freedom is a
privileze; te¢ dle in freedenm is a duty and an obligation.”

Sincerely yours,

/s [IAMES R. XIRCHER, M. D,

JRE:hd
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LETTER SENT TO CONVENTIOM DELEGATES

May 21, 1964
P,0. Box 2023
Pocatello, Idaho

Doar Fellow Idahoan:

I wish thers were time to write a parsonal letter, I have
tried to visit with as many of our good party workers as possible in
tha short time since I entered the Congressional race, I sincerely
hope I can get to see everyons in tha next few wecks.

I'm surec you will be quick toegree that we have not had
epen minded representation in our Second District Congressicnal
office since the G,0.P. lost it four years ago. Instead, there have
been frequent immature and undignified outbursts on issuss that have
no relevance to the position held and served no purpose except to
cripple Idaho and her cgconomy by ineffective representatlicin and
continual prosotion of federal encroachmeonts into our lives.

I'm very concernsd about this deplorable corndition and fesl
keenly about giving Idaho the kind of representation she needs and
deserves. I feel that things ave such that we can glve you the best
chance for vlelory possible. Thers are nmany hurdles, conventions,
primary enrd the geoneral sleection., I pledge to you ths hardest
working cempalgn vessible--please lerd us your support all ths way.

Sincerely yours,

/8] George V, Hansen
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INFORMATION SENT TO CONVENTION DELEGATES

George V. Hansen for Congress
Dear Fellow Republican:
Greetings and best wishes for a successiul your!

We urge your support for the candidaey of George V. Hansen for U, 5.
Represontative as the G.0.P. candidate most likely to win the 1984
genoral election,

GEORGE_BELIEVES:

eoedn oqual rights and equal justice for all tempered with respone
sibility and honesty.

seothat faith in the individual is the only true foundation for our
naticnal strength.

ees8s Lincoln did, that a govermment should do for its citizens only
those things that have to be done, but cannot ba done by individuals
for themselves,

esothat our national stabdlity dopends entirely upon the basic
constitutional principles that unite us.

eesthat freo enterprise and ercouragsment of individual incentive
glve ihis nation an ecoromic system second to none on earth,

eesthat sound economic growth is generated only by & balanced budget
end & stable doilar,

sesthat Americans have an enduring responsibility to make hard deeisions
unflinchingly when our nation's security is threatensd by aggression.

GEQHGE PLEDGES:

*&Suppori of FREE ENTERPRISE

**Sggpnrt of FROSFERITY BASED on living wagoe-falr valus--good buslinsss
climate

**To prompte Idaho's economy by development of NATURAL RESOURCES AND
WATER POTENTIAL

*#ASSTSTANCE TO THE FARMER awnd the FARM ECONOMY without restrictive
governmont contiols.

expvery effort tovards pood LABOR=-EUSINESS relations

**To ENCOURAGE LOCAL AND STATE RESPONSIEILITY to minimize demand for
federal encroachmonts,

*#To wore for ELRTTER COCPEBATION befween federal, state and loeal
governmants for inereased efficliency and service

*¥apilort to gain REVISED FOREIGN-AID AND REALISTIC FOREIGN POLICY

*#Zupport of active programs AGAINST COMMUNISM

¥o thank you for yosur consideration and will certainly appreclate
your hslp in making this nscessary change in Idaho's representatien
in Weshingten, D. C,

Sincerely yours
GEORGE HAMSEN FOR CONGRESS COMMITIEE
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PRIMARY ELECTION ENDORSEMENTS

"The primary elsction is August 4th, This dis the time to glve
soerious thought to selecting the right man to represent Idzho in
Congress.

"] have had the opportunity to know George Hansem well., Hs 1s a
most dynamic cempaigner and I sincerely believe his principles,
gqualifications, and untiring enthusizsm make him the best choics
for this important office.

"I earnestly ask you to help him te bevome our next U. 5. Congressman.”

A. T“T' “Tﬂm’" HBeglﬂ
President Pro Tem of the
Idaho State Semate

"I know George Hansen well and I had the pood Tortune to wateh him

in the last primary election when he was running Tor U, S, Senator.

I have seent and hoard him in several meebingz., T like his conservatiun,
his enthusiasm and his campaigning ability.

"Georpe ls civiceminded and hss held many elescted positions of rese
ponsibility. It is going to require an ageressive, hard driving
campalpn to be successful in Nevember,

"] sinceraly believe that Gaorge Hansen is clearly the best qualified
man to win and bs an effective ccngressman for Idaho."

John Sanborn
U. S. Bapresentative
Idaho (13%47-1950)



Table 56--.George Hansen Campaign Schedule
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Date AM. P.M. Eve,
Sept. 15 Poratello Focatello Pocatello
16 Boise Boise Elaakioot
17 Fremont Jeffarson Pocatello
18 Pupert Fairfield Hailey
19 Arco Montpelier and St. Charles Celebration
20 Sunday
21 Montpelier Montpelier Twin Falls (Pocatello)
22 Amer, Falls=Rupart Burley Focatello
3 Idaho Falls Driges Drigaes
24 Boise HEoise Boise
25 Framont Fremont Fremont
26 Focatsllo
27 Sunday Gooding
28 Binghan Binghan Aberdeen
29 Jefferson Jefferson (Rot.) Jefferson
30 Madison Madison Madison
Gct. 1 Malad Downay Pocatello
2 Twin Falls Filer Buhl
3 Pocataello Seda Springs Scda Springs
L Sunday
5 Blackiooct Shalley Idaho Falls
6 Boise Foise Eoise
7 Hoise Mountain Home
B Pocatello Pocatello Pocatello
9 Rapert Rupart Rapert
m -nl-upﬂcﬂtﬂllﬂ and H.Elxb'rn‘g-—--
11 Sunday
12 Preston Freston Preston
13 Burley Burley Harley
14 Torin Falls Twin Falls Twin Falls
15 Ca=ibou Caribou Poecatallo
16 Tdaho Falls Idaho Falls Idaho Falls
17 Baice Boise Boise
18 Sunday
19 Bolse Arco=-Focatello
20 Clark-laddson~Jaffersan Idsho Falis
2l Cooding Gooding Jerome
22 Tyin Falls Sheshona
23 Ourylice Eoise Boise
2k Fodse Fairficld
25 Surday
26 Rigby Idaho Falls
27 Twin Falls Twin Falls Twin Falls
23 Hadiley Barley Rupert
29 Blackfoot Pocatello Ameriecan Falls
30 Boise Bolse Boise
31 Bodse Twin Falls
Nov. 1 Sunday
2 CARAVAN CARAVAN CABAVAN
3

Fleation




Oatobar 23, 1664

Deay Fellow Idahoans:

I am George Hansen and I would like to be your Congressman from the Second
District.

My candidacy was promplted by a strong feeling that the present representative
from this district has not fairly and adeguately served the people of this
distriet. In faect, I fesl that he has been taken in by interests eutside of
Idaho that are contrary to those of our district., He has ignored and nezlected
the very people that put their trust in him and elected him to this high office,

Let!s look at the record:

LOCAL GOVERIMENT = My opponent has supported and campaigned for the
extension of B.F.A, into this distriet which would rob lecal commmities
of mich needed propervty taxes they receive from privately-cwned utilities,

LIVESTOCK AND AGRICULTURE = Apriculiure in Tdaho 48 in a serious depresgsad
state, My opoonent voted for the 1962 Trade Extemsion Aet which has allewed
meat imports teo inerease, helping to drive devm prices for Tdaho baef.

Wheat prieces are off--almost any segment of Idaho agricultura is off. Yet
my oppement brags aboul his seat on the Agricvltural Coymittee hut fails to
diseourage legislation that is harmful to Idsho.

IDANO ECOMOY - Tn addition to the depressed agrieultural community, rgr
opponent has stood silent while Mountain Home Air Foree Base and the A.E.C.
in Jdaho Falls has been cut back or suffersd losses. Two years ago he gaid
he could bring government contracts to Pocatello at the old Naval Owdinance
Plant which was taken over by a private corporation. TYet it is nor starnding
idle, rneothinz riore than a warshouse.

HATICHAL AFFATRS - My ovponent has constantly voted to ald communist
nations., On May 20, 1954, ho cast the decisive vote to allow export sube
sidies on food shipped to commmnist nations--the vote was 187 to 186, To
date the sale of wheal to Russia has cost you 43 million dollars. He has
voted threo times to allcw loans to communist nations.

SALARY — This summer he voled himself a salary increase of $7500 and to
exempt $3000 of it from texes, along with a lifetime pension. This was done
at a time wien our Vational debt is at an ell time high and must be paid
throuzh cur tares.

I think it is time to bring sy opponent back to Idaho. It is quite evident
that he has lost his wey and no longer has a strong feeling or understanding
of Idaho's probleas.

Your vote for me Noverber 3 will do this. I certainly sclicit and will

appreciata your support.
Sinceraly,

George Hansen
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Table 57==,1960 Campaipn Contribution Reperts, Ralph Farding

—_—=-
_—

" TR LT i Cut of .

Date Contributor Location Stoba In State

10/27  hmalgamated Political Ed,. Corm, New York, M. L. 200.00

1{},?2? International Frotherhood of Elsc= Washirgton, D, C, 250.00
trie Worksrs Comm,. on Pol. Ed.

10/7 Mational Corm. for Eff, Congress lew York, N. Y. 350.00

10/25 National Comm. for Eff. Cengress Wew York, M. Y. 500.00

10/25 lational Comu. for EBff. Congress New York, N. Y. 350.00

114 Hational Cormms for EIf. Congress New York, NW. Y. 500.00

11/2  United Steslworksrs Pittsburgh, Pa, 500.C0

11/3  0il, Chemisal & Atomic Workers Denvor, Colorado 200.90
International Unlon i

10/21  0il, Chemieal & Atomie Workers Denver, Colorade 156,00
International Union

5/24  COPE AFL-CIO Washington, D, C, 5,000,00

6f24  Idaho State COPE Washington, D. C. 3,500.00

9/8 CoPE Washington, D, C, 9,000.00

11/3  COR® Washinpgton, D. C. 500.00

10/23 lMachinist Nen-Fariisan Pol, Loague Washingten, D. C. 250.00

TOTAL $21,256.00

SOUFCE: Post-Election Statement of 1950 for Ralph R, Harding, filed with Clerk of the House
of Represantatives, Weshingion, D. C.

g52



Table S8--.Unions contributing to Harding 1962 Campaipn

Cut of
Date Unlon Iocation State In State
Comeelites for Gocd Goverrment Dotroit, Michigan 500.00
Matlonal Comiittas for an Effective MNew York City &50.00
Congvress

Rural Political Fdgeetion Commitiee Dexver, Colorado 500,090
Sheet Motal Workers CORE Washington, I, C. 500,00
Mnibed Stesluworkors Spokane, Washington 500,00

SCURCE:

Post-Election Statement of 1962 for Balch R, Harding, filed with Clerk of the

House of Representatives, Washington, D, €. {Partial Iisting)

€52



Tabls 50==.Unions Contributing to Harding 1964 Campaign

Cut of
Date Undon lopation State In State
8/13 Nat?l Rural Electrical Coop Asso. Washington, D, C, 25,00
8/13 AFL=CIO Brooiiyn, N. Y. 250.00
g/ Jim Patton, Nat'l Farmers Unicn Washingten, D, C. 160,00
8/31 APEC, Jacob Potfsky New York, N. Y. 200,00
/11 TREW=COPE Washington, D. C. 250.00
9/23 Meatoutlers & Bubchers Workmen Chipcagn, Tllineis 250.00
g /23 TG New York, M. Y. 250,00
10/5  NgEC Washingten, D. C, 2,000,00
10/6 NCEC Washington, D. C. 500.00
10/23  WCEC Washinston, D, C. 250.00
10/23 02il, Chemical & Atomic Workers Danver, Colorado 250,00
International Union
10/23 PRPEC Custodians Denver, Colorado 250,00
10/ Idusirial Union Department Washington, D. C. 500.00
10/ Tmisrnationnl Protherhocd of
Firemen and Oilers Washingten, D. C, 250,00
1o/ IEEW-COPE Washington, D. C. 100.00
- f USA-CCFE Detwoit, Michigan 520,00
10/ .S, Steelwerkers of America Spckane, Washinzton 500.00
10/ Nat'l Corm. for Eff. Congress Washington, D, C. 1,000.00
9 /17 Trainman's Politiesl lsagae Banneck County 200,00
10/5 Railway Political Leagme Elmore County 150,00
10/ Brotherhoed of R.R. Trainmen Pocatello, Idsho 217.00
10/ Machinists Non-Partisan Pol. Ieague Tocatello, Idaho 500,00
10/ United PBrotherhood of Carpenters Boise, Idaho 500.00
10/ IBEY Boica, Idaho 200.00
1o/ Sheet Motal Workers Boise, Idaho £00.00
TOTALS §7,425.00 $2,267.00

GRAND TOTAL: $9,692.00

SQURCE: Post-Election Statemsnt of 1964 for Halph R, Hardingz, filed with Clerk of ihe House
of Ropressnitatives,; Washingten, B. . -

Gge
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RALPH HARDING'S VIEWS ON REAPPORTIONMENT*

I feel that the recent Supreme Court decislon and opinion that
both houses of a State Lepislature must be apportionsd on the basis
of population was {oo far-reaching, I believe that the poopls of each
state should have the right to determine what kind of legislature they
want to funetlon in thelr stats govermnment., If the majority of the
citizens of 2 state want a unlcameral (one house) legislature such as
the Nebraska State Legislature, that is thelr right. However, if the
majority of the psople of a state decide they want 2 bileameral (two
house) legislaturs patterned after the United States Congress with
one house bssed on population and one house based on counties, units
of local govermment or legislative distriets; that is also thelr right.
For this reason I will support a bill or constitutional amendment to
make it clear to everyons including the Suprems Ceurt that this is
& matter for the people of the individual states to deedds,

For this reason during the session of Congress just ended I
doclared my support for the Dirksen-Mansfield proposal which would havs
placed a two-year moratorium or walting period on the implementztion
of the Supreme Court decision in ordor to glve Congress and the States
time to take nocessary and appropriaste action to guarantse the right
of the stalos to determine what form of state leglslature they desire,
Unfortunaioly, Congress adjourned without final aecticon on the Dirksen-
Mansfield proposal. However, I will continus to support it in the
next Congress.

The other propossl oifered in ths last Congress was a proposed
Constitutionsl amsudment by Congressman Tuek from Virginia which
would have romoved all jurdsdietion over lszlslature gpportionment
from U.5. Courts, both Districlt and Suprems. I eonsidered this
proposal just as far reaching and unreasonable as the eourt decision
it was atieapling to nullify,

For this reason, I voted against the Tuck Eill. I believe that
Arericens of overy state ard of every race, religion, and color must
always have an APFEAL to the U, S, Suprome Court in all matters
affecting their lives,

To sanmarize, I feel that Supreme Court deecision of ona porson-
ona vote was ioo far-resching and for that reason I will suprport the
Dirksen-Mansfield approach to a moratorium and the necessary legislation
or Constitutional Amendment to see thal the people of each State
retain ths rizht to a legislature of thair choice. Howover, I baslieve
that lapgislatures sheuld boe apportiorzd on a fair and honorabls basis
and I do support the future rights of American eitizens to appeal to
the U.5, Suprens Court if their legislature is unfairiy proportioned
so for this reason T opposed ths Tuck Bill which would have denied citizens
this right of appoal to the Supreme Court in thases matters,

*Tdaho Farm Pareau MNews (Poeatells), "Candidates Glve Views on Suprems
Court Apportisnment Deeisien," Oetober, 1964, XVILI, Ne. 1, pp. 6, 8.
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GEORGE HAISEN'S VIEWS ON REAPPORTIONMENT®

Idaho's farms arethe backbors of our prosperity and deserve falr
reprosentaticn,

One hurndred seveniy-five years have passed since the adoption
of the Constitution of the United States, This was the most significant
government document in all history. It demonstrated concern for tha
protection of all the people's rights and interests, whether they ave
in the majority or in the monority, the great or small, the rich or poor

Probably the mest reémarkablo feature of this instrument was the
provision for & legislative body divided inte two branches: a Senate
based on geographic representation, 2 House based on population, This
provision represents one of the delicate balances which brought abeut
the union of the states.

The Supreme Court recently handed dowmn & 6-3 deeision daclaring
that the equal protection clause of the Federal Conmstitution requires
that the seats in both liouses of a bicameral state lopislature must
be apportloned on a population basis, This was a result of petitions
filed throush the courts by citizens dasiring a change in the contopt
of representation in state government, Amongz thsss are foxe who aro on
record as contending that the U, 5. Constitution is an 18th Century
agrarian document. The majority deelsion conld well be a result of this
thinking.

The eonstitulion sets forth carefully limited powers and whan
it was adopted by the 13 original celonies along with the Blll of ERights,
the Tenth Amendment clearly acknowledged the sovereiegnty of each state
in the areas of jurdsdiction not speelfically grented to the federal
governmont, With this in mind, I an eonvinced that the recent Suprens
Court deesision has openly and cleariy violated the right of the states
toward self-dotermination and self-governnent,

To the contrary, my opponent has opanly favored conrt-ordered
reapportiorment and is willing to grant Idaho's laglslature no mere than
an extension of tina to gol it done. FHis voting record and statements
about bills bofore the House and Senate have elsarly shown thls, In
fast, hiz voling record, nis interests, ard the large percentage of his
canpaln funds lie with people and erganizations cutside the borders of
cur stats,

The majority oplnion in the Supreme Comrt's action on roapportion-
nent embraces tha so-called "gns parson, ons vole" deetrine, A
dissenting cpinion by Jusliecs Potter Stewart said that the decision
*finds no support in tho words of the Constitution, in any prior
decision of this Court, or prior decision of this Court or in ths 175-
yoar political history of our Fodsral Undon,® ard if allowed to stand,
sone or 50 states must revise their legislative apportiorment to
ecomply with it,

*Jdaho Faym Bureau lisws (Pocatelln), "Candidates Give Views on Supreme
Court Apportiorent Doelsion,” Qutober, 1964, XVII, No. ), po. 8, 1l.
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Justice Stowart also stated, "whet the court has dons is to
convey a particular political philesophy into a constitutional rule,
binding upon each of the 50 states.,.wlthout regard and without respect
for the many individualized and differentiated characteristies of each
state...stenming from distinet history, distinct geography, distinet
distribution of population, and distinct political horitage.®

The majority decislon potentially challenges the very foundation
of naticonal, statas, mundedipal and county goveriment. This is the
situation that econfronts us.

In Jdaho we are faced with a real problem., It has been clearly
understood that ihe State House of Representatives in Boise should be
apportictied on tha basis of population, ard have pericdic readjustiment
to minimize insguities. It has been equally understocd that the Idaho
Stats Sunats would be based on geopraphy. In this way the handful
of more heavily populated areas would mest assuradly have conlrol of
the House, and the rural areas could undeoubtedly conlrol the Sznats,
Both the urban ani rural populations would have egual power. To now
give the few more heavily populated areas centrol of both houses of
the Idaho State lLegislature could bLe disastrous for the romaindsr
of the state.

For illustrative purposes let's consider what the picture might
be if this reapporiionment theory of one psrson-ons vole wers to
be applied to the U.S. Senate.

Wa drmediately see that Idaho weuld have to be grouped with
several other sparsely popalated ststes to even pgzin onae U, S,
Senstor. Havingz to share a representative with all ths possibilities
of conflicting interests in a block of states such as this would gilve
us alwost no voive in the Senste., A heavily populated state such as
Californie would have several Senators and great powsr, Under this
syston how could we defend ourselves against such a thing as piracy
of our Idaho water resources by such states as Californiaf

Reepporiionment of the Idaho Senate could ereate similar
inequities,

Granted, the Idaho House of Representatives has "been badly
apportioned for years and is only now moving toward giving the pore
populatsd arcas thsir proper volce in government., However, the answer
to some often stated inequities in the State Senale lies not in
reapportionment and destruction of geographical reprssentation. This
goncept must be preserved.

Clearly, immediate action is necessary on the part of the states
and the Congress to examine the issue and conduct hearings on a
constitutional amondment to reetify the Supreme Court's decislon,

Tdaho must have a Congressman who will fairly represant the
best interests of our state and our people, a Congressman who will
work diligently to protect cur rightful veice in all levels of govermment,
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COUNCIL ¥ OR A LIVABLE WORLD

1346 Cormecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Cetober 2, 1964

Mewmorandun to: Persons interested in pragmatic measures to ease
international tensicns

In re: The Congressional elections, foreign policy, and the
Council for a Iivable World

We are sending you this election memorandum on the assumpiion that
you may be interested in joining with us in a concerted effort to halt
the arms race and awvold nuclear war-~-the program to which the Council
for a Livable VWorid is dedicated.

The Council for a Iivable World was set up in 1962 on the basis of
proposals of the lats leo Szilarde-famad muclear physicist ard
reciplent .of tha 1959 Atoms Tfor Peace award, The Council's purpose iz

to support members of the Congress and the Administratione-and their
numbar is by no means negligible--who want to worle toward an enlightenad
forelen policy. The Council's primary zim is to bring to Washington

an ever-insreasing mumber of Senzators and Congressmen who understand

the needs of this nuslear age and who ere willing o exert effective
prassuras to achieve responsible measures of arms conirol ard diszimanment,

Our plan for accomplishing this aim is simple, It is based on the

fact that 10,000 people, having an average inceme of $10,000 and willing
to devets ene or two per cent of thelr income o political campalen
contrintions covld provide an amount of one milliom to two million
dollars a yrar toward the elention of good Senators and Representatives,
Such amounts, if wisely spent, could have profound effects on the
composition of Congress and on its attitudes. The Couhell determines
these contests in which its supporters' contributions could have a
significant offeet and aclts as an agent for transmiiting checks from

its supportera, mads oul direetly to the ecandidate.

In tho current campaign, there is urgent need feor the kind of support
the Council can provide. In some states the Repubdican candidate for
President is baing supported loudly ard effectively. In these states
Conzrescional candidates of both major parties who oppose his views ars
urder strong and sometimes extrems attack by oppoments wheo may have
exceplionally large funds at thodr disposal and who, in some instances
bhzve had politicsl organizers brought in from outside the state, The
Couneil ie recommending that support now be concentrated on the
eampalicns of four candidates who are confronted with just this
situation, and whose elections would materially contribute to a Congress
which can deal with forelgn affalrs on a rational and considered basis:
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Gale 1. MzGee, for re-slection to the Senate from Wyominszs
Frank E. Moss, for re-slection to the Senate from Utah:

Jozaph M. Monteya, for election to the Senate from MNew Mexdco;
Ralph R. Harding, for re-election to the Houss from Idaho.

How effective can support to these candidates through the Counecil bef?
In the 1962 Congressional slections the Couneil recemmended to those
who sought its adviee that their campaipn contributions be econcentrated
on threo Senatorial ecandidates. The Council trensmitted over $20,000
to George MoGovern, former Director of President Kemnedy's Food for
Paace Progran, who was running for the Senate in South Daketa. He

was elected with a margin of a few hmnmdred votes, the first Democratie
Senator in South Dakota in 26 years. To two other Sematorial candidates,
the Council transmitted over $10,000 and $4,000 respectively, and both
of them were elected., In addition, on a contimuing basis in Washington
the Counecil organizes a highly regarded series of seminars for
Congressman and their aides on the vital cuestions of the nuelsar age,
and brings topgether in Washington seientists, high offieials from the
Exscutive Branch of the pgovermment, and other knowledgeable individuals
to diseunss these problems with members of Congress.

It was the Cuban missile erisis of Octobsy 1962 that served to remind
us that the dangers of nuclear war are reithw . remcte or abstract, This
realization hzs propelled the major neclear powers inte the first

arns control agroementse-the hoteline betwecen Moscow and Washington
and the partial test ban treaty. More recently, unilateral actions on
both sides have resulted in a slowing dowm of the rate of seccumulation
of thormemiclear weapons ard in minor eots on our respective military
btudgets, with a detectable relaxalion in the intermational atmosphere,

Todey both sides have reached a mmtual daterrent in terms of Lthormonu.
clear wespons, Neither side can hope to "™win"™ a muclear war. This

is not, of course, a stable deterrent, Technology nevor stands still
nor can such wogpons be withheld from development by an increasing
nunber of powers unless the major mielear wowars, in conjunciion with
othe» powors. arveive gt a workable and vorifiable aprecment limiting
tha mumbsr»s and typos of thermonuclear weapons,

But no mattar how many sonsible ideas are advanced in this matter,
without the eupport of a larger number of intelligent, forwmard-thinicing
Senators end Congressmen, all efferis to achleve reascnable measures

of arms econtrel can bo bloeked inderfinitely.

If such men are te win in November--and the Council feels it is
extremaly importent that they win--thay must receiwve all the support

we ean muster, We, therefore, urge that you now join the dedicated
rinority who are Supporters of tho Councll, We realize we are asking
for a substantisl commitment-=-two per cent of your anmal income, or,
if this is not possible, one per cent, $100, or whatever you can afford.
We sugrast that you contribute half of your commitment directiy to a
recommended candidate, half to the general funds of the Council for
pelitical and other purposes. (We are requesting the contributions

to the general funds of the Councll so that we may have the flexibility
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to make contributions that may prove to be critical in this election.)
We make this request in the belief thatyour contribution, together with
those of the seclentists, scholars professional persons, &d others whe
already support the activities of tho Council, can have decisive effects.

Wo enclose a memorandum to provide you with mora detailed information
on the candidates, a reprint of a recent article from Science magazine
on the Council, &nd a questionnaire for your convenience in replying.

We will be glad to provids you with additional information on the
Council, inelnding a copy of our 1965 Action Program. PBut if you

share our aims and our enthusiasm for this practical method of
implemanting them, we urge you to become a Supporter now, and contribute
toward the sletion of a candidate who will support pragmatic measures

to end international tensions.

Sincerely yours,
fsf Pernard T. Feld
Prasident

BTF e

Enolosuras
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®PEACE® GROUP CONTRIBUTING TO EIGHT PIVOTAL CAMPAIGIHS®
#Cpuncil for a Idivable World"

by
Falton Lewls Jr.

Furds supplied by a Washington-based psace group could tip
the political scales in eight pivotal contests next month, The semi-
secret Councll for a Livable World is now solicliting more than a
million dellars to aid the campaigns of eighl "peace-oriented" Democrats.

Counceil leaders have shown econsiderable acumen in gelection of
their political targets. They are avolding the populous Northeast
to concontrate on the smaller states of the Midwest and West whars a
political buck goss = lot further,

Senators seeking re-election with Iivable World supporl are
Galo MeGes, Wyon.: Albert Gore, Tenn.; Eugene MeCarthy, Minn.: Frank
Moss, Utah; Phil Hart, Mich.; and Edmond Maskie, Maine, Council aid
is also carmarked for Reps. Joseph Montoya, N.M.; and
Ralph Harding, Idaho., Montoya is moving up the political ladder to
challenge Republican Sen, Ed. Mocham, Harding is seking re-claction;
he will opposs GOP San. len Jordan in 1966,

The Council was born in June, 1962, Five months later it
claimed to have eleatsd its first senator, George MeGovern of South
Dakota, MeGovern, an uwlitra-liberal Demeccrat, received $22,000 in
Livable World furds. He won elsction by fewer than 600 votes.

Dr, Bernard Ield a Massachusetts Institute of Technolozy
professor who succseded Szilard as livable World president feels that
such a kitlty could work political miracles: "Such amounts, 1f wisely
spant, could have profound effscts on composition of Congress and on
its attitudss as wall as thoso of the Administration.”

Szilawrd in 1961 set up two groups to work for gensral and
complete disarmament, The organizations bore similar titles: The
Counecil for Abolishing War and the lobby for Abolishing War. A
year later, in June, 1962, Szilard msrged the two groups into the
Couneil for a Livabls World. By the year's end, Szilard clained
2,500 nembers, sach of whom was expscled fto kick in two per cent of his
anmial salsvy. Ths counsil now seeks 10,000 members, each with an
average incoms of $10,000., By taxing each member onsz or two par cent
of his anmal salary, the group would raise frem $1 to $2 mlllion & yeaw

In the years after World War II, Szilard fought development of
the hydrogen bomb and supported J. Robert Oppenhsimsr in his unsuccessful
Tight to retain securliy elearance,

¥human Events, Fulton lewls, Jr., "Peace Group Contributing to Eight
Pivolal Compaigns,” (Washington, D.C.), October 25, 1984, p. 2.
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It was during this period that Szilard began his long corresw
pondence with Soviet leaders. QCver Staie Dapartment objections he
wrotes, first to Stalin and Molotow, then to Khrushehew, Pen pals
Szilard and Khrushehev huddled in 2 two-hour closed-doosr Nazw York
conference in 1960,

Szgilard in 1957 joined the philosophen Bertrand Russell, and the
millionaire industrialist, Cyrus Eaton, to sponsor a controversial
series of East-West selentifie confabs., The meetings, hald at
Eaton's plush Pugwash, Nova Scotia, retreat, wers termed & Soviet
propaganda coup by the Senate Imternmaticnal Security Subcommitiee,

NOTE: The Councll has reized advantage of a legal loophole to hilde

its political activites. Livable World members are asked to make tholr
chacks payable to spescific candidates then forward them to the council's
Washington office, As 2 political organization, the Councll technlcally
does not contribute to a candiate; it merely recommends support and
serves a5 a political middle-man, The group is therefore, exempt from
provisicns of thas Corrupt Practices Act that require dstailed financial
records to be filed with the Clerk of the House,
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COUNCIL FOR A LIVARLE WORLD
1346 Conmecticut Avemus, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

September 24, 1964

MEMORANDUM TO: Porsons interested in the Couneil for a Livable World
SURJECT: 1964 Cengresaienal Elections

This memorandum will bring you up to date and provide information on
the eandldates the Council recommends supporting in the 1964 congressional
elections,

The Council has already recommended sﬁppcrt of tle followinr candidates:

Gole W. MeGoe, for re-slectlon te tho Senale from Wyomlng:

Frank E. Moss, for re=eleeoticn to the Senata from Utah;

Joseoh M, Montoya, Tor elention to the Serate from lew Mexico;
Falph R. Harding, for re-slection to the Howse from Idaho;

Bdming S, Masklie, for re-clecilon to the Senate from Maine;
Eugene J. MeCarthy, for re-election to the Senate from Minnaseots:
Albert Gors, for re-slection to iths Senate from Tennsssen;
Fhilip A. Hart, for re-slectison to ths Serate from tHchigan,

In the judpgment of the Diroetors of the Couneil, all of these candidates
are worthy of your support, ard ths Couneil wenld be pleased to
transmit contributions sukmitted in their behalf', However, on the

basis of the assessmant of the status of thelr campaigns and of thedr
ralative nends at this time, the feuneil recommends that prierity
should now ke givon to supporl of the campalgrs of MeGee, Moss, Monioya,
and Harding, Information om esch of the candidates fellows,

RALPH E, HARDING, eandidata for ra-election to the House of Ropresentatives

from Idaho

The Couneil amain recomrends support for Congressman Ralph E. Harding

of Tdaho, & viporous and effective member of the House who Faces an

© extremely ccuservative opponent in this election. If Congrossman Harding
retains his Housa seat, he will be the logiesal choice to run for the
Sonateldn 1966 against the very conservative inpurbent Senator len.B.
Jordan (who, for exomple, voied against the Test-Ban Trsaty) whose

term will then expire. Congressman Herding's record is excellent: hs
has been a strorz supporter of forelpn assistance programs, was one

of the oripglral =zupporters of the Peacs Corps, and is a staunch

sdvocate of the United Naiions.

Congressman Harding faccs a&n espeelally difficult ecampaipgn for re-glection.
Jdato has been the scone of considerebls right-wing activiiy durding the
past two years and Harding's opponent this year is an extremely
conservative Goldwater supporter, In addition, Senator Jordan recoge
nizes that Harding is his most probahle opponent in 1966 and is dedicating
his offies to Harding's defeat in the current House race.
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Opposing Cengressman Harding is Georpge Hansen, a Goldwater supporter,
who has siated, for exampla: "Vaclllation, appeasemsnt, and even
treason are all too often found in American Forelgn policy...trading
with the snemy is unwlse, unsound and unconstitutional and should be
complelely discouraged...Our objective must be victory over the red
menace,” Of the Birch Svciety, inasmuch as these people are good
conseientious cltizens, and are going to have to support somebody, I
would accept their support the sameas that of any other organlzation,™
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QUESTIONNAIRE

1, What is your age?

2., What is your marital status?t

3. BNumber of children

L, In what state (or country) were you born?

5. If you were not born in Idaho, when did you flrst cume hare
to live?

6. How many years of eduecation do you have (please undarline) ?

a, loss than 12 years

b. hizgh school graduate

¢, sonme college

d. college graduate

e, somg pgradvoats worl

f. advanced degree (i,e,, LLB, M, ete.)} List

7. What is your occupation?

B, Flase of father's birth?

9. tent of father's educstion?

10, What was your father's occcupation?

11, How leng have you lived in your present home?

12. Do you own your own hous?

13. How long have you lived in your prosent community?

. With razard to your Church membership, wers you (please underlina)

a, borr in the chuveh?
b, a eonvert befors ape 187
e, & convert after aps 1817

If your answer akove w2s (a), then vere your parents
a8, born in ths Churent?
b. converts before sge 137
e, oconverts after age 187
15. What is your mission exnsrience? (please underline)
2. full-time mission

b. stske mission
¢. no mlssicn
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15, What Church positions have you held in the past five years?

1.

2.
3.
4,
S
17. What was your Church position during the 1954 election campaignt

18, How long had you held that position?

19, What are your community activities? (Flease 1ist, i.e., PIA, Elks,
fund drives, ot.)
Vory Actlve Active Inactive
1.

2e

Je_
4,

S

20, With wiieh political party do you identify yourselfi?

21, FHow strongly do you identify yourself with your party? (please underline)
e. wWeak

b. moderately strons
¢, stronz

22, Within your party, do you consider yourself a (please underline),
2. liberal?
b. mederate?
c. conservative?
23. Did you contributs financially to a political party in 19647
2k, Do you hold an office in a political party? sdm'ing 1964 7

If so, what? (vhat?

—
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25. Did you vote in the 1964 General Election?

26. For whom did you vote in the 1964 Congressicnal Elsction? (please underline

a. Ralph R, Harding
b, George V. Hansen

27. VWhat was your reaction to Ralph Herding's speech in Congress in
1563 concerning Ezra Taft Benson? (please undexline)

& approved
b. disapproved
t. indifferent or undecided

Flease comumant

28, Did the Harding-Benson incident affect your vote betwesn Harding and
Hansen?

29, Why did you vote for the one you did? (please underline)

a, farm problems end programs

b, reclamation issuss (Teton-Fremont Dam, ete,)

¢, personal acguaintance

d, peneral principles and philesophy of the candidate
e, llbveraleconservative issues

f. issues davolving the Church

g+ covernmont contrects (AEC, Min, Home AFE, ete,)

Please commant




1.
2

3

b,

5-
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BE FILLED IN BY STAKE OFFICIALS QlLY:

How many members were there in your stake in 19647

¥What is the nature of your stake? (please underline)

g, 21l rural

b. raral and tovms under 5,000
e, rural and towms over 5,000
dy all within elty limlts

Percontage of stake who were actlve members in 10647

(Use figure corresponding to total tithe~payers in stake)

lecording to your judgeent, what is the approximate political
affiliatlon of your stake?

a., Democratic
b. Ropabliecan
¢. Independent
d. Neon-voting

Hﬁ%&w&ﬂl

With regard to Ralph Harding's speech in Congrese in 1963 concerning
Esra Taft Bonson, what was the resction of your staks membership,
aceording to your judgment?

&. approved £
b. disapproved

e, indifferont or undecided %

Aecepding Lo your memory, for whom were the most votes east in your
stake in the 1964 Congressional slection? (please underling)

& Ralph R Havding
b. Goorge V. Hansen

With rezard te ths previcus question, what were the underlying
reasons for your stake membership in voting form whom they did,
according to your judgment?
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BE FILLED IN BY WARD AND BERANCH CFFICTIALS ONLY:

How many members of yowr ward were there in 19647

What is the nature of your ward? (please underline)
&, 21) rural

b. raral and town

e, all within ecity limits

Percentage of ward who were active members in 19647

(Use figure corresponding to total tithe-payers in ward)

Aecording to your judgment, what is the aporoximate political
affilistion of your ward?

a. Demoecratie
b, Republican
¢. Indepondent
d. Non-voting

AT L TR

With repard to Relph Harding's spesch in Congress in 1963 concerning
Ezra Taft Esnson, what was the reaction of your ward membership,
according to your judmment?

a. approved %
b, disapproved %
¢, indifferent or undecidad b

Aceording to your judgment and memory, for whom were the mosi
votes cast in your ward in the 1954 Congressional elsction?
(please uwnderiing)

e, Ralph R, Harding
b. George V. Hansen

With regard to the previous quostion, what were the underlying
reasons for your ward membership in voting for whom they did,
according to your judgment?
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GRASS-ROQTS QUESTIONNAIRE

Sex: Male Female

Cccupation:

Apes

Religion:

With which party do you identify yourself:
a, Demoecratic
b, Repubtlican
e, Independen

Pid you vote in the 196% General Election in Idaho7

Wiat do you think was the importznt campaign issus (or issues) in the
1964 Congressicnal elsction contest batween the then incumbent,
Ralph H, Hardine, and the Hopubliean epponent, George V., Hansent?

For whem did you wvots in 19647 Ralph Harding George Hansen .

Wny did you vots for the one you did? (If same as No. 7, write sams.)

Do you feel your personal views are similar to other people in your
area?
Yes ]

Comment
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Listed below are several toples relative to the 1964 Idaho Congressional
campaign betwsen Ralph R. Harding and Gecrge V. Hansen.

Please indiecate (with an "Xv) which of thase you felt was the most
inportant to you in that election.

If others ars also felt tols important, please put a check by each of
them.

My parsonal acguaintance with the eandidate

General principles and philesophy of the candidate

Personalily end personal appeal of the candidate

Endorsed, recormended or referred by Union, other groups or
irdividuals

Influence of pampaim, spoeches, T.V., radio, newspapers, ete.

lNational debl, ete.)

Roelamation isswes (Teton-Fremont Dam, Representative Michaal
Kirwan, Barns! Creek, Rirle Projesct, atc.g

Farm problems and programs (Wheat réferendun, wheat sale to Ruseia,
beet acroapge; potato controls, calitle and sheep supporis, ete.)

RBelizious issues (contreversy regarding Eera Talft Bensen, ete,)

Public~Private Fleelrie Power issue (Eomneville Power - B.P.A.;
R.E.A., Jdaho Power Campany, Simplot and Monsanto, ete.)

Government contracts (A.E.C. Mountzin Homs Air Force Base, ete,)

John Bipeh Society

Councll for o Iivable World

Others (Flease specify)

Cojmants




BIBLIOGRAPHY



BIBLICGRAFSY
Public Documents

Banmnock County. Abstract of Votes Cast at the General Election
' Hovemher 6, 1962. Pocatello, Idsho: ZIannock County Auditor,
1963,

Barnock County. Abstract of Vetes Cast at the Geneval Elections,
1950-1966, Focatello, Idsho: Bannoek County Auditor, 1967.

(The) Counnil of State Governments. The Book of the States, 1966~
1967. Chiecago, Illineds, Vol, XVI, p. 528,

» Historieal Statisties of the United Statss, Colonial
Times t0 1957. Washington, D.C., 1958,

» Historical Statisties of the mited States, Continuation
T TR 1962 znd Revisions 1955. WaSHAngLOn, DaG., 1965,

State of Idaho, Absiract of Votes Cast at the Gemeral Elections,
191948, Boise, ldaho: Secrelary of State, 1949,

Stete of Tdaho. Abstract of Voles Cast ab the General Elections,
1950-1966, TDoise, ldoho: Secretary o1 State, 1907,

State of Tdaho. Abstract of Votes Cast st the Gemeral Election,
Hoverbesr u_!__l“;?_@._ Eoise, ldaho: Secratary of otate, 1961.

State of Idaho., Abstract of Votes Cast at the Gensral Flection,
Noverber 6, 1662, Boise, Iduho: Secratary of State, 1963,

State of Idaho., Ithstract of Votes Cast at the General Election,
Noverber 3, 1004, Boiso, ldaho: BSecretary of State, 1945,

State of Tdaho. Ahstract of Vobtes Cast at the Nominegiline Election
Aveust &, 1964, Boise, Idaho: Secrotary of State, 1965.

Territory of Idaho. Revised Statutes. Sections 1-6, 1887,

U.5. Buresu of the Census. The Fightecath Decennial Censnus of the
United 3tates. Census of Populatien: 1960, Charscteristies

of the Fopulation, Vol. 1, No. i,




283

U.8. Cengressionzl Record. Vol. CIX, No. 153; Vol. CVII, Ne. 56.

V.8, House of Representatives, Clerk. Statisties of ths Congressional
Elections, 1G20-1966,

U.S. Honse of Representatives, Committee on the mrrit-::-rias. Anti-
Mormon Test Cath, Arsuments of Honorable J. M. Nelson, Hemorable
A, B. Carlton, and Bishop William Budge, in Oppesition to the
Constitution to the Proposed State of Idaho, Adopited at Bolse City,
Ausust 6, 1889, 50th Cong., 2nd Sess., 18%90.

Books

Bancroft, Hubart H., A History of the Pacific States of North America,
Vol. XXVI. Sen Francisco: History Company, 1890,

Beal, Merrill D. A History of Southeastern Tdaho, Caldwell, Idzho:
Caxton Printers, 192,

Basnan, Cornalius J. History of the State of Idaho. &th ed. HKew York,
1948,

Claxl, James R. Messages of tha FMirst Fresidency, Vel., ITI. BSalt
Lake City: Dooleraft rublishers, 19066,

Fishar, Vardis. Ths Idaho Ereyelopedia. Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton
Printera, 1934.

Johanson, Dorotly 0., and Gates, Charles M. Fmpire of the Columbla;
A nmtumr of the Paciflie Nowthwest. DNew York: Shaw and HeDonald,

« Mowlvls Munieival Government Mawnal. HNew York: Noedy's
Investars Service, Inc., 19067.

Ponercoy, Earl. The Paeific Slope, A Histowry of C-ﬂlzL'I‘ﬂ'er ', Oreeon,
Wa::}urrtm'- Idaho, Utah and Nevada. MNew Tork: Alfred A, knopf,
1565,

Rawling, J. B. Foloring Tdahe'!s Past. Salt Lake City: Deserct Fews
P“-B.r-u-' 1?'5_11

Robartsen, Frank ©. Fort Hall: Geteway to the Oregon Country. New
York: Hastings House, 1953.

+ BSketehes of Tdaho History 1847-1909. Salt Iaks City:
Salt Lake Tribune Fress, 1909.

Youngz, Brigham. Discoursss of Brirham Yeoune as gucted in Widisoe,
John A, Prissthoad snd Chnreh Government. Salt Lake City:
Daseret Book Company, 195¢.




284

Articles and Pericdicals

Arco Advertiser. (Arco, Idzho) Scplember 24; October 1, 22, 196%.

Bannock County Mews, (McCammon, Idaha) September 3, 1984.

Blackfoot News. (Slackfoot, Idaho) Aupust 31; September 14, 18,
29; Cetober 9, 13, 20, 19%%, January 15, 1965.

Burley Herald-Pulletin., (Burley, Idaho) August 3, 1984,

Caldiell Neus-Tribune. (Caldwell, Idahe) October 15, 196%.

Central Labor News. (Pocatelle, Idaho) Cetober, 1964.

Cosur D'Alene Pross. (Coesur D'Alens, Idohio) Septomber 9; November 6,
1560,

Daily Idahonian. (Moscow, Idaka) lovember 7, 1964,

Deserat, He:ws. "I"" Lale Ci 1-51', Ut d*) Sagtﬂmet' ]5 26, 1'5?45'4-. Church

i s 2y

Eai*cﬁ Idaléu Farmwer, {(Tdaho Falls, Idaho) Septenber 10; Octeober 1,
o LB,

Fremont County Chranicle-News. (St. Anthony, Idahs) Cotober 1, 1954,

Grow, Stevart L. "The Development of Politicsl Partics in Utah,”
The Wastern Pelitical Quarterly, IVIT (Septenber, 1963}, 39,

Hailoy Times. (Hailey, Idaho) Septewber 17, 190H.

__.+ "Houss Biographies: George Hanson," Consmressional
Quarterdy (Decerber 11, 1964), 2803-280%4, T

Tdaho Daily Statesmen. (Boise. Idaho) February 163 Aprll 8; Novenber

16; Decamber 19, 1962. May 23; Septerber 26, 28; Cotoher 30;
November 1, %, 17, 1963. February 27; May 30; Auzust 6, 20, 27:
Septenber 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29;
Octoter 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20; Nevember 15, 1994

Idaho Bducation Fers. (Boise, Idaho) May, 1982,

Tdaho Entetrrrise. (Malad, Idsho) October!l, 196,

Idaho Evenlins Stotesmen. (Bolee, Idaho) September 7, 8, 19, 21, 24, 25,

28, 29: Cotchor 5. 17, 21, 196h,
Tdaho Farm Bureav Hews. (Peeatello, Idaho) October, and Cotoher

Spacial Edition, 190%.

Tdzto Froe Press. (Mamps, Tdaho) Augueh 22, 1984,




285

(The) Idaho Ohserver. (Boise, Idaho) June 11; August 13, 27;
September 17; Cctober 15; November 19, 196%.

TIdaho State Journal., (Poestello, Idahe) April 26, 1961. July 25,
1962, April H; September 24; Oetober 9; November 20, 1963.
February 20, 21, 23, 25; Yarch 1, 2; April 3, 12, 23, 27; May 7,
Jue 24%; July 11, 25; Awsust 1, 12, 16, 26, 29, 31; September 4,
6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 20, 23, 25, 27, 29, 30: Oectcbar 9,

13, 14, 30; November 1, 1964, May 12, 1965. July 29, 1966.

Idzho Sunday Statesman., (Boise, Jdaho) May 6, 13, 1952, June 14;
August 23; October 4; November 8, 1964,

Idaho Sunday Jeurnal. (Fecatsllo, Idaho) April 23; June 7, B; July 26;
December 30, 1064,

gThaj Intermomtain. (Pocatells, Idaho) Fu‘}rua.rgr 17, 1962, September
29, 1685, October 1 and November 5, 1944,

Kirberly Advertiser. (Kinmberly., Idsho) Octoher 22, 1964,

Lewizton Morning Tribune. (Lewiston, Ydaho) March &, 1963. September
11 and Catober 13, 1064,

Lincoln Ceunty Jourpal. (Shosheme, Tdaho) September 3 and Ceteober 15,
196k,

Los Anweles Times. (Los Angeles, Califormia) Juns 13, 1965

Market Ioks Citizsn. (Roberts, Idale) Cetober 22, 196:,

Martin, Boyd A. "The 1960 Blections in Tdaho," Tho Western Politieal
Quarterly, XIV, No. 1, Part 2 (¥aveh, 1961), L3420

MeKay, David C. “Communism and the Church," Improvomcnt Era, LXTX,
Ho. & (Juns, 1966}, W77, 580.

Minidelka County News. (Rupert, Idahs) August 31, 1964,

Mewr York Journal-Amsrican (Mew York, New York) Decerber 5, 1965.

North-3ida leuws. {Jeveme, Idaho) September 3; Oetober 1, 22, 1964,

Paris Fost. (Paris, Idaho) September 10, 1984,

et

Peoolals World, (San Fronciseo, California) Aupust 27, 1956,

(The) ”J:'«st-“c:gia ter. (Idaho Falls, Idahe) September 5, 10, 17, 18,
23’ E&", F-_.i‘, 2?. 25 Utt&be*’ J“" 511 E 11.. 131 15 la l?f.“lh.

Powor County Press. (American Falls, Idaho) Septesber 3, ard
Octobar 22, 1964%.




286

Preston Citizen. (Preston, Idzho) Aupust 13 and September 3, 1954.

Rexbure Journal. (Rexburg, Tdaho} August 27; September 24, 29;
Oetobar 1, 22, 1064,

Rigby Star. (Righy, Idaho) Octobsr 22, 1964.

Salt Lale Tribune. (Salt Lake City, Utah) Oetober 11, 1980,
February 21; September 11, 18, 19, 20; November 5, 196i.

(The) Star, (Twin Falls, Idaho) Cotober 29, 1964,

Times-llows, (Twin Falls, Idaho) Hoverbar 19, 20, 1963, August 28;
Septenber 2, 1, 20; Cetober 13, 14, 15, 16; November 1, 1964,

Washingion Post. (Washingten, D.C.) Ilay 20, 1963.

Welser Amerizsn, {Weivar, Tdalio) Septomber 30, 1963,

Wendell Irrirationist, (Wendall, Idahe) Septerbsr 3 and Cetober 22, 1964,

Renuriz

Church of Jesus Christ of Latiter.day Sainbtz. Cordersnce Faparts,
Salt Lake City, Utsn: Desevet Boole Gompamr, Cetoosy, 1559,

Council for a Liwvable Worldd. MA4 Tadwable Worldd Free fron 'Iex' "
Action Program of the Council for a ldwabla Wiceld. lashington,
Dty 1605,

John Birch Sosiety. Vhat 15 the Join Biroh Sececisty? (Handout shast)
Belmont, ifassackmsatia:  American Crdnion, 1965.

National Eeplilican Conprozsieonal Committeo. Opzenizalionsi Analysis
and Vebs Hist tory, Idaho Seuond District. ;Jr*-'tlrlf,":.a*l, n.C., 1960,

Harding, Halph., Congressman Hardine Henorts from Washingion
iNewsletter), February 15, 1962, Amvil 2, 23, 1GGi,

U.8. Chavber of Cormerce. "They Grade the Congress," Politieal
Report. Washington, D.C., January, 1944,

Unpublished Material
Blase, Fred W, "Political History of Idaho Teriitary 1863-1890,

Unpublished lusterts Thesis, University of California af,
Berkoley, 1926,

Hansen, Merxill €. "The Role of Rhetoric in the Mormon Sufferape
Dehate in Tdaho 1880-1506." Unpublished Fh.D. Ddssertation,
19458,



287

Harding, Ralph and Hansen, Ceorge. "Post~-Election Statements, 1984,"
filed with the Clerk of the House of Hepresentatives, Washington,
D.C.

Rieks, Norman E. "Mormon Setilement of Snake River Fork Comtry,
1883-1893." Unpublished Master's Thesis, Brigham Young University,
Prevo, Utah, 1950.

« "The Rirhts of Citizenship," a Brief in re H. R. bills Nos.
ih78, 6153, 2nd the Petition of the Bear Lake County, Idaho
Territory. Copy on file at the Provo City Library, Frove, Utah,

Cther Sources
Campaign literature of the "Harding for Congress Committes," 1964,
Campaign literature of the "Schofield Campsign Committees of Rupert," 1954,

Chambers of Commerce in Bols=e, Pocstelle; Idaho Falls and Twin Falls,
Idaho. Information received on June 10, 1GE7.

Idaho Farm Eereau Federation, Ietters and informvetion received
durinz 1566,

Tdaho State ATL-CIO, Boise, Idaho, statistical information, June, 1967.
Labor Temple, Pocatello, Tdaho, statistical information, Jurne, 1967.

Peraonal Irtervier with Fay Allred, Bsar Jalks County Coordinztor for
Hangen in 1964, Monbtoslier, Idzho, Octeber 27, 1964,

Pergona]l Imteiwview with Ezra Taft Denson, Apostle, Church of Jesus
Christ of Lattereday Saints, Salt Ieke City, Uhal. June 17, 1966.

Persongl Intervier with Georpe Carlsen, EBishop, Church of Jesus
Christ of Latitei~day Saints, Pocatelle, Idsho. Lugust 17, 196%.

Forsonzl Dnlorview with Guy Gleed, Cuy Glezd Motor and Fouipnent
Conipany, Maled, Idaho. June 6, 1957.

Persenal Intervies (televhuie) with Geerge Hansen, Second District
Congrossman from Idahe, Washinghion, D.C., July &, 1957,

Fevsonal Interviow with Richard Hendricks, Compaign Manazer for
Gecrze Hansen inm 198%, Fecatello, Tdabo. August 12, 1966,

Perscnal Interview with Cralg Marecus, Ada County Cooprdinator for
Hansen in 199, Boise, Idaho, September 17, 1904,

Peraonal Intervies with Don Penfold, Drisgs, Tdshe, Ootoher 19, 196%.



288

Personal Interview with John Sanborn, former Second Distriet Congressman
from Idaho, Hagerman, Idaho, October 2, 1064,

Personal letter from Gary Higgenson, Blackfeot, Idahe. May 24, 1957.

Sehumate, Gene., Radio Editorial for KRXK Radio, Rexburg, Idaho.
September 27, 196k,



AN AWALYSIS OF THE

196% IDAHO SECCOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT ELECTION CAMPATIGN

An Abstract
Presernted to the
Department of Political Scienca

Erigham Young Universiiy

In Partial Fulfillment
Of the Requirsments for the Degree
Master of frls

By
Dean Mavurice Hansan

huzust, 1967



ABSTRACT

The Prohlem--/ After having been elected to Conpress from
Tdaho's Second Congressicnal District in 1960 by a record vote, and
re-elected tin 1952, Democrzt Relph Harding was defeated in 1964 by
Ropublican George Hansen in the face of a national Democratie land-
slide. The objective of this thesis was to anzlyze the Harding-
Hensen contest and attempt to identify the factors which preducsd the
Hansen victory. The methodelogzy employed din this analysis ineluded
library research, a comprehensive survey of newspapers gerving the
Sesond Distidet which covered the congressions] race, correspondencs
and interviews with candidates, eampaign managers and other involved
individuals and groups, a grass-roots guostionnaire among Distriet
volars, a guestiommaire to Mermoen Stake Presidents and Bisheps in the
District, and dnterviews with six Mormon Stake Presidests in the Distudet,

The Findings--.As a Democratlic liberzl, elected from a iradi-
tionally censervative and Popublican Distriet, Harding's election in
1960 was chiefly the product of a tremendous personal campaizn, with
overtones ¢of antleipated reclamation projects and a strong religlous
identification to the large Mormon pomilation in the District,

Cn his part in 1964, Harding's defeat was in turn largely ths
result of (1) the genoral nature of his ecampaipn, which (a) lacked
Harding's vigorous personal campaign efforts amonz the votewrs as in
his prior carpaigns, (b) departed more and more from the anticipated

premotien of his congressional record and became geared against the



John Biveh Society and extremism rather than his Republiean opponant,
(e) underestirated Hansen's campaimn effort and groving strangth

emong the voters, and (d) suffered from Congressman Kirwan's threat

of withholding reclamation funds if Harding were not re-clected, the
publishing of the Harding-Dr. Kircher letters that suggested Hard-
ingls inmaturity in effice, and a continmuing “out-of-state" charge
reflecting Herding's dependence on non-Idaho politiecal supvort;

(2) an inereasing realization by Distriet woblers that Harding's
political philosophy did not seem representative of his District;

(3) 2 pre-election encounter with Mormon Apostle Ezra Taft Benson whick
counteracted the previous appeal to Dhstriet Hermen vobters; and

() his insbility te eonsolidate his support among Distriet farmers
who were beconing inereasingly alienated from farm polieics and
programs of the Demoeratic Administvetion. Harding received the strong
endorsements of organized laber, the Couneil for s Tivable Worldd, and
many visiting publie fipures., He also received the "negative"
endorsement of the Idaho Farm Burean, Prdwvste power ecdmpanies, and ths
John Blreh Sosisty.

On the other sids, Hansen conducted an wnbiring and effective
porscnal campaign amongz the wvolers and slse organized a strong
grass—-roots campelon organization. By an aggressive asdvecacy of
concervative views, Hansem kept Harding on the defensive .ani took full

gt o~

advantzge of Haxding's problems among District,wtarfs. 4 =
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